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Dear Sir/Madame, 

RE: Comments on Comments on Draft REGDOC-2.7.3 Radiation Protection Guidelines 

for Safe Handling of Decedents 

Thank you for the opp01tunity to comment on comments received for Draft REGDOC-2.7.3 

Radiation Protection Guidelines for Safe Handling of Decedents. 

Generally commenters seem to be of similar viewpoints and could probably function as a 

collaborative group going forward. I was somewhat smprised to see that the maj01ity of 

comments came from health-care than death-care professionals - this draft REGDOC seems 

aimed at death-care professionals. This topic has been of concern to many medical RSOs for a 

number of years now so maybe the "skewed" response should have been expected after all. 

The report or discussion paper submitted by the Quebec Ministry of Health and Social Services 

seems aimed at health-care and RSOs/Health Physicists, especially with activity limits proposed 

for many radionuclides. Perhaps this report could form part of a follow-on document aimed at 



M e di c al R S Os/ H e alt h P h ysi cists ? T h e r e p ort s e e ms t o g o b e y o n d dr aft R E G D O C- 2. 7. 3 as it 

d el v es i nt o di a g n osti c r a di o n u cli d es. T h e f o ur m o c k s c e n ari os pr es e nt e d s e e m h el pf ul. M y m ai n 

c o n c er n wit h t h e Q u e b e c g o v er n m e nt r e p ort is t h at it s e e ms t o r e c o m m e n d i m pl e m e nt ati o n of 

s p e cifi c r e g ul ati o ns vs t h e dr aft R E G D O C w hi c h is m or e a b o ut “s m all g ” g ui d a n c e. T h at c o ul d 

b e a n eff e ct of a n al y zi n g t h e Q u e b e c d o c u m e nt writt e n i n Fr e n c h b y a n E n glis h-s p e a k er w h o is 

n ot c o n v ers a nt i n Fr e n c h.  

 

T h e s u g g est e d v al u es i n T a bl e 1 of t h e Q u e b e c g o v er n m e nt r e p ort m a y b e o v erl y c o ns er v ati v e,  - 

usi n g t h e R a d Pr o  o n-li n e c al c ul at or f or F- 1 8, I- 1 3 1 a n d T c-9 9 m t o esti m at e a cti viti es gi vi n g 0. 5  

u S v/ h at 1 m a n d 2 5 u S v/ h at 1 m r es ult e d i n hi g h er l e v els ( al m ost 1. 4 t o 3 X diff er e n c e) t h a n 

t h os e s h o w n i n t h e r e p ort. If t h e v al u es i n T a bl e 1 ar e o v erl y c o ns er v ati v e, w h at is t h e i m p a ct o n 

v al u es t hr o u g h t h e b o d y of t h e d o c u m e nt ? T h e r e p ort st at es t h at i n t h e c as e of tr a ns p ort ati o n of 

t h e b o d y or b o d y p arts, P T N S  2 0 1 5 m ust b e o bs er v e d w h er e as t h e dr aft R E G D O C pr o vi d es a n 

e x e m pti o n ( P D F p a g e 1 6, S e cti o n 8 P ar a 2).  

 

 

 

Si n c er el y,  

 

J. Dovy ak 
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