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February 25, 2026 
 

Re: Gunnar Five Year License Renewal  
 
The Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation (ACFN) asserts its constitutionally 
protected Treaty and Aboriginal Rights under Treaty 8 and section 35 of the 
Constitution Act, 1982. These rights include, but are not limited to, the rights to 
hunt, fish, trap, gather, and practice culture throughout our traditional territory, 
including areas impacted by the legacy Gunnar uranium mine. The ACFN has 
unalienable Aboriginal rights. Members of ACFN continue to exercise their 
Section 35 of the Constitution Act guaranteed Aboriginal and Treaty rights. These 
rights include the ability to hunt, trap, collect food, and fish. Our people still use 
these areas, including those close to the site, as their predecessors have done 
for many years. The forebears of the present-day ACFN lived close by and 
depended on the lands there to support their way of life before Europeans 
intervened through commerce and treaty and before imposing provincial limits 
on ACFN.  
 
ACFN does not view the proposed extension of remediation at Gunnar as an 
administrative matter. It is a matter directly related to the health of our lands, 
waters, wildlife, and people, therefore to our Treaty Rights and cultural survival. 
 
ACFN Dene Lands and Resource management office has conducted a technical review 
and in-person interviews with ACFN elders on the provide CMD package provide on the 
5-year Gunnar License renewal. During the information sessions, the project was 
reviewed to identify the anticipated impacts of the project on the environment, that is 
the lands, waters, and resources that ACFN members use and rely upon in practicing 
their Aboriginal and Treaty rights. 
 
ACFN is concerned that the extension of this project will impact and directly contribute 
to infringements of ACFN’s Aboriginal rights within ACFN traditional lands. Using the 
details supplied in the provided package, ACFN DLRM conducts a systematic screening 
procedure. ACFN members have expressed concerns about the past operations in the 
area and worry about the continued exploration timeline.  
 

There are many environmental and cultural impacts that ACFN elders have 
touched on during the engagement. Members have expressed grave concern 



 

regarding cumulative effects from uranium mining and other industrial activity in 
the region. 
 

“Since the increase in uranium mining around Goldfields, was the last time 
a caribou was seen in 1993.” 

 
Caribou is a culturally and spiritually significant species to ACFN it represents 
more than environmental change but the shift to our culture and disrupting 
protected Treaty rights.  
The Gunnar site is hydrologically connected to Lake Athabasca, Peace Athabasca 
Delta and continues to the Mackenzie Delta. Members continue to raise concerns 
about contamination pathways through groundwater, limestone fractures, and 
aquatic systems. Elders and knowledge holder’s state: 
 

“Mining three quarters under Lake Athabasca… When they closed the 
Gunnar mine, I know when they close the mine there has to be leakages… 
25 km north, there is no testing, we need more.” 
 
“Gunnar left such a mess, you could see the raw tailings… For me 
uranium tailings is leaking… The water flows right to our doorstep.” 
 
“I refuse to eat fish trout from Lake Athabasca… The fish are bottom 
feeders and that’s where the uranium would be.” 
 

Community members connect observed cancer rates and health uncertainties 
with uranium exposure pathways. Whether or not causation has been 
scientifically established, the fear itself reflects a serious breakdown in trust and 
confidence in regulatory oversight. Members also expressed concern for kin 
downstream in the Mackenzie Delta who rely on connected watersheds. 
 
 
Members reflect on their past when uranium mining in the area was at its 
highest. Many address the lack of information, and long-term risks. 
 

 “They didn’t even tell the public about the risk from the uranium mining. 
Kids were drinking from tailings ponds.” 
 

The historical failure to inform and protect Indigenous communities compounds 
current distrust. The legacy of secrecy and delayed cleanup has created 



 

intergenerational trauma and skepticism toward assurances that water and land 
are “safe.” 
 
Members question whether remediation can meaningfully address radioactive 
contaminants that have persisted for hundreds to thousands of years. 
 

“Remediation could take hundreds of years… Remediation is very cosmetic 
to me, only what you see.” 
 
“There is no perfect clean up, can only cut down the dangers… The goal is 
for the land not to harm people in the future.” 
 

ACFN acknowledges the technical challenges of legacy remediation. However, 
the extension request must demonstrate not only progress, but long-term 
containment assurances consistent with the duration of radioactive hazard. 
 
 
The current and perceived contamination of lands and waters: 
 

• Interferes with the meaningful exercise of Treaty harvesting rights 
• Deters members from fishing and hunting in affected areas 
• Creates fear around consumption of country foods 
• Reduces intergenerational land use and cultural transmission 

 
 

A regulatory decision that extends remediation timelines without strengthening 
protections effectively prolongs the infringement on Treaty Rights. 
The Crown has a duty to consult and accommodate ACFN in a meaningful and 
substantive way. Consultation must go beyond procedural engagement and 
include enforceable protections. 
 
 
When considering Western Science and the current system being used to 
quantify the health of the environment has not included the impacted nations 
knowledge and recommendations. Majority of the ACFN elders interviewed 
requested stronger, independent, and transparent monitoring 
 

“I know they do weekly monitoring in Uranium City but they need to be 
doing that in Gunnar.” 



 

 
ACFN would like to request: 

1. Expanded groundwater and surface water monitoring near the Gunnar 
site, including north of the site and within connected hydrological 
pathways.  

2. Digestible reporting to impacted communities.  
3. Independent ACFN led testing programs from the community based 

monitoring team that would be funded by the proponent or regulator. 
4. Inclusion of new scientific innovations, including advanced isotope tracing, 

fracture flow modelling, and long-term radionuclide migration modelling. 
5. Sediment and benthic species testing, particularly in areas such as Morus 

Bay. 
6. Cumulative effects assessment, addressing uranium, pulp mills, oil sands, 

and other industrial activities together. 
 

As Elders stated: 
“We see cumulative effects from all mining, and we need to address them 
together.” 
 

Moving forward direct communication is a top priority for ACFN. From this 
submission ACFN request direct feedback on how ACFN submissions are 
incorporated into CNSC decisions. Increased in-community engagement from 
Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC) and Saskatchewan ICP programs. 
Transparent publication of all monitoring results in accessible formats 
 
From feedback from ACFN members and based on historic actions taken by 
government and industry this extension cannot be fulsomely supported without 
strengthened conditions. Overall, without these measures, the extension would 
prolong environmental uncertainty, impact-built trust and put impairment to 
ACFN Treaty Rights. Final thought on the use of Treaty Rights and the future of 
the land 

“Now I wouldn’t use the land if they deemed it remediated.” 
“In Gunnar there used to be trees now it’s barren land.” 

 
 
Lastly elders would like to see innovations and protect the lands for the next 
serval generations to preserve Dene Culture.  
 



“Big changes have happened in the past 60 years, and we can continue to 
do better.” 

ACFN calls upon the CNSC and the Crown to uphold their constitutional 
obligations and ensure that legacy uranium contamination does not continue to 
compromise our lands, waters, and future generations. This is not solely about 
remediation timelines. It is about restoring trust, protecting Treaty Rights, and 
ensuring that radioactive legacies do not define the future of our Nation. 

Regards, 

Janelle Flett, Resource Development Advisor ACFN DLRM 
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