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GENERATIUN Nuclear Regulatory Affairs

889 Brock Road P82-6 Pickering, Ontario L1W 3J2 Tel: 905-839-6746 Ext: 5264
robin.manley@opg.com

July 30, 2014

CD#: N-CORR-00531-06628

MR. BRIAN TORRIE
Director General
Regulatory Policy Directorate

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
280 Slater Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 559

Dear Mr. Torrie;

OPG Comments on Draft REGDOC-2.9.1, Environmental Protection: Environmental
Assessments

The purpose of this letter is to provide Ontario Power Generation (OPG) comments on Draft
REGDOC-2.9.1, Environmental Protection: Environmental Assessments. OPG appreciates
the opportunity to provide comments during the development of this regulatory document,
and hopes that OPG will have further opportunity to comment, as we have significant
concerns with some aspects of this draft document.

OPG fully accepts responsibility to make adequate provision to protect the environment from
impacts arising from our licensed activities and acknowledges that environmental studies
demonstrating the environmental effects that have occurred and are predicted to occur in the
future are required as part of our licence application submissions. However, OPG is
concerned that Part A of this draft document introduces significant uncertainty in the licensing
process as a result of the potential differences between the environmental assessment
process under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA) 2012 and the
requirements of the Nuclear Safety and Control Act (NSCA). For example, it is not clear
whether the general limitation to components of the environment that are within the legislative
authority of Parliament in CEAA 2012 is meant to be applied to an application under the
NSCA. The term NSCA Environmental Assessment is of particular concern due to the
confusion that it introduces as to the applicability of CEAA 2012, for example the definitions
and assessment criterion. OPG suggests the term “Protection of the Environment” is a better
term, since it is consistent with the current licensing requirement, and will avoid confusion
with CEAA terminology.

OPG believes that Part A of this draft REGDOC should be removed and Part B re-issued as
its own document, e.g. REGDOC-2.9.2. If Part A remains then it should be included with Part
B and rewritten to provide a description of the environmental studies required as part of a
licence application submission, and a description of how that information will be assessed by
the CNSC and the public as part of the licensing process.



Mr. Brian Torrie

July 30, 2014
CD# N-CORR-00531-06628

In order for OPG to prepare for submitting licence applications, the criteria that trigger the
need to provide a new assessment of potential environmental effects compared to existing
predictions of environmental effects also need to be defined. The criteria are required for
Part A, and should tie to the environmental risk assessments and environmental monitoring
programs under the CSA standards that the licensees are already performing for their
facilities. Part A should also specify the content of the environmental studies which are to be
required in licence application submissions that differentiates between an initial application, a
renewal of an existing licence on the same licensing basis as was previously approved, and
for the purpose of an amendment of that licensing basis due to either a change in the facility
or a change in the CNSC requirements. OPG requests a CNSC Workshop be held to
address stakeholder comments on draft REGDOC-2.9.1.

OPG's detailed comments on Draft REGDOC-2.9.1 are included in Attachment 1, providing
more detail on the above points. This review of Draft REGDOC-2.9.1, and the resulting
comments, was conducted in conjunction with Bruce Power, New Brunswick Power, and
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited.

If you require further information or have any questions regarding this submission, please
contact me at (905) 839-6747, extension 5264.

Sincerely,

Robin Manley ’)
Director
Nuclear Regulatory Affairs

Attach.

cc: consultation@cnhsc-ccsn.gc.ca
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Attached to OPG Letter, R. Manley to B. Torrie, "OPG Comments on Draft
REGDOC-2.9.1, Environmental Protection: Environmental Assessments,”
CD# N-CORR-00531-06628

ATTACHMENT 1

OPG Comments on Draft REGDOC-2.9.1,
Environmental Protection: Environmental Assessments
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