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Why the CNL application for a 10-year 
license for nuclear research and test 
establishment operations at Chalk River 
Laboratories must be rejected 

Personal opinions of 
J. P. Unger 
Canadian Citizen 
Ottawa 



Criticism may not be agreeable, but it is 
necessary. It fulfills the same function 
as pain in the human body. It calls 
attention to an unhealthy state of 
things.  

- Winston Churchill
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Fiscally questionable 
• 10-year license effectively leading to…

o billions in taxpayers’ money and subsidies

• For foreign, private profit

o CNL &“Canadian National” consortium = foreign-owned
businesses & SNC-Lavalin

o A “role in the global nuclear marketplace” –corporate goals
not Canada’s

• With what public return on investment?

o greater public health and security risks

o deferred radioactive waste liabilities
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Public exposure 
• Weak controls – over 150 license conditions and

compliance verification criteria to be eliminated

• Grave public health implications – including
weakened provisions on dumping of radioactive
wastes

• Global security risk – purely commercial business goal
of spreading nuclear reactors to global markets
despite instability and extremism spreading globally
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Ethically indefensible 
• Harper government’s “preferred bidder” ≠ best proposal

or transparent competition

• Increasing public risks…
o Handing over publicly-owned nuclear facilities,

equipment, processing & dumping of radioactive waste

• To maximize private profits for…
o A foreign-owned business guilty of criminal activity
o A Canadian business blacklisted globally by the World

Bank and facing criminal charges for fraud and bribery
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What should be done now? 

• Reject the application in question

• Extend current CRL license for a short
period, focus on clean-up

• Open all options to Parliamentary and
public discussion and scrutiny
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What should be done now? 

• Do not allow any new licenses for
companies that have been involved in
criminal activity or are facing criminal
charges

• Consider CNL and the “Canadian
National” Energy Alliance for future
licenses only if and when all partners are
clear of criminal wrongdoing
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