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Introduction

The Provincial Council of Women of Ontario (PCWO) is a member-funded non-
governmental, non-partisan, non-sectarian organization, that has been working for close
to 95 years to advance the status of women, and improve and enhance the lives of their
families and of their communities in Ontario. PCWO is federated with the National
Council of Women of Canada and the International Council of Women.

A healthy and safe environment for all Ontario citizens and their families has always
been of the utmost importance to our members. Consequently, we have been
monitoring the proposed solutions and processes for the safe operation of nuclear
facilities and the disposal of all types of nuclear waste for many years.

As PCWO is concerned greatly about the dangers and risks to our healthy Ontario (and
Quebec) environment it is opposed to the Canadian Nuclear Laboratories (CNL)
application for a 10 year licence of the Chalk River Laboratories. Therefore we
recommend strongly that, if approved , no more than a 2 year licence be granted, and
extremely strong regulatory CNSC oversight conditions be set within any licence for
the following reasons:

e Atomic Energy of Canada , a Crown Corporation which until recently had
considerable expertise amongst its many hundreds of scientists and other
employees who managed Chalk River for 62 years, were often limited to
between 2 year single - project extensions , and at the most 5 year licences.
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Even within these time frames, AECL’s adherence to the licence conditions were
at times critiqued and modified by CNSC due to deficiencies in such things as
reliability 1.

In its licence application, CNL, a consortium of private companies, in co-
partnership with Atomic Energy of Canada, states that its “ CNL dedicated
employees are its primary asset. The commitment, dedication and technical
excellence of CNL’s employees having established a proud heritage over many
decades “2. Yet now, CNL is just a shell of the former operator Atomic Energy
of Canada (AECL), its private-sector management having let go thousands of
AECL employees and retained a bare minimum of about 40.3.

CNL's responsibilities over the next several years are enormous, including such
tasks as decontaminating and decommissioning infrastructure, remediating sites
and safely storing and disposing of radioactive waste in a manner that protects
the public, workers and the environment 4.

Despite this daunting responsibility, CNL is rushing ahead with its mandated
tasks, most recently evidenced by a promise to government that it was
“pursuing the fastest, most cost effective way (s) of executing the DWM
(Decommissioning and Waste Management ) mission including disposal of all
waste” s.

According to the latest review of CNL by the Attorney General of Canada, it has
a complete *“lack of formal plans for assessing risks” 6. This is of grave
concern to PCWO, many other scientists, and the general public.

**This flaw was underlined recently by the media report of an internal Ontario Power
Generation memo, that workers were pulled from Ontario nuclear plants due to
‘concerning trend of safety incidents,’ 7.

CNSC staff has recommended changes, including the deletion of half of the
current licence conditions, that will mean less regulatory oversight, fewer
requirements for reporting; and weaker regulatory language s.

All of the above concerns are exacerbated by the dangers posed by the physical
properties of the Chalk River site itself, which lies on a known geological fault
area, with a history of regular earthquakes, close to the Ottawa River, upstream
from major Ontario and Quebec urban centres. 9



Conclusion

To conclude, in the interests of public and worker health and safety, and environmental
protection, PCWO asks the following most important question underlying all of the
issues we and many other scientists, public interest groups, health and safety
professionals and concerned Canadians have raised.

Why would the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission grant a primarily private sector
consortium , with no proven track record at this site, and with such enormous
responsibilities as it carries out multiple potentially dangerous tasks, a licence that is
between 2 and 5 times longer that AECL has received in the past, and with much
weaker standards, rather than a 2 year licence with even stronger licence
requirements ?
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