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May 21, 2025                HP-CORR-CANS-00057 

MR. PIERRE TREMBLAY 
President and Chief Executive Officer    
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission 

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission  
Commission Registry 
280 Slater Street 
PO Box 1046 Stn B    
Ottawa, Ontario     
K1P 5S9      

 

Dear Mr. Tremblay: 
 
RE:  Centre for Advanced Nuclear Systems NSRD Licence Exemption Request 

Reference 1. CNSC Consolidated Uses of Nuclear Substances Licence, N. Ringuette to J. Zic, 
“Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices Licence No. 01495-19-26.2”, 
December 23, 2024. 

The purpose of this correspondence is to submit a time-limited exemption to the McMaster 

University Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices (NSRD) licence possession limits [1] for nuclear 

activities at the Centre for Advanced Nuclear Systems (CANS) facility.  Specifically, McMaster is 

requesting that the total activity possession limit set for the year is increased above the limit for this 

licence type (>1015 Bq), as defined in the Class I Nuclear Facilities Regulations.  This time-limited 

exemption will ensure uninterrupted Canadian supply of Lu-177 while McMaster applies for a Class 

1B licence for the CANS facility. This exemption request application has been prepared in 

accordance with REGDOC-3.4.1 Guide for Applicants and Intervenors Writing CNSC Commission 

Member Documents, Version 1.1 and is provided as Attachment 1. 

McMaster University has partnered with external customers to perform Lu-177 decanning activities 

in the CANS facility, since August 2023, becoming part of one of the largest supply chains for this 

isotope in the world. These activities have been performed under the existing McMaster NSRD 

Consolidated Uses of Nuclear Substances licence (Use Type 815) [1].   It should be noted that the 

Lu-177 is only repackaged at CANS and is in McMaster’s possession for less than 24 hours.  No 

processing of the Lu-177 takes place at CANS. 
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In order to support the continued ability of McMaster University to perform Lu-177 de-canning 

activities in CANS, we are requesting a time-limited total possession limit of 8,500 TBq of Lu-177, 

2,100 TBq of Yb-175 and 2,200 TBq of activated materials.    

McMaster has a long history of safe and compliant nuclear activities, and we believe that our 

experience, qualified staff and strong safety programs positions CANS well to continue to support 

the current Canadian and global supply chain. The CANS facility at McMaster University is currently 

the most suitable location available in Ontario to help support the critical supply of Lu-177 to 

patients with advanced prostate cancer and the continued work will ensure patients maintain 

access to this life-saving therapy.  

If you have any further questions or require clarification on the information in the licence 

application, please contact me at 647-261-2500. 

Regards, 

 

Josip Zic      
Chief Nuclear Officer    
Nuclear Operations and Facilities     
McMaster University   

Attachments: 1 

 
cc:            Karen Owen-Whitred – CNSC  Derek Cappon – McMaster  
                 Sylvain Faille – CNSC    Julianna Liberatore – McMaster  
                 Neil Babcock – CNSC   Christopher Malcolmson – McMaster  
     Ramzi Jammal – CNSC             Martijn Jimmink – McMaster 
       John Preston – McMaster 
       Andy Knights - McMaster 
       David Farrar – McMaster  
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