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C N S C  M E E T I N G



ATHABASCA
CHIPEWYAN
FIRST
NATION

We have occupied our region for thousands of
years. We continue to hunt, trap, fish, and
gather just as our ancestors before us. 

We are the K’ai Taile Denesuline, stewards of
the region. We carry a deep understanding of
the land and are committed to creating a better
world for the generations to come.



O U R  T R A D I T I O N A L  T E R R I T O R Y  I S
I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  T H E  B O R E A L
F O R E S T  I N  C A N A D A .  W E  H A V E

O C C U P I E D  T H I S  L A N D  F O R
T H O U S A N D S  O F  Y E A R S  A N D

C O N T I N U E  T O  D O  S O .  W I T H I N  T H A T
L A N D  I S  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  F O R T

C H I P E W Y A N ,  A  C O M M U N I T Y
D I R E C T L Y  D O W N S T R E A M  O F

C A N A D A ’ S  B I G G E S T  E X T R A C T I V E
O P E R A T I O N S .

WHERE ARE WE?



ACFN
STRESSORS

O I L S A N D S
U R A N I U M
H Y D R O E L E C T R I C  D A M S
R A R E  E A R T H  M I N E R A L S



Past and Present
ACFN has proved to the commission the
proponents and respective governments that
we have significant Traditional Land Use in
the area.

Including but not limited to:
 łuezą́n tué chogh (Carswell Lake), thai
tué (Sandy Lake)
łuezą́n túaze (Cluff Lake) 
Lake Athabasca on both sides of the
Saskatchewan-Alberta border

Western methods have proved we have
utilized this area of Treaty No. 8. In this
area, our nation practices traditional
activities that are vital to our nation’s food
security.

Including but not limited to: 
ceremonial practices, 
trapping, 
camping and living in cabins, 
travelling to important land use areas
harvesting resources



TREATY RIGHTS AND UNDRIP

UNDRIP outlines a framework for fostering respectful and meaningful
dialogue with indigenous communities, emphasizing principles such as

free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC) and the recognition of
indigenous peoples' inherent rights to self-determination and land

stewardship.

Our communities constitutionally protected treaty rights demand that
both government and industry honourably engage with us to ensure

industrial development does not meaningfully diminish the ability of our
members to exercise their treaty rights on the land.



2025 Signed a terms of reference with
CNSC
Ongoing quarterly meetings with Nations
members and staff 
Utilize the Participant funding to review
documents& attend meetings/ hearings 
Utilize the Grants 

Capacity -employment & training
Research - TLUS

CNSC Realtionship 



Impacts to ACFN 
ACFN has endured this indusrty for far too long and historically
had little to no engagement or consultation that is to our
standards. 

Currently:
 Over 25 active Uranium exploration permits in traditional
territory 
3 legcay mine clean up 
Properties moving into the Government of Saskatchewan
program 
2 proposed Uranium mines 



ACFN Submission
ROR 2024 ACFN intervention report will focus on three Regulatory Oversight Reports 2024

1.Nuclear Power Generation sites
2.Uranium mines and Mills
3.Uranium and Nuclear substance Processing Facilities



A C F N  i s  s e e i n g  n e w  b u i l d s  b e i n g  p r o p o s e d  i n
A C F N  t e r r i t o r y

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  s y s t e m  
S a f e g u a r d i n g  A C F N - p r o t e c t e d  T r e a t y  R i g h t s  
R i s k  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

Nuclear Power
Generation site 



1 . N o  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  n e w  p l a n t s  i n c l u d e d  o r  h o w  t h e y  w i l l  b e
a d d r e s s e d

2 . I n c r e a s e  i n  n o n - c o m p l i a n c e :  R e q u i r e  a  l e v e l  s y s t e m  t o  b e
d e f i n e d .

3 . I n d i g e n o u s  H e a l t h  a n d  K n o w l e d g e  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d   
4 . F a c i l i t y  a n d   w a s t e  s t o r a g e  a r e  n o t  a d e q u a t e  
5 . e x p o s u r e  t o  w o r k e r s  
6 . D e f i n e d  l e v e l  s y s t e m s
7 . F i s h  i m p i n g e m e n t s
8 . I n d i c e n t -  r e l e a s e  o f  l i q u i d  w a s t e  
9 . u s e  o f  p u b l i c  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s a f e t y  p r o t o c o l s  

Generation site: Issues  



1 . E x p a n d i n g  o n  r e p o r t s  t o  i n c l u d e  
a . I d e n t i t y  l e v e l  s y s t e m  f o r  s p i l l s ,  r e l e a s e s ,  a n d  n o n - c o m p l i a n c e  

2 . T r e n d  a n a l y s i s  o f  n o n -  c o m p l i a n c e  t o  i d e n t i f y  c o m m o n  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e
i n c r e a s e

3 . I n c l u s i o n  o f  I n d i g e n o u s  h e a l t h  f a c t o r s  i s  a  v a l u e d  c o m p o n e n t  t o  s i t e  p r e p a r a t i o n  
4 . H i g h e r  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  c o n s u l t a t i o n  e x p e c t a t i o n s  
5 . N e e d  f o r  u p  s i z i n g  f a c i l t i e s  t o  b e  a c c u r a t e  f o r  a c c u r a t e  f u t u r e  p l a n n i n g
6 . B e t t e r  p u b l i c  a n d  n a t i o n a l  p r o t o c o l s  o f  e x p o s u r e   
7 . L e v e l  s y s t e m  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h u m a n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h e a l t h  i m p a c t s
8 . M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  i n c i d e n t s  f r o m  t h e  r e l e a s e -  c u r r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  n o t

h e l p f u l  
9 . I n c l u s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  p a r t i e s  i n  p l a n n i n g  
1 0 .C o n s u l t a t i o n  P r o c e s s  u p d a t e  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h  N a t i o n s  f o r

b u i l d i n g  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g .  

Generation site:
Reccomendations 



4  T H E M E S  

1 . W O R K E R S  R A D I A T I O N  
2 . S P I L L S ,  R E L E A S E S ,  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  P R O T E C T I O N
3 . R E L I A N C E  O N  A V E R A G E S  A N D  G U I D L I N E  C A P A R I S O N S  
4 . M O N I T O R I N G  P R O G R A M  

Uranium mines and
Mills 



Mines & Mills 
In ACFN’s submission, the key concerns
include, but are not limited to:

Worker health
Frequency of radiation level exceedance 
long-term cumulative impacts 
Indigenous health 
Treaty rights & duty to consult
Classification of events 
Environmental health 
Monitoring 
Inspections 

ACFN insists that these ROR be heavily
expanded to include supporting data and
definitions to the statements being made.



D i r e c t l y  a s k e d  1 6
q u e s t i o n s  t o  C N S C  t o
a n s w e r  o r  c l a r i f y  o u r
f i n d i n g s .  

Uranium mines and
Mills 

ACFN expects direct responses from the CNSC to
these issues and to provide information in future

reports



1 . S P I L L ,  R E L E A S E ,  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  P R O T E C T I O N  
a . l a c k  o f  r e p o r t i n g ,  A C F N  n o t  a f f e c t e d ,  b u t  p u s h  f o r  s t r o n g e r

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  s u r r o u n d i n g  N a t i o n s
2 . A N N U A L  A V E R A G E S  A N D  G U I D E L I N E S  

a . i n t o  c o n s i d e r i n g  o r  c o n n e c t e d  t o  i n d i g e n o u s  h e a l t h  v a l u e s  o r  p u b l i c
h e a l t h  m o d e l i n g   

3 . M O N I T O R I N G  P R O G R A M S  
a . “ P e o p l e  &  e n v i r o n m e n t  r e m a i n e d  p r o t e c t e d . ”  
b . g a p s  r a i s e d  b y  N a t i o n s  n o t  a d d r e s s e d  i n  R O R  
c . l a c k o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  =  l a c k  o f  t r u s t  

Nuclear Substance
processing Facilities 



“No lasting Impact” 

Spills, Releases & Environmental
Protection



Not included in
assessment  

Not included in the assessment 
Frequency and trends
Mass and load 
Downstream transport and aquatic changes 

The current system looks at these as isolated instances rather than as cumulative
downstream impacts to health



L A C K  O F  D E F I N E D  L E V E L S  O F  E X P R O S U R E ,
N O N  C O M P L I A N C E ,  H E A L T H  A N D
U N S A T I S F A C T O R Y  R E P O R T S .  

Issue 



Action and Statements

ACFN requests that the CNSC ensure that our written 7
oral submission is taken under consideration, and the

actions and requests outlined today be addressed 



CONCLUSION
Our people have occupied this land for generations and

intend to continue to practice our Treaty Rights for
generations to come

We will be continually reviewing the current status and risk
in all Uranium development in this region and hope that

these projects learn from past mistakes and oversight when
it comes Indigenous Stewardship

ACFN will be available and will continue to be leaders in
environmental protection for all those that seek it



F R O M  T H E  K ' Á I  T A I L É  D E N É

Marsi Cho


