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 MEMORANDUM NOTE DE SERVICE 

  
 

     Security Classification – Classification de 
sécurité 

To  Haidy Tadros, Director General DNCFR 
 

  Unclassified 

A   
Karine Glenn, Director WDD 

  e-Doc number / ccm number 

     5287909     
     Your File – Votre référence 

From      De  Matthew Herod, Project Officer, WDD   
     Date Tel. No. – No de tél. 

     July 7, 2017 613-995-7541 
       

Subject 
Objet Saskatchewan Research Council’s request for approval of the detailed plans for part of 

the tailings remediation activities 
 
ISSUE/QUESTION 
 
Request for approval by SRC of the detailed design plans for part of the remediation activities for the 
Gunnar site tailings area 
 
PURPOSE/OBJECTIF 
 
Approval of the detailed plans allowing SRC to proceed with grading of the Gunnar site Main Tailings 
area as delegated by the Commission under Commission Record of Proceedings Request for the Partial 
Removal of a Hold Point for the Gunnar Remediation Project (Section 2-10) [1]. 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Commission issued SRC a Waste Nuclear Substance Licence (WNSL) for the Project, which is 
located at the Gunnar Legacy Uranium Mine Site (Gunnar site) in Northern Saskatchewan in  
January 2015 [2]. The current operating licence, WNSL-W5-3151.00/2024, expires on  
November 30, 2024. Following a hearing held in September 2016, the Commission granted approval to 
SRC to implement the remediation plans for the tailings area at the Gunnar site [2]. The Commission 
required that SRC submit and obtain approval for the detailed design plans for the tailings area prior to 
carrying out the remediation activities and delegated this approval to the Director General of the 
Directorate of Nuclear Cycle and Facilities Regulation (DG DNCFR) or the Executive Vice-President 
and Chief Regulatory Operations Officer.  
 
SRC has submitted a request for approval of the detailed plans to grade the Gunnar main tailings and 
manage associated water. SRC has submitted the detailed design documents to support the request and 
CNSC staff’s review of this documentation is outlined below [3, 4]. Other activities within the tailings 
remediation plan remain on-hold pending SRC’s response to CNSC’s comments on the detailed design 
plans for the rest of the remediation of the tailings area and will be the subject of a future CNSC 
approval.  
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2.0 REVIEW OF APPLICATION TO BEGIN GUNNAR TAILINGS REMEDIATION 
ACTIVITES 

 
2.1 Description of the Request  
 
SRC has requested approval of the detailed plans to grade the Gunnar Main Tailings area as required 
under the Commission Record of Proceedings Request for the Partial Removal of a Hold Point 
for the Gunnar Remediation Project (Section 2-10) [1]. The purpose of the grading is to create a water-
shedding landform to eliminate standing bodies of water on the Gunnar Main Tailings area. This work 
entails:  

 clearing and grubbing of vegetation that currently cover the tailings area; 

 grading the Gunnar Main Tailings area to create a water-shedding landform with positive surface 
drainage to eliminate standing bodies of water on the landform; and 

 using the northern outlet for drainage which is consistent with the environmental assessment. 
 
SRC has submitted the supported detailed design information related to these activities. SRC has 
received the required permits from the Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment for the approval of this 
work, including the water management, and has workers and equipment on site ready to proceed with 
the above activities pending CNSC’s approval.  

2.2 CNSC Staff Assessment of the Application 

CNSC staff have completed a review and assessment of the request by SRC. CNSC staff confirm that 
the proposed work is consistent with the remediation plans approved by the Commission, and the 
detailed design plans meet the CNSC criteria outlined in related sections of the LCH as well as 
engineering best practice [5]. CNSC staff further confirm that the work poses very low risk to workers 
and the environment and all necessary procedures and plans to carry out the work safely are in place. 
Based on their review, CNSC staff conclude that there is also very low potential for workers to receive 
a radiation dose while conducting this work, however, a robust RP program that has been reviewed by 
CNSC staff remains in place to ensure ALARA and that doses are monitored.  
 
CNSC staff are of the opinion that SRC is qualified to carry on the various licensed activities, and that 
SRC has made adequate provision for the protection of the environment, the health and safety of 
persons.   
 
3.0 CONCLUSIONS  
 
CNSC staff have concluded that:  
 
 The detailed plans are consistent with the remediation plans approved by the Commission;  

 
 SRC is qualified to carry out the activities of grading the Gunnar Main Tailings area and manage 

associated water which are authorized by the waste nuclear substance licence  
WNSL-W5-3151.00/2024; and 

 
 SRC will, in carrying out those activities, make adequate provision for the protection of the health 

and safety of persons, the environment and the maintenance of national security and measures 
required to implement international obligations to which Canada has agreed. 
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4.0 RECOMMENDATION 
 
CNSC staff recommend that the DG DNCFR, as delegated by the Commission: 
 
a) accept CNSC staff conclusions; and 
b) approve the detailed plan to grade the Gunnar Main Tailings and manage associated water. 
 
References: 
 
[1] Commission Record of Proceedings Request for the Partial Removal of a Hold Point 

for the Gunnar Remediation Project (September 30, 2015) e-Doc 4890573  
 

[2] Waste Nuclear Substance Licence Saskatchewan Research Council Gunnar Legacy Uranium 
Mine Site, WNSL-W5-3151.00/2024, e-Doc 4496683 

 
[3] Gunnar Tailings Remediation Detailed Design Report-Final, e-Doc 5167802 
 
[4] Gunnar Main Tailings Grading Summary, e-Doc 5284214 
 
[5] ERAD review of Gunnar tailings remediation detailed design (March 30, 2017) e-Doc 5190207 
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MEMORANDUM NOTE DE 

SERVICE 
  

 

     Security Classification – Classification de 
sécurité 

To  Haidy Tadros, Director General DNCFR 
 

  Unclassified 

A  Peter Fundarek, Director, UMMD    e-Doc number  

     6041290     
     Your File – Votre référence 

From     
2.05 

De   
 
Dana Pandolfi, Project Officer, UMMD 

  

     Date Tel. No. – No de 
tél. 

     March 13, 2020 613-996-7310 
       

Subject 
Objet Saskatchewan Research Council’s request for approval of the detailed plans for the 

other site aspects remediation activities 

ISSUE 

Request by Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC) for approval of the detailed design plans for the 
other aspects remediation activities at the Gunnar site.  

PURPOSE 

Approval of the detailed remediation plans, allowing SRC to proceed with work on the Gunnar site other 
site aspects work as delegated by the Commission under Commission Record of Proceedings Request 
for the Removal of a Hold Point for Phase 2 of the Gunnar Remediation Project (Section 2-9) [1,2]. 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The Commission issued to SRC a Waste Nuclear Substance Licence (WNSL) for the project, which is 
located at the Gunnar Legacy Uranium Mine Site (Gunnar site) in Northern Saskatchewan in  
January 2015 [1]. The current operating licence, WNSL-W5-3151.00/2024, expires on  
November 30, 2024 [3].  Following a hearing held in September 2016, the Commission removed the 
hold point for Phase 2 allowing SRC to submit the detailed remediation plan for the other site aspects 
[1,2]. The Commission required that SRC submit and obtain approval for the detailed design plans for 
the other site aspects, prior to carrying out the remediation activities.  The Commission delegated this 
approval to the Director General of the Directorate of Nuclear Cycle and Facilities Regulation (DG 
DNCFR) or the Executive Vice-President and Chief Regulatory Operations Officer (EVP CROO).  

SRC has submitted a request for approval of the detailed plans for remediation of the Gunnar other site 
aspects. SRC has submitted the detailed design documents to support the request and CNSC staff’s 
review of this documentation is outlined below [4, 6, 8, 10, 11, and 12].  
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2.0 REVIEW OF APPLICATION TO BEGIN GUNNAR TAILINGS REMEDIATION 
ACTIVITES 

2.1 Description of the Request  

SRC has requested approval of the detailed remediation plans for the Gunnar other site aspects as 
required under the Commission Record of Proceedings Request for the Removal of a Hold Point for 
Phase 2 of the Gunnar Remediation Project (Section 2-9) [2]. The work completed during the Phase 1 
for the Preliminary Remediation Design for the Other Site Aspects, included the following: 
 For the waste rock piles: the volume was reduced as the  waste rock was used for tailings cover 

and the remainder as grading thereby reducing the waste rock piles height and side slopes. The 
surface of the waste rock piles was covered with locally available soil and vegetated with native 
plant species; 

 For the open pit: reduced the volume of contaminated water flowing into the pit, and ensured the 
continued isolation of the pit from Lake Athabasca, by maintaining the rock barrier between the pit 
and the lake; 

 For the mine shaft: constructed an engineered cap over the vent raise, mine shaft and back raise;  
 For the demolition debris: recycled wood and metal to the extent possible and managed demolition 

waste in an onsite engineered landfill. 
In addition to the work described above and upon review of the preliminary plan, an Updated 
Preliminary Remediation Design was produced to disposition CNSC staff review comments on the 
preliminary design, as well as comments from other stakeholders. In addition, more detailed fieldwork 
and studies were completed in relation to these comments.  

The work completed as part of the Detailed Remediation Design entails: 

 Completion of a Failure Modes and Effects Analysis (FMEA);  
 Completion of supporting studies (technical memorandums);  
 Advancement of the remediation designs for each of the Other Site Aspects to a detailed 

engineering level;   
 Completion of construction Technical Specifications; and  
 Preparation of Issued for Review (IFR) construction drawings. 

In addition, the establishment of landfills A and B where landfill A will consist of material such as non-
hazardous demolition debris, asbestos containing material (ACM), and wood debris, the latter being 
chipped/mulched and used to support the cover. Landfill B will consist of waste such as pH impacted 
waste rock and concrete and soil from the former acid plant area. In addition, landfill B will also contain 
non-tailings low-level radioactive waste and petroleum hydrocarbon impacted soils. Both will be 
constructed in accordance with the regulatory guidelines of the CNSC and both the Saskatchewan and 
Alberta Landfill Regulations (EMPA 2010 and EPEA 2010) as well as the already approved design 
criteria. 
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As for waste rock, the historic drainage channel will be re-established, there will be a re-grading of both 
the East and South Waste Rock Piles as well as the waste rock slopes along the shoreline of the former 
fuel farm, former school/community center and the former Gunnar West town site area. A minimum of 
0.5-meter-thick cover for gamma reduction will be constructed for areas that have elevated gamma 
signatures (this includes the general mine site area but excludes both the tailings and catchment 3 areas, 
which have their own specific cover design criteria).  
 
Finally, for the remainder of the general site, an engineered cap will be constructed to cover the vent 
raise, mineshaft and backfill raise, adhering to both the engineering and regulatory requirements as 
stated above [4]. 
 
SRC has submitted the detailed design information related to each of these activities as well as future 
work proposed for 2020 and subsequent years. SRC has workers and equipment on site ready to proceed 
with the above activities pending CNSC’s approval.  

2.2 CNSC Staff Assessment of the Application 

CNSC staff have completed reviews and assessments of the plans submitted by SRC [5,7,9,13]. CNSC 
staff confirm that the proposed work is consistent with the remediation plans approved by the 
Commission, and the detailed design plans meet the CNSC criteria outlined in related sections of the 
LCH, in accordance with engineering best practice. CNSC staff have requested additional information 
pertaining to the landfill B design to determine if construction of a baseliner is necessary or whether the 
bedrock at the site chosen would be sufficient. SRC agreed to conduct a structure mapping of the 
Landfill B area after the foundation and sidewalls of landfill B are exposed. Once the structure mapping 
is completed, SRC will provide the additional information for CNSC specialist review. If CNSC staff 
determine that the information provided answers to CNSC staff’s concerns, an additional delegated 
authority submission will be provided [8]. 
  
Aside from the questions related to landfill B, CNSC staff confirm that the work poses low risk to 
workers and the environment and all necessary procedures and plans to carry out the work safely are in 
place. Based on their review, CNSC staff conclude that there is also low potential for workers to 
receive a radiation dose above acceptable regulatory limits while conducting this work. All workers 
conducting remediation activities are designated as NEW’s. A robust RP program that has been 
reviewed by CNSC staff remains in place to ensure that doses remain ALARA and are monitored.  
 
It is the position of CNSC staff that SRC is qualified to carry on the various licensed activities with the 
exception of the construction of landfill B until further notice, and that SRC has made adequate 
provision for the protection of the environment, the health and safety of persons.   
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3.0 CONCLUSIONS  

CNSC staff have concluded that:  

 The detailed plans are consistent with the remediation plans approved by the Commission;  

 SRC is qualified to carry out the remediation activities of the Gunnar Other Site Aspects, with the 
exception of landfill B, which are authorized by the waste nuclear substance licence WNSL-W5-
3151.00/2024; and 

 SRC will, in carrying out those activities, make adequate provision for the protection of the health 
and safety of persons, the environment and the maintenance of national security and measures 
required to implement international obligations to which Canada has agreed. 

4.0 RECOMMENDATION 

CNSC staff recommend that the DG DNCFR, as delegated by the Commission: 
a) accept CNSC staff conclusions; and 
b) approve the detailed plan to remediate the Gunnar Other Site Aspects with the exception of 

Landfill B. 
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 Record of Approval, Including  
 Reasons for Approval 
 
 
 
 
 In the Matter of 
 
 
 
 
Applicant:   Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC) 
 
 
 
 
Subject:  Request for approval by SRC of the construction of Landfill B of the 

other aspects work for the Gunnar Remediation Project 
 
 
 
 
 
Date:   June 22, 2020  
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Record of Approval 
 
 
 

Applicant: Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC) 
     
 
 
 
Address/Location:   Saskatchewan Research Council 

#125-15 Innovation Blvd 
Saskatoon, SK S7N 2X8  

 
 
 
Purpose:  Request for approval by SRC for the detailed design for Landfill B of 

the Gunnar Other Aspects Detailed Remediation Design Phase 2 for 
the Gunnar site 

 
 
 
Request Received:  Initial detailed design plans were received in December 2018  
 
 
 
The Director General of the Directorate of Nuclear Cycle and Facilities Regulation, as 
delegated by the Commission, approves other aspect work plans for the Gunnar site 
remediation activities. 
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Introduction 
Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC) has submitted an updated detailed design for the 
construction of Landfill B which is the remaining item for approval of the Gunnar Other Aspects 
Detailed Remediation Design Phase 2 for the Gunnar site. This detailed design is an update of the 
Updated Preliminary Remediation Design submitted in 2016 (Phase 1) [1, 2]. Other detailed 
remediation plans for the Gunnar other sites aspects were already approved by the delegated 
authority on March 13, 2020 [3] as delegated by the Commission under Commission Record of 
Proceedings Request for the Removal of a Hold Point for Phase 2 of the Gunnar Remediation 
Project (Section 2-9).  
 
Landfill B will consist of waste such as pH impacted waste rock and concrete and soil from the 
former acid plant area. In addition, landfill B will also contain non-tailings low-level radioactive 
waste and petroleum hydrocarbon impacted soils. 

 
Following a hearing held in September 2016, the Commission granted approval to SRC for the 
removal of the hold point on the remediation of the other site components, which included the waste 
rock piles, open pit, mineshaft and demolition waste [1]. The Commission required that SRC submit 
and obtain approval for the detailed design plans for the other aspects remediation work prior to 
carrying out the remediation activities. This approval was delegated to the Director General of the 
Directorate of Nuclear Cycle and Facilities Regulation (DG DNCFR) or the Executive Vice-
President and Chief Regulatory Operations Officer (EVP CROO); as noted in the Record of 
Proceedings, Including Reasons for Decision in the matter of the Request for the Partial Removal of 
a Hold Point for the Gunnar Remediation Project (November 27, 2015) [2] and in the Commission 
Record of Decision for the Removal of a Hold Point for Phase 2 of the Gunnar Remediation Project 
(September 22, 2016) [1]. 

Conditions 

In considering the request, the DG DNCFR, as delegated by the Commission, must determine if:  
The detailed plans for Landfill B are consistent with the remediation plans approved by the 
Commission. 

Decision 

Based on the consideration of the matter, as described in more detail in the following sections, and 
CNSC staff’s information and recommendations as outlined in the referenced memo [4], the DG 
DNCFR, as delegated by the Commission concludes that SRC has met the conditions required for 
them to proceed with the construction of Landfill B and the remediation work described. Therefore,  

 

The DG DNCFR, as delegated by the Commission approves the remaining detailed plan to 
remediate the Gunnar Other Site Aspects which now includes Landfill B.  
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Issues and Findings 

1. In making this decision, the DG DNCFR considered a number of issues relating to SRC’s 
activities and performance in order to approve the proposed work. 

2. The DG DNCFR reviewed CNSC staff’s assessment of the revised detailed plan for Landfill B 
submitted by SRC [4]. The DG DNCFR noted CNSC staff conclusions that the proposed work 
is consistent with the remediation plans approved by the Commission, and the detailed design 
plan meets the CNSC criteria outlined in related sections of the LCH as well as engineering 
best practice. 

3. The DG DNCFR noted CNSC staff confirmation that the work poses very low risk to workers 
and the environment and all necessary procedures and plans to carry out the work safely are in 
place. There is also very low potential for workers to receive a radiation dose while 
conducting this work. 

Conclusion 

The DG DNCFR, as delegated by the Commission, has considered the information and 
submissions set out in the material available for reference. 
Therefore, the DG DNCFR approves SRC’s detailed plan for the construction and remediation 
work related to Landfill B which is part of the other site aspects work at the Gunnar site. 
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Haidy Tadros, M.Sc. Date 22 June 2020 
Director General 
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and Facilities Regulation 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW IDENTIFICATION – REQUEST FORM 
 
After receiving a licence application (the applicant’s initial submission), project officers should promptly fill 
out Section A, provide full e-Access rights to the Environmental Review Division (ERD), and email this 
form to er-ee@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca for ERD staff to identify the type of environmental review required.  
 

Section A. Application details (Licensing/Project Officer to complete) 

Division 
UMMD 

Project Officer  
Torin Takala 

ITAS code 
521B52-LL-NN 

Application title:  Application for Renewal of the Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices Licence NSL-
WS-3151.00/2026 – Saskatchewan Research Council Gunnar Legacy Uranium Mine Site 

Applicant 
 Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC) 

Licence info # in e-Doc profile 
WNS_521B52  

Date received by licensing division 
 Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC) 

Requested ERD response date (two weeks is typical) 
May 30 2025 

e-Docs of application and relevant 
supporting documents (attach to e-mail) 
7319100 

e-Docs of current licence and LCH (if applicable) 
4496683/ 4832476 

Location 
Lake Athabasca, Saskatchewan 

Is this on federal lands? (For reference, see list of federal real property)      
Yes    No  

Are DERPA staff included as FAC Team members for this application, and have they been contacted?  
     Yes    No     N/A  
If yes, please provide their names:  

Decision-maker      Commission      Designated Officer  
 
Application classification      Class IA      Class IB      Mine/Mill      Class II      Other (WNSL) 
 
Is the application for an existing facility?      Yes      No 
 
Licensing action      Issuance      Amendment      Renewal      Approval under a licence condition  
 
                                   Abandon 
 
Comments:  will be requesting a panel of 1 Commission decision with a request that future licensing renewals and 
amendment decision making powers be delegated to a designated officer. 

Application description CNSC staff looking at recommending a 5 year licence period which is a timeframe that 
will enable SRC to a sufficient period of time for the completion of the preparatory work specifically the completion 
of an ERA update. CNSC Staff are also requesting that the commission authorise future licence renewals and 
amendments be carried out by designated officer. Future revocation of a licence and entrance of the site into ICP 
would require another submission to the CNSC for license exemption status and require a commission decision. 



 

 

 
 

Section B. Environmental review identification (ERD staff to complete) 

ER Officer/Specialist:  Nicole Frigault e-Doc: 7518669 

Date of completion:  May 22, 2025 Peer review completed by: Shannon O’Neill 

B1. Federal Lands Provisions of the Impact Assessment Act (IAA)  

Complete steps below (see Agency’s guidance document, as needed) to evaluate if there are IAA section 82 
requirements (projects on federal lands). 
 

1. Is the proposed work/activity in whole or in part on federal lands, as defined under section 2(1) of the IAA?  

Yes    No  

  If no, skip questions 2 to 5. 

2. Is the proposed work/activity a project, as defined under section 81?  
A project is a physical activity, i.e., a task or action requiring a degree of physical effort, such as 
construction, operation, expansion, decommissioning or abandonment; or a physical work, i.e., 
including human-made structures with a defined area and fixed locality? 

Yes    No  

3. Will the Commission carry out the project or exercise a power, perform a duty or function, or provide 
financial assistance in relation to this project, as per section 82?  

Yes    No       

4. Is the proposed work/activity within an excluded class of projects set out in a Ministerial Order issued 
under section 88?  

Yes    No  

5. Is the project in response to an emergency under section 91?  

Yes    No  
 
Are there requirements under the IAA that must be met: Yes    No    
 
 

B2. Knowledge of other jurisdictions’ EA requirements  

Is another jurisdiction required to conduct an EA? (province, land claim agreement area)      

Yes    No    Unknown   

 

B3. Need for an Environmental Protection Review (EPR) per the Nuclear Safety and Control Act (NSCA)  

Is an EPR required?     Yes    No   
All CNSC licensing actions with the potential for environmental interactions undergo an EPR under the NSCA (if 
the designated project provisions of the IAA do not apply). 
 



 

 

How will the EPR be reported / conveyed to the decision-maker? 
     Periodic EPR report (referenced in CMD)       EPR report (appended to CMD)      

     Environmental Protection section of CMD / DOD      N/A (no EPR required)   

Details:  
Date of last EPR report (if applicable):                                              E-Doc:    

Does the EPR report need to be updated:     Yes    No    N/A   

Rationale: 

B4. Next Steps 

protection review report for this facility to be referenced in the CMD]. 
 
NSCA (no ERD action): 
There is no further action by ERD staff as the proposed licensing action has no potential project-environment 
interactions. 
 
This evaluation is based on the information and assumptions provided by the applicant. If relevant information or 
assumptions change, or if the proposal changes and reconsideration is required, please contact the ERD.  
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6 Email to D, Pandolfi (CNSC) from D. 

Sanscartier (SRC) Points potentially 

shutting down work at Gunnar, July 11, 

2025 (e-Doc 7580955). 
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Prosofsky, Carol (CNSC/CCSN)

From: David Sanscartier <David.Sanscartier@src.sk.ca>
Sent: July 11, 2025 4:36 PM
To: Pandolfi, Dana; Takala, Torin; Bihun, George ENV
Cc: Skye Muirhead; Gunnar Records; Vince Zimmer; Amanda Gardner
Subject: Points potentially shutting down work at Gunnar

EXTERNAL EMAIL – USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE – FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE  

 
Hi Dana, Torin, George,  
 
SRC was notified that Points Athabasca will shut down work at Gunnar. Points employees scheduled to 
come on site on Monday July 14th will not be coming in. Work will proceed as normal over the weekend. 
Note that QM Points (QMP) is a partnership between QM and Points Athabasca, and SRC has a contract 
with QM Points. 
 
SRC does not anticipate that this work shut down will affect the security and safety at the site, and 
impact the environment. QMP is the Prime Contractor and is  responsible for safety at the site until SRC 
designates another Prime Contractor (or takes the responsibility). SRC will maintain presence on site.   
 
We will keep you informed of this fluid situation.  
 
Do not hesitate to call if you have any questions.   
 
Best regards,   
 
 
David Sanscartier, P.Eng., PhD, PMP 
Senior Environmental Engineer, Environment, SRC 
david.sanscartier@src.sk.ca 
Mobile: 306-716-8109 
  
Disclaimer: This email (including attachments) is confidential, may be legally privileged and may 
contain information that is otherwise exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you have received 
this email in error or are not the intended recipient(s) of this email, please immediately notify the sender 
by return email and permanently destroy this email and all attachments. Thank you. 
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7 Email to D, Pandolfi (CNSC) from D. 

Sanscartier (SRC) Re: Points potentially 

shutting down work at Gunnar, July 14, 

2025 (e-Doc 7580961). 
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Prosofsky, Carol (CNSC/CCSN)

From: David Sanscartier <David.Sanscartier@src.sk.ca>
Sent: July 14, 2025 12:49 PM
To: Pandolfi, Dana; Takala, Torin; Bihun, George ENV
Cc: Gunnar Records; Vince Zimmer; Amanda Gardner
Subject: Re: Points potentially shutting down work at Gunnar

EXTERNAL EMAIL – USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE – FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE  

 
Hi all,  
 
I'm providing an update on the situation. 
 
Point's crew will be leaving site today as per shift change schedule. The new crew is anticipated to come 
to site on Wednesday July 16. QM supervisors and staff (safety, radiation, etc.), and SRC representative 
and consultants remain on site.  This situation will not impact safety, security or the environment at the 
site.  
 
We will keep you informed of the situation.  
 
Best regards,  
 
David Sanscartier, P.Eng., PhD, PMP 
Senior Environmental Engineer, Environment, SRC 
david.sanscartier@src.sk.ca 
Mobile: 306-716-8109 
  
 
 

From: David Sanscartier <David.Sanscartier@src.sk.ca> 
Sent: Friday, July 11, 2025 4:35 PM 
To: Pandolfi, Dana <dana.pandolfi@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Takala, Torin <torin.takala@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Bihun, 
George ENV <george.bihun@gov.sk.ca> 
Cc: Skye Muirhead <skye.muirhead@src.sk.ca>; Gunnar Records <GunnarRecords@src.sk.ca>; Vince Zimmer 
<Vince.Zimmer@src.sk.ca>; Amanda Gardner <Amanda.Gardner@src.sk.ca> 
Subject: Points potentially shutting down work at Gunnar  
 
Hi Dana, Torin, George,  
 
SRC was notified that Points Athabasca will shut down work at Gunnar. Points employees scheduled to 
come on site on Monday July 14th will not be coming in. Work will proceed as normal over the weekend. 
Note that QM Points (QMP) is a partnership between QM and Points Athabasca, and SRC has a contract 
with QM Points. 
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SRC does not anticipate that this work shut down will affect the security and safety at the site, and 
impact the environment. QMP is the Prime Contractor and is  responsible for safety at the site until SRC 
designates another Prime Contractor (or takes the responsibility). SRC will maintain presence on site.   
 
We will keep you informed of this fluid situation.  
 
Do not hesitate to call if you have any questions.   
 
Best regards,   
 
 
David Sanscartier, P.Eng., PhD, PMP 
Senior Environmental Engineer, Environment, SRC 
david.sanscartier@src.sk.ca 
Mobile: 306-716-8109 
  
Disclaimer: This email (including attachments) is confidential, may be legally privileged and may 
contain information that is otherwise exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you have received 
this email in error or are not the intended recipient(s) of this email, please immediately notify the sender 
by return email and permanently destroy this email and all attachments. Thank you. 
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8 Email to D, Pandolfi (CNSC) from D. 

Sanscartier (SRC) Re: Points potentially 

shutting down work at Gunnar, July 16, 

2025 (e-Doc 7580963). 

  



1

Prosofsky, Carol (CNSC/CCSN)

From: David Sanscartier <David.Sanscartier@src.sk.ca>
Sent: July 16, 2025 11:58 AM
To: Pandolfi, Dana; Takala, Torin; Bihun, George ENV
Cc: Gunnar Records; Vince Zimmer; Amanda Gardner
Subject: Re: Points potentially shutting down work at Gunnar

EXTERNAL EMAIL – USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE – FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE  

 
Hi all,  
 
I'm providing an update on this situation. Points crew will not be coming back to site today. We do not 
know when they will be.  
 
QMP, the prime contractor, is keeping staff on site while the situation is being resolved. SRC also has 
staff on site (site representative, environmental monitor and engineer representative).  
 
We will inform you as we find out.  
 
David  
 

From: David Sanscartier <David.Sanscartier@src.sk.ca> 
Sent: Monday, July 14, 2025 12:49 PM 
To: Pandolfi, Dana <dana.pandolfi@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Takala, Torin <torin.takala@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Bihun, George ENV 
<george.bihun@gov.sk.ca> 
Cc: Gunnar Records <GunnarRecords@src.sk.ca>; Vince Zimmer <Vince.Zimmer@src.sk.ca>; Amanda Gardner 
<Amanda.Gardner@src.sk.ca> 
Subject: Re: Points potentially shutting down work at Gunnar  
  
Hi all,  
 
I'm providing an update on the situation. 
 
Point's crew will be leaving site today as per shift change schedule. The new crew is anticipated to come 
to site on Wednesday July 16. QM supervisors and staff (safety, radiation, etc.), and SRC representative 
and consultants remain on site.  This situation will not impact safety, security or the environment at the 
site.  
 
We will keep you informed of the situation.  
 
Best regards,  
 
David Sanscartier, P.Eng., PhD, PMP 
Senior Environmental Engineer, Environment, SRC 
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david.sanscartier@src.sk.ca 
Mobile: 306-716-8109 
  
 
 

From: David Sanscartier <David.Sanscartier@src.sk.ca> 
Sent: Friday, July 11, 2025 4:35 PM 
To: Pandolfi, Dana <dana.pandolfi@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Takala, Torin <torin.takala@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Bihun, 
George ENV <george.bihun@gov.sk.ca> 
Cc: Skye Muirhead <skye.muirhead@src.sk.ca>; Gunnar Records <GunnarRecords@src.sk.ca>; Vince Zimmer 
<Vince.Zimmer@src.sk.ca>; Amanda Gardner <Amanda.Gardner@src.sk.ca> 
Subject: Points potentially shutting down work at Gunnar  
 
Hi Dana, Torin, George,  
 
SRC was notified that Points Athabasca will shut down work at Gunnar. Points employees scheduled to 
come on site on Monday July 14th will not be coming in. Work will proceed as normal over the weekend. 
Note that QM Points (QMP) is a partnership between QM and Points Athabasca, and SRC has a contract 
with QM Points. 
 
SRC does not anticipate that this work shut down will affect the security and safety at the site, and 
impact the environment. QMP is the Prime Contractor and is  responsible for safety at the site until SRC 
designates another Prime Contractor (or takes the responsibility). SRC will maintain presence on site.   
 
We will keep you informed of this fluid situation.  
 
Do not hesitate to call if you have any questions.   
 
Best regards,   
 
 
David Sanscartier, P.Eng., PhD, PMP 
Senior Environmental Engineer, Environment, SRC 
david.sanscartier@src.sk.ca 
Mobile: 306-716-8109 
  
Disclaimer: This email (including attachments) is confidential, may be legally privileged and may 
contain information that is otherwise exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you have received 
this email in error or are not the intended recipient(s) of this email, please immediately notify the sender 
by return email and permanently destroy this email and all attachments. Thank you. 



  Choose a level 

CMD 26-H102-REF1 - CNSC Staff Submission   9 

9 Email to D, Pandolfi (CNSC) from D. 

Sanscartier (SRC) QM Environmental news, 

August 5, 2025 (e-Doc 7580991). 
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Prosofsky, Carol (CNSC/CCSN)

From: David Sanscartier <David.Sanscartier@src.sk.ca>
Sent: August 5, 2025 10:40 AM
To: Takala, Torin; Pandolfi, Dana
Subject: QM Environmental news

EXTERNAL EMAIL – USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE – FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE  

 
Hi Dana, Torin,  
 
I'm sharing the announcement below from QM Environmental chairperson with you. We do not know 
what this means for the Gunnar project yet. There has not been any remediation work on site since July 
14. QM-Points is keeping a representative at the site and the camp is open with minimal services. There 
will be a drilling crew on site Aug 12-30 to install groundwater monitoring wells. SRC will have a site 
representative at Gunnar during that time. We are continuing with our monitoring program.  
 
QM Environmental files for CCAA, receives investment from CEO | Wes Hall, ICD.D posted on the topic | 
LinkedIn 
 
Please reach out if you have any questions.  
 
 
 
David Sanscartier, P.Eng., PhD, PMP 
Senior Environmental Engineer, Environment, SRC 
david.sanscartier@src.sk.ca 
Mobile: 306-716-8109 
  
Disclaimer: This email (including attachments) is confidential, may be legally privileged and may 
contain information that is otherwise exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you have received 
this email in error or are not the intended recipient(s) of this email, please immediately notify the sender 
by return email and permanently destroy this email and all attachments. Thank you. 
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10 Email to T. Takala (CNSC) from D. 

Sanscartier (SRC) Re: Update on Gunnar 

project, August 13, 2025 (e-Doc 7580993). 
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Prosofsky, Carol (CNSC/CCSN)

From: David Sanscartier <David.Sanscartier@src.sk.ca>
Sent: August 13, 2025 12:03 PM
To: Takala, Torin; Bihun, George ENV; Pandolfi, Dana; Evans, Patty LRWS; dave.rezansoff2

@gov.sk.ca
Cc: Vince Zimmer; Gunnar Records; Skye Muirhead; Mert Seyhoglu; Burton, Patrick; Boser, 

Sydney
Subject: Re: Update on Gunnar project

EXTERNAL EMAIL – USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE – FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE  

 
Hi Torin 
 
We have not formally communicated the situation to Indigenous and other local stakeholders yet. 
However, we have had informal discussions. Once things are clear, we will formally inform them.  
 
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Takala, Torin <torin.takala@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 13, 2025 11:42:34 AM 
To: David Sanscartier <David.Sanscartier@src.sk.ca>; Bihun, George ENV <george.bihun@gov.sk.ca>; Pandolfi, Dana 
<Dana.Pandolfi@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Evans, Patty LRWS <patty.evans@gov.sk.ca>; dave.rezansoff2@gov.sk.ca 
<dave.rezansoff2@gov.sk.ca> 
Cc: Vince Zimmer <Vince.Zimmer@src.sk.ca>; Gunnar Records <GunnarRecords@src.sk.ca>; Skye Muirhead 
<skye.muirhead@src.sk.ca>; Mert Seyhoglu <Mert.Seyhoglu@src.sk.ca>; Burton, Patrick <Patrick.Burton@cnsc-
ccsn.gc.ca>; Boser, Sydney <sydney.boser@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca> 
Subject: RE: Update on Gunnar project  
  
Hi David,  
  
Thank you for the update on this. One item that CNSC staff would like to raise is if you could clarify if SRC has 
contacted Indigenous nations or if there is a plan to update Indigenous nation once SRC has more information?   
  
Best,  
  
Torin Takala 
(He/Him) (Il/Lui) 
  
Project Officer, Directorate of Nuclear Cycle and Facilities Regulation 
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission / Government of Canada 
torin.takala@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca / Tel: 639-317-8329  
  
Agent de project, Direction de la réglementation du cycle et des instillations nucléaires 
Commission canadienne de sûreté nucléaire / Gouvernement du Canada  
torin.takala@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca / Tél: 639-317-8329 
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From: David Sanscartier <David.Sanscartier@src.sk.ca>  
Sent: August 13, 2025 9:47 AM 
To: Bihun, George ENV <george.bihun@gov.sk.ca>; Takala, Torin <torin.takala@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Pandolfi, Dana 
<Dana.Pandolfi@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Evans, Patty LRWS <patty.evans@gov.sk.ca>; dave.rezansoff2@gov.sk.ca 
Cc: Vince Zimmer <Vince.Zimmer@src.sk.ca>; Gunnar Records <GunnarRecords@src.sk.ca>; Skye Muirhead 
<skye.muirhead@src.sk.ca>; Mert Seyhoglu <Mert.Seyhoglu@src.sk.ca> 
Subject: Update on Gunnar project 
  

EXTERNAL EMAIL – USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE – FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE  

  
Hi all,  
  
This is to provide an update on the Gunnar project. 
  
As you know, remediation work stopped at the site on July 14. Unfortunately, it has not resumed yet. 
Since then QM Environmental filled for Companies' Creditor Arrangement Act (CCAA - QM 
Environmental files for creditor protection with almost $98-million in liabilities - The Globe and Mail). 
SRC removed its consultants and site representative from site on July 21 to save cost. QM kept their 
superintendent at the site until Aug 8, when they were demobilized as directed by their CCAA Monitor. 
On the same day, SRC mobilized an SRC representative to site. The camp has remained open since July 
14.  
  
A drilling crew, engineers, and a medic are currently mobilizing to site to install groundwater monitoring 
wells to support post-remediation monitoring. The groundwater wells scope is expected to last until 
approx. Aug 30th. SRC will maintain a site representative and a medic at Gunnar until the end of the 
scope. SRC will coordinate safety on site during this time. We are continuing with environmental 
monitoring and sampling (water, etc.).  
  
We are currently considering options to resume remediation work at the site this work season. We will 
inform you if/when remediation work resumes.  
  
Don't hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.  
  
Best regards,  
  
  
  
David Sanscartier, P.Eng., PhD, PMP 
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Senior Environmental Engineer, Environment, SRC 
david.sanscartier@src.sk.ca 
Mobile: 306-716-8109 
  

Disclaimer: This email (including attachments) is confidential, may be legally privileged and may 
contain information that is otherwise exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you have received 
this email in error or are not the intended recipient(s) of this email, please immediately notify the sender 
by return email and permanently destroy this email and all attachments. Thank you. 

Disclaimer: This email (including attachments) is confidential, may be legally privileged and may 
contain information that is otherwise exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you have received 
this email in error or are not the intended recipient(s) of this email, please immediately notify the sender 
by return email and permanently destroy this email and all attachments. Thank you. 
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11 Email to P. Burton (CNSC) from D. 

Sanscartier (SRC) Letter update on Gunnar, 

August 21, 2025 (e-Doc 7580999). 
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Prosofsky, Carol (CNSC/CCSN)

From: David Sanscartier <David.Sanscartier@src.sk.ca>
Sent: August 21, 2025 3:43 PM
To: Burton, Patrick
Cc: Takala, Torin; Pandolfi, Dana; Vince Zimmer; Skye Muirhead; Gunnar Records
Subject: Letter update on Gunnar
Attachments: LTR_20250821_UpdateQMPWorkStoppage_tCNSC.pdf

EXTERNAL EMAIL – USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE – FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE  

 
Dear Patrick,  
 
Please find attached a letter on the current situation at Gunnar and the steps taken by SRC.  
 
Best regards,  
 

David Sanscartier, P.Eng., PhD, PMP 

Senior Environmental Engineer, Environment, SRC 

david.sanscartier@src.sk.ca 

Mobile: 306-716-8109 

  

Disclaimer: This email (including attachments) is confidential, may be legally privileged and may 
contain information that is otherwise exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you have received 
this email in error or are not the intended recipient(s) of this email, please immediately notify the sender 
by return email and permanently destroy this email and all attachments. Thank you. 



 
August 21, 2025        12194-442-66A25 
 
 
Mr. Patrick Burton 
Director / Directeur 
Uranium Mines and Mills Division  
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission  
Patrick.burton@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca  
 
 
 

RE: Gunnar Mine and Mill RemediaƟon Project Update 

 

Dear Mr. Burton,  

 
This leƩer is to provide an update on the situaƟon at the Gunnar Mine and Mill remediaƟon project, 
CNSC licence NSL-W5-3151.00/2026.   
 
In 2024, SRC hired the contractor QM Points ContracƟng LP (QMP) to construct the Langley Bay Tailings 
(LBT) cover and complete the remaining remediaƟon scope of work at Gunnar Mine and Mill (the 
“Site”). QMP is a partnership between two companies: QM Environment (QM) and Points Athabasca 
ContracƟng (Points).  
 

On July 14, 2025, remediaƟon work stopped at the Site when Points removed their crew from the Site. 
Later in July, QM applied for protecƟon under the Companies' Creditor Arrangement Act (CCAA - QM 
Environmental files for creditor protecƟon with almost $98-million in liabiliƟes - The Globe and Mail). 
The CCAA proceedings are ongoing and will take Ɵme.  

 

To save cost, SRC removed its consultants and site representaƟve from the Site on July 21. QM kept 
their superintendent at the site unƟl Aug 8, when he was demobilized as directed by their CCAA 
Monitor. On the same day, SRC mobilized an SRC representaƟve to the Site. The camp has remained 
open since July 14. A drilling crew and engineers are currently on site to install groundwater monitoring 
wells to support post-remediaƟon monitoring. This work is expected to last unƟl around August 30.  

 

Since the start of the situaƟon, SRC has been fulfilling its obligaƟons under the CNSC licence. SRC has 
maintained control of the Site and has fulfilled safety coordinaƟon requirements since the departure of 
the last QMP representaƟve. Although not required by regulaƟons for the number of people present on 
site, a medic was mobilized to Gunnar by SRC to provide advanced medical emergency response during 
the drilling scope, as a precauƟon.  

 

QMP was responsible for the implementaƟon of the contractor’s radiaƟon protecƟon plan and 
monitoring of radiaƟon exposure for their workers and the camp manager’s workers. SRC is currently 
taking steps to ensure that the radiaƟon data collected by QMP this work season is available for 
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reporƟng in SRC’s annual report to CNSC. We are aƩempƟng to communicate with QMP to gather these 
data sets. To our knowledge, the licensed individual dosimeters last worn by workers are sƟll at the Site. 
We will be collecƟng them and bringing them to Saskatoon for analysis at the end of the field season. 
We have also asked for the following: (i) contact informaƟon of their RadiaƟon Safety Officer and 
RadiaƟon Technicians, (ii) permission to gather any radiaƟon informaƟon that may have been leŌ at the 
Site at QMP’s departure, and (iii) how QMP would like the dosimeter analysis handled. We may 
communicate with QMP through legal avenues as needed. If the laƩer steps fail, we will communicate 
with CNSC for assistance in obtaining dosimeter data for QMP’s workers through the NaƟonal Dose 
Registry, as suggested by Torin Takala (CNSC Project Officer) during a recent meeƟng.   

 

We are conƟnuing with environmental monitoring, sampling (water, etc.), and environmental protecƟon 
(miƟgaƟon measure for erosion and sedimentaƟon, etc.) as per the Gunnar Environmental Monitoring 
Plan. All environmental monitoring data is with SRC.  

 

The Langley Bay Tailings (LBT) cover is approximately 85% complete. A small porƟon of the LBT is sƟll 
exposed, and channels remain to be constructed. Figure 1 shows the progress of the cover as of May 
2025. The area to be completed has shrunk since then, and both shores of the tailings cover have mostly 
been covered with screened blasted rock as per design.  

 
 

 
Figure 1: Aerial photos of Langley Bay Tailings (May 2025) 
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This situaƟon is complex and will take Ɵme to resolve. SRC is currently considering opƟons to resume 
remediaƟon work. If remediaƟon work does not resume soon, we may decide to winterize the camp 
aŌer the installaƟon of the groundwater wells. We will inform CNSC of developments when we can. 

 

We trust this leƩer meets your current requirements. Please do not hesitate to contact me with 
quesƟons. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
 

David SanscarƟer 
Senior Environmental Engineer, Environmental RemediaƟon 
david.sanscarƟer@src.sk.ca 
306-716-8109 
 
CC: Dana Pandolfi and Torin Takala (CNSC) 

George Bihun (Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment) 
 Skye Muirhead, Vince Zimmer and Gunnar Records (SRC) 
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12 Email to D, Pandolfi (CNSC) from D. 

Sanscartier (SRC) Incident Reporting,  

February 3, 2025 (e-Doc 7560015). 
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Prosofsky, Carol (CNSC/CCSN)

From: David Sanscartier <David.Sanscartier@src.sk.ca>
Sent: February 3, 2025 12:39 PM
To: Pandolfi, Dana
Cc: Takala, Torin; Vince Zimmer; Amanda Gardner; Gunnar Records; Skye Muirhead; Keith 

Gonda
Subject: Incident reporting
Attachments: Incident-Report-REM_PRAIRIES_GUNNAR-Thursday-December-19-2024.pdf

EXTERNAL EMAIL – USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE – FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE  

 
Bonjour Dana,  
 
I am reporting an incident that occurred on Sept 18, 2024 at Gunnar. We are preparing our annual report and 
realized that this incident was never reported to CNSC. The incident was initially classified as medical aid and 
later classified as an LTI. The worker was placed on WCB for a fractured arm.  
The incident report from the Gunnar prime contractor is attached. I apologize for this oversight in reporting. 
 
Best regards,  
 
 
David Sanscartier P.Eng., PhD, PMP 
Senior Engineer, SRC, Saskatoon 
David.sanscartier@src.sk.ca  
306-716-8109 
 
 

NOTICE: 

We migrated to a new financial system on July 3. Invoices, payment remittances and purchase orders 
will look different and could be sent from a new contact (donotreply@src.sk.ca), please add this to your 
safe list. 

Please update your records with our new address: 

Bay 2D, 820-51st Street East 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
S7K 0X8 

If you have any questions or concerns about an invoice that you have received, please contact our team 
our team at ar@src.sk.ca.  If you have any questions for concerns about an invoice that you are waiting 
to receive payment for, please contact our team our team at payables@src.sk.ca. Thank you for your 
patience through this transition as we work to improve our systems. 
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Disclaimer: This email (including attachments) is confidential, may be legally privileged and may 
contain information that is otherwise exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you have received 
this email in error or are not the intended recipient(s) of this email, please immediately notify the sender 
by return email and permanently destroy this email and all attachments. Thank you. 
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