
From: Legare, Michele [mailto:mlegare@toh.ca]  
Sent: Friday, November 17, 2017 3:19 PM 
To: Consultation (CNSC/CCSN) 
Subject: REGDOC-2.7.3: comments 
 
Good Afternoon,  
I am writing to you on behalf of The Ottawa hospital to provide comments on the draft REGDOC-2.7.3, 
Radiation Protection Guidelines for the Safe Handling of Decedents.   
The Ottawa Hospital appreciates the CNSC undertaking the task of providing guidance to life care, death 
care and radiation safety staff in the event a radioactive patient passes away before the radioactive 
materials have fully decayed.   The scenario involving a radioactive decedent is one filled with confusion, 
fear and strong beliefs and currently there is a void with respect to expectations for hospital RSOs.  
 
Our comments are as follows:  
 
1) In general the document does an excellent job at providing guidance to the death care worker by 
providing detailed explanations of the various therapies, isotopes and general timelines. However, 
throughout the document they are often directed to contact the RSO of the institution who treated the 
patient without providing the RSO any clarifications on how to actually handle the situation.  An 
example would be to provide more guidance on the storage and disposal requirements for handling 
bones with lesions have been removed as part of an autopsy.  
  
2) Table 2 is an excellent resource for explaining that a patient who passes away outside of the times 
listed poses no risk to staff who will handle to the decent.  However, for an RSO it would likely be more 
beneficial to have specific release activities that could be estimated prior to the release the decedent, 
similar to what has been listed in the ICRP safety report # 63. 
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3) While it is useful to provide the relevant provincial legislation, little to no guidance is provided on how 
to proceed with handling a decedent under that legislation.  It would be more useful to clearly state the 
provinces in which cremation is clearly not allowed and whether that regulation applies to both sealed 
and unsealed sources.  For example, when reading the Ontario funeral home legislation one is lead to 
believe that only sealed sources are prohibited from cremation.  Yet, from our experience liquid sources 
were also prohibited.  
 
Once again, we are very appreciative of the CNSC taking on the task of providing guidance for what is a 
complicated issue involving a wide variety of scenarios.  
Sincerely,  
  
Michèle Légaré, M. Sc. 
Director and Corporate Radiation and Laser Safety Officer/ Directrice et principale 
responsable de la Radioprotection et de la Sécurité des lasers 
  
Department of Radiation and Laser Safety| Service de la radioprotection et de la Sécurité des lasers 
The Ottawa Hospital | L’Hôpital d’Ottawa 
1053 av. Carling ave. (E/F), Ottawa, ON, K1Y 4E9 
T: 613-798-5555, 13559 | F:  613-761-5322 
mlegare@toh.ca 
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Des gens de compassion. Des soins de calibre mondial. 
  
  

  
 

Confidentiality Statement - The contents of this e-mail, including its attachment, are intended 
for the exclusive use of the recipient and may contain confidential or privileged information.  If 
you are not the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from reading, using, disclosing, 
copying, or distributing this e-mail or any of its contents.  If you received this e-mail in error, 
please notify the sender by reply e-mail immediately or the Information and Privacy Office 
(infoprivacyoffice@toh.ca) and permanently delete this e-mail and its attachments, along with 
any copies thereof.  Thank you. 

  
Avis de confidentialité – Ce courriel, y compris ses pièces jointes, s’adresse au destinataire 
uniquement et pourrait contenir des renseignements confidentiels. Si vous n’êtes pas le bon 
destinataire, il est strictement interdit de lire, d’utiliser, de divulguer, de copier ou de diffuser 
ce courriel ou son contenu, en partie ou en entier. Si vous avez reçu ce courriel par erreur, 
veuillez en informer immédiatement l’expéditeur ou le bureau de la protection de la vie privée et 
de l’information (info.privee@lho.ca), puis effacez le courriel ainsi que les pièces jointes et toute 
autre copie. Merci. 
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