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1. Land Acknowledgement

Canadian Nuclear Laboratories (CNL) operates on sites located on the traditional lands,
waterways and ceded and unceded territories of Indigenous peoples. CNL recognizes and
affirms all First Nations, Métis communities, and Inuit in this land we now know as Canada.

We acknowledge, respect and seek to better understand Indigenous history, rights and title on
the lands where we work and develop projects.

We honour and respect the importance of the relationship between Indigenous Peoples and
their lands, waters, and territories.

Les Laboratoires nucléaires canadiens (LNC) exercent leurs activités sur des sites situés sur les

terres traditionnelles, les voies navigables et les territoires cédés et non cédés des peuples

autochtones. LNC reconnaît et affirme toutes les Premières Nations, les communautés Métis et

les Inuits sur ces terres que nous connaissons aujourd'hui sous le nom de Canada.

 Nous reconnaissons, respectons et cherchons à mieux comprendre l’histoire, les droits et les

titres des peuples autochtones sur les terres où nous travaillons et développons des projets.

 Nous honorons et respectons l'importance de la relation entre les peuples autochtones et leurs

terres, leurs eaux et leurs territoires.

2. Purpose

This document describes how CNL is engaging with the public, local elected officials, and other
interested parities on the Gentilly-1 Waste Facility (G1WF) decommissioning.

In support of CNL’s application to amend its Waste Facility Decommissioning Licence for the
G1WF, this document is one of several documents forming the Commission Member Document
(CMD) submitted to the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) for the licence
amendment hearing process.

3. Background

The Gentilly-1 Nuclear Generating Station, known as the Gentilly-1 Waste Facility (G1WF), in
Bécancour, Québec, operated intermittently from 1972 to 1978. A decommissioning program
was initiated in 1984 to bring the facility to a safe shutdown state. Since then, the reactor has
remained safely shut down, and the facility has been in a state of safe, long-term storage with
ongoing monitoring, known as storage with surveillance. Operations at the site are conducted
under a Waste Facility Decommissioning Licence issued to Canadian Nuclear Laboratories (CNL)
by the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC). The initial decommissioning was
completed in the 1980s, when the fuel was removed and put into dry storage on site.

The Gentilly site is located in the traditional territory of the W8banaki Nation. The Odanak
community is approximately 60 kilometres from the G1WF and the Wôlinak community is
within 15 km of the G1WF. The Gentilly site is also located in the traditional territory of the
Wendat Nation. The community of Wendake is located around 140 km northeast of the G1WF.  
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Currently, CNL manages the partially decommissioned facility as a licensed waste facility – the
G1WF.

The G1WF is owned by Atomic Energy of Canada Limited (AECL). AECL, as a federal Crown
corporation, has a mandate to enable nuclear science and technology and manage Canada's
radioactive waste and decommissioning responsibilities. It fulfils this mandate through a
contractual arrangement with CNL for the management and operation of AECL’s sites, facilities

and assets and the performance of AECL's waste and decommissioning responsibilities under a
Government-owned, Contractor-operated (GoCo) model.

As noted above, AECL has contracted CNL to manage and operate its sites, including the G1WF.
The facility is adjacent to the Gentilly-2 nuclear generating station, which was shutdown in
2012. Hydro-Québec owns the Gentilly-2 facility and the land on which both facilities are
located.

CNL plans to complete the decommissioning of the G1WF by removing all buildings, structures,
and waste from the site. As a first step to obtain regulatory permission fulfil this goal, CNL
applied to the CNSC on 2024 July 17 to amend the current licence [1].

In 2025 the CNSC announced a public hearing in writing for 2026 July to consider CNL’s

application to amend the Waste Facility Decommissioning Licence for the G1WF. The
amendment would authorize CNL to proceed with decommissioning all remaining buildings and
structures at the site to achieve a brownfield end state.

In addition to this licensing process, the proposed decommissioning activities also required a
federal lands assessment under the Impact Assessment Act (IAA). Information on this process,
including feedback from Indigenous Nations, is found in the Environmental Protection
Measures Report for Phase 3 Decommissioning [2].

4. Scope

In alignment with CNL’s Public Information Program (PIP) [3], CNL’s engagement with the public

and Indigenous Nations in the G1WF region began in 2023, focussing on public and Indigenous
peoples awareness around CNL’s plans to decommission the G1WF and the regulatory

processes required to complete this work. CNL’s engagement also emphasizes opportunities for

participation in regulatory processes and provide input into CNL’s decommissioning plans.

This supplementary report outlines this engagement leading up the licence amendment
hearing: 2023 January to 2026 February.

CNL’s PIP is aligned with the requirements in CNSC regulatory documents: REGDOC-3.2.2
Indigenous Engagement [4] and REGDOC-3.2.1, Public Information and Disclosure [5]. This
reflects CNL’s commitment to recognizing the constitutional rights and interests of local
Indigenous Nations, communities, and organizations through ongoing learning about their
values and interests.
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5. Public Communications and Engagement

CNL is committed to making information about G1WF accessible to all interested parties. All
publications include an invitation to contact CNL, and the corporate website provides contact
details in multiple locations. A toll-free phone line is also maintained and monitored. Inquiries
received through these channels are tracked and reviewed to identify trends.

In addition to the standard communication channels described throughout this report, CNL
implemented several targeted methods to encourage feedback and dialogue. These included a
public information session, which offered updates on the Gentilly-1 decommissioning and
provided a forum for participants to share interests, concerns, and questions. CNL also issued
informative emails about the licensing process and the notice of intent, distributed to all
interested parties.

 CNL shared information about the G1WF with the public through a variety of outreach
activities, including webinars, media releases, municipal presentations, the corporate website,
social media accounts, and participation in community events. CNL also attended municipal
council meetings and maintains ongoing discussions with local elected representatives.

CNL participated in a variety of industry events, including the Canadian Nuclear Association
(CNA) conference, multiple Canadian Nuclear Society events, CNA Hill day, and other technical
conferences where participants engaged in discussions on the Gentilly-1 decommissioning, Fuel
Consolidation Project, and the licence amendment application and regulatory process that
would authorize CNL to proceed with decommissioning activities.

Section 5.1 lists individual engagement activities along with a description of the method of
engagement.

5.1 Presentations, Conferences, Meetings, Site Tours and Open Houses

CNL uses presentations and meetings to help inform, educate and update on G1WF
decommissioning.

These presentations and open houses provide an opportunity for a general overview of the
G1WF current status, planned decommissioning activities, and facilitated information sharing
for CNL employees, the public, and interested parties. These engagement activities are used as
one of several means of engaging and have induced discussion that help to inform the project
throughout the regulatory process. No public in-person tours have been conducted during the
duration of this reporting period, though CNL has toured media through the facility to ensure
transparency.

Webinar sessions provided opportunity for members of the public to ask their questions
directly to the staff members taking part in the webinar through an online forum. Webinars
were conducted in in French, with English interpretation available.  The recordings of these
webinars were uploaded to CNL YouTube channel after broadcast, in both official languages.

Table 5-1 provides a list of the engagement activities related to the G1WF decommissioning.

See Appendix A for an example of a typical meeting agenda.
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See Appendix B for an example of a general overview presentation.

Records of meeting agendas and presentations can be provided upon request.

Table 5-1: G1WF Communications and Engagement Activities

Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2023 April 26

Meeting with the
Québec minister of
Energy’s political

advisors

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

Questions responded to during
the meeting included:

 What is the volume of
waste transported to
Chalk River?

 Are the bundles part of
the waste that will be
transported to Chalk
River?

 Who will pay for the
decommissioning?

 How will the fuel be
transported?

2023 May 01

Meeting with
constituency office
staff: Nicolet-
Bécancour riding and
Trois-Rivières

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

Questions responded to during
the meeting included:

 How many security
guards are on site?

 What will the work on
the Gentilly site look
like over the next few
years? It will be
important to talk to
each other, to ensure
cohesion and exchange
of information with
what's going on in the
Bécancour industrial
park. There's also the
possibility of
congestion on Highway
30. Who will pay for
the decommissioning?

 Is there a big overlap
between what's going
to be done between G-
1 and the work that
will follow at G-2?
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Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2023 May 04

Participated in meeting
of the joint
municipality-industry
committee: Comité
mixte municipal
industriel (CMMI) de
Bécancour

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

Questions responded to during
the meeting included:

 How will
transportation work?
Will it be overland?

2023 May 04

Meeting with regional
offices of federal Bloc
Québécois Members of
Parliament

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

Questions responded to during
the meeting included:

 As for nuclear waste, is
it stored here, at the
Gentilly-2 facility?

 Is the waste stored at
Chalk River
underground or above
ground?

 Is there a lot of
transportation of
radioactive waste in
Canada?

2023 May 10

Meeting with
constituency office –
Riding of Saint-
Maurice-Champlain

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

_____

2023 June 06

Meeting with local
municipal officials from
Bécancour, Trois-
Rivières, Champlain,
MRC Bécancour

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

Questions responded to during
the meeting included:

 What led to the
decommissioning of G-
1?

 Was the heavy water
used at G-1 related to
the LaPrade plant?

 Does CNL own
LaPrade?

2023 June 06

Meeting with staff from
the Conseil régional en
environnement du
Centre-du-Québec

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

_____
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Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2023 June 06
Meeting with Mayor
and staff from the City
of Bécancour

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

Questions responded to during
the meeting included:

 You said that the
timetable depended on
the CNSC, but all this
can be done over a
year?

 The various radioactive
materials have to be
well protected, I
imagine.

 At this point, are there
any meetings planned
with the public? Will
you be meeting people
in Champlain? Trois-
Rivières? Or within an
8 km radius?

2023 June 07

Meeting with
Directions régionales
des ministères
Société du parc
industriel et portuaire
de Bécancour

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

Questions responded to during
the meeting included:

 You said that the
timetable depended on
the CNSC, but all this
can be done over a
year?

 The various radioactive
materials have to be
well protected, I
imagine.

 At this point, are there
any meetings planned
with the public? Will
you be meeting people
in Champlain? Trois-
Rivières? Or within an
8 km radius?
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Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2023 June 13

Meeting with
representatives from
environmental groups,
including the Rally
Against Radioactive
Pollution,
Regroupement national
des Conseils régionaux
en environnement du
Québec (RNCREQ),
Action Environnement
Basses Laurentides,
Coalition Vigilance
Oléoducs (CoVO)

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

Questions responded to during
the meeting included:

 We seem to be
dismantling most of
the buildings, but what
do we do with the
central reactor, which
comprises a sealed
shell containing the
radioactive materials?

 Is the metal casing
inside also currently
radioactive? Will it
have to be dismantled?

 So, what are you using
to proceed? Robotic
equipment? Can
humans enter the
facility at this stage?

 What about particulate
radioactivity inside the
fuselage? What about
debris and particulate
matter inside?

 What was the purpose
of prototype reactors
like G-1?

 What was the power
rating of the G-1
reactor?

 What exactly are your
current methodologies
for particulate matter
inside the reactor?

 Do you carry out these
characterizations in
situ, in the reactor?

 Is there a big difference
between the
radioactivity of G-1 and
G-2 waste?

 What measures will
you be taking to
protect the river's
water?
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Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2023 June 14

Meeting with Conseil
régional en
environnement de la
Mauricie

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

_____

2023 June 14
Meeting with la Société
du parc industriel et
portuaire de Bécancour

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

_____

2023 June 22

Chalk River
Laboratories (CRL)
Environmental
Stewardship
Committee (ESC)1

meeting

Presentation on CNL’s

operations and activities
included overview
information on the G1WF

Questions answered in the
meeting included the following:

 For G1, do you believe
a prompt or deferred
decommissioning
strategy is most
appropriate?

 What is the timeline
for G1
decommissioning?

Relevant Actions:

 Provide further
information at the next
ESC meeting on the
licensing process and
timeline.

 Provide more
information on waste
characterization and
the waste transported
from several CNL-
managed sites,
including G1WF.

These two actions were
addressed in the 12 October
2023 ESC meeting.

1 The Chalk River Laboratories’ Environmental Stewardship Council (ESC) was established in 2006, and meets three

times annually. The objective of the ESC is to build working relationships and create opportunities for open
dialogue between various stakeholder groups, local communities and CNL. During regularly scheduled
meetings ESC members are presented with information about CNL, our environmental practices, and are given
the opportunity to ask questions and discuss the information presented. More information on the ESC,
including the meeting agendas and notes, is available at www.cnl.ca/esc.

https://www.cnl.ca/wp-content/uploads/CNL_ESC-TOR_Feb2025.pdf
http://www.cnl.ca/esc
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Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2023 August 03

Meeting with political
advisors from the
Office of the minister of
Environment and
Climate change and
Office of the Minister of
Energy and Natural
Resources

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

_____

2023 October 12 CRL ESC meeting

Presentation during
committee addressed the
following actions from the
June 2023 meeting: CNL to
provide the ESC members
with the timeline for the G1
decommissioning and
licensing process and for
CNL to provide more
information on the waste
characterization and the
waste transported from
several CNL-managed sites,
including G1WF

_____

2024 February 26

Meeting with staff from
the Ministry of the
Environment, the Fight
Against Climate
Change, Wildlife and
Parks

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

_____

2024 March 21 CRL ESC meeting

Presentation on CNL’s

operations and activities
included information on the
G1WF

Questions responded to during
the meeting included:

 Regarding the canisters at
AECL, Whiteshell, and G1
sites, is there internal
monitoring of the
canisters?

 Given NSE basket container
to transport from AECL
sites – why is CNL going
with a modified used fuel
from Whiteshell?

 What is the name of the
package type for G1? Why
is it different from
Whiteshell?
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Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2024 March 26
Public and Indigenous
mail out

Mailed out ~10,000
pamphlets describing the
G1WF, CNL’s proposed

decommissioning and
CNL/AECL

This included contact
information for CNL,
invitation to the webinar
encouraging recipients to
share comments and
questions

_____

2024 March 27

Email to: staff of the
Québec Environment
minister, staff of the
Québec Energy
minister, staff of the
city of Bécancour, staff
of the city of Trois-
Rivières, staff of the
city of Champlain,
office of the region
Members of National
Assembly (MNA), office
of the region Members
of Parliament (MP),
environment groups, La
Société du parc
industriel et portuaire
de Bécancour (SPIPB),
Québec public servant
in relevant department

Announcement of the
information session on 2024
April 09

_____

2024 April 09
Public Information
Session

Hosted in person
information session in
Bécancour where members
of the public could learn
about the project and
discuss with members of the
project team and subject
matter experts2

_____

2 See CNL’s media release for details on this Public Information Session: Transparency & Action: The latest in CNL’s

public engagement for the Gentilly-1 Decommissioning Project - Canadian Nuclear Laboratories.

https://www.cnl.ca/transparency-action-the-latest-in-cnls-public-engagement-for-the-gentilly-1-decommissioning-project/
https://www.cnl.ca/transparency-action-the-latest-in-cnls-public-engagement-for-the-gentilly-1-decommissioning-project/
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Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2024 April 09 Public Webinar

Hosted public webinar on
Zoom in French (English
interpretation was
available), which was
advertised widely
throughout the surrounding
region and in the vicinity of
CNL’s main site – Chalk River
Laboratories. This event had
more than 100 unique
viewers and the recording
was posted on YouTube3

Webinar questions included
interest in the different levels of
waste at the facility and the
disposition of this waste,
Indigenous relations, how the
facility would be dismantled,
and staffing for the facility and
its decommissioning.

CNL responded to all questions
during the webinar or in a
follow-up email.

2024 April 09
CBC Radio Canada
media coverage

CBC Radio Canada
produced a video
journal discussing the
Gentilly-1 decommissioning
approach and what is to
come, as well as an
article following the updates
of the webinar and public
information session

The CBC interviewed CNL for

the article4.

 _____

2024 April 10

Meeting with the
industrial commissioner
for the city of
Bécancour

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

_____

2024 July 29

Email to staff of the
Québec Environment
minister, staff of the
Québec Energy
minister, staff of the
city of Bécancour, staff
of the city of Trois-
Rivières, staff of the
city of Champlain,
office of the region
MNAs, office of the
region MPs,
environment groups,
SPIB, Québec public
servant in relevant
department

General communication by
email about the project and
next steps

_____

3 See CNL’s YouTube recording of this webinar in French: https://youtu.be/dspKGjahpTU?si=xmP8v-mAvqaKOuZc
and English https://youtu.be/nf-msOj4J7Y?si=W7k5EoSDtsveMDCf.

4 See article here: Des séances d’information pour le démantèlement de Gentilly-1 | Radio-Canada.

https://youtu.be/dspKGjahpTU?si=xmP8v-mAvqaKOuZc
https://youtu.be/nf-msOj4J7Y?si=W7k5EoSDtsveMDCf
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/2063733/declassement-nucleaire-gentilly-travaux-demantelement
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Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2024 August 22

Virtual meeting with
the Deputy Chief of
Staff, and the Political
Advisor to the Quebec
Minister of the
Economy, Innovation
and Energy, the
Assistant Deputy
Minister of Energy and
the Director of
Renewable Electricity
Development

Shared overview of G1WF
and introduction of
CNL/AECL

Questions responded to during
the meeting included:

 What is your link to
and involvement with
Gentilly-2?

 Who owns LNC?
Are you private?
What's your model?

 Is the fuel transport
project related to the
NWMO?

 How will the fuel be
transported?

2024 October 29

CNL Webinar for first
responders: Ensuring
Safety in Motion

CNL’s Off-Site Emergency
Preparedness for
Radioactive Materials
Shipments

_____

2024 October 31 CRL ESC meeting

Presentation on CNL’s

operations and activities
included information on the
G1WF

Questions responded to during
the meeting included:

 What is the volume
coming from Gentilly-
1?

2024 December
11

Virtual meeting with
CPC member of the
Standing Committee on
Environment and
Sustainable
Development

High-level presentation of
CNL’s operations and

activities including G1WF,
NSDF and fuel consolidation

_____

2024 December
19

Holiday greeting
email/mailout

Sent a holiday greeting
electronically and by post to
~10,000 addresses in
Indigenous and non-
Indigenous communities
around the facility,
indicating CNL’s interest and

availability to discuss
operations in the region

_____

2025 January 28

In-person meeting with
Conservative Party of
Canada (CPC) MP from
Quebec City area

High-level presentation of
CNL’s operations and

activities including G1WF,
and NSDF

Question responded to during
meeting:

 Could Gentilly-2 be
started up again?

2025 January 28
In-person meeting with
Quebec Liberal Party
MNA and Energy critic

High-level presentation of
CNL’s operations and

activities including G1WF,
and NSDF

Question responded to during
meeting:

 Why was G1WF built?
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Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2025 January 19
In-person meeting with
Quebec Solidaire MNA
and Energy critic

High-level presentation of
CNL’s operations and

activities including G1WF,
and NSDF

Question responded to during
meeting:

 Where will waste from
G1WF go?

2025 March 17

The Park in 30 Minutes
– interview on Gentilly-
1 Decommissioning
Project

Discussed the project on
local radio5 _____

2025 March 25 CRL ESC meeting

Presentation on CNL’s

operations and activities
included information on the
G1WF

Questions answered during the
meeting include:

 High level waste
shipments, are you
planning on putting G-
1 waste in canisters
and do you have
enough?

2025 April 16

In person meeting with
City of Gatineau
(former Mayor of
Gatineau)

Presentation and updates on
the Gentilly-1
decommissioning, Fuel
Consolidation, and the Near
Surface Disposal Facility
(NSDF)

_____

2025 April 16

In person meeting with
City of Gatineau
(Councillor for Pointe-
Gatineau)

Presentation and updates on
the Gentilly-1
decommissioning, Fuel
Consolidation, and the Near
Surface Disposal Facility
(NSDF)

_____

2025 May 5
Mail out: invitation to
Public Information
Session

Posted ~10,000 invitations
to Public Information
Session to citizens and
Abenaki communities of
Odanak and Wolinak

_____

2025 May 14

Public information
session on the
decommissioning of the
Gentilly-1 and Gentilly-
2 facilities

Co-hosted well-advertised
public information session in
Bécancour with project
information and subject
matter experts. More than
50 people attended6

Responded to several media
outlets around the same
time

_____

5 See this link to listen to the interview: https://www.via905.fm/au-moins-500-pour-demanteler-de-gentilly-1.

6 See this link to view CNL media release on the event: Public Information Session on Gentilly-1 and Gentilly-2

https://www.via905.fm/au-moins-500-pour-demanteler-de-gentilly-1
https://www.cnl.ca/public-information-session-on-gentilly-1-and-gentilly-2-decommissioning-draws-strong-community-engagement/
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Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2025 May 27

Communication:
Gentilly-1
Decommissioning  –
Notice of Hearing in
Writing and capacity
available through the
CNSC Participant
Funding Program

Emailed Indigenous Nations
and stakeholders the CNSC’s

Notice of Hearing in Writing 
_____

2025 May 29 to 31
Federation of Canadian
Municipalities
Conference

Participated in the
Federation of Canadian
Municipalities Conference,
which brought together over
2,000 elected officials and
municipal leaders from
across Canada

CNL hosted a booth at the
trade show to support
national-level engagement
and raise awareness of its
mission—amongst other
topics—and the Gentilly-1
decommissioning and fuel
consolidation and
transportation

_____

2025 August 05

Visit to the Canadian
Nuclear Laboratories
site in Chalk River by
representatives of the
Quebec Ministry of
Economy, Innovation,
and Energy

Hosted the Assistant Deputy
Minister, Director of
Renewable Energy
Development, Policy Advisor
for a tour and information
sharing visit at the G1WF

_____

2025 August 12

Communication:
Results of the
Independent
Environmental
Monitoring Program at
the Gentilly-1 site

Emailed results of CNSC
IEMP 

_____

Decommissioning draws strong community engagement - Canadian Nuclear Laboratories.

https://www.cnl.ca/public-information-session-on-gentilly-1-and-gentilly-2-decommissioning-draws-strong-community-engagement/
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Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2025 October 23 CRL ESC meeting

Presentation on CNL’s

operations and activities
included information on the
G1WF

The update noted that CNL
successfully completed the
transfer of all used nuclear
fuel from Gentilly-1 Waste
Management Facility to the
Chalk River Laboratories site
utilizing the OPTIMUS-H
package.  The update also
noted the G-1 Fuel
Consolidation Project was
completed safely and ahead
of schedule

Questions answered during the
meeting and tours include:

 Why is waste coming to
CRL as part of the
integrated waste
strategy? What is the
process for waste
coming to CRL?

2025 October 27

Interview and site visit
with Radio-Canada - A
tour of what remains of
the Gentilly-1 nuclear
power plant

Toured journalists from
Radio-Canada around the
G1WF to ensure
transparency. Resulted in
radio and online article7

_____

2025 November
19

Meetings in person
with Quebec and
federal elected official

MNA for Hull, Coalition
Avenir Québec, Presiding
Officer / Chair of meeting,
Assemblée nationale du
Québec

Discussions focused on CNL’s

mandate, including the Gentilly-
1 decommissioning, Gentilly-1
Fuel Consolidation, the Near

Surface Disposal Facility (NSDF),
and broader mission activities

2025 November
19

Meetings in person
with Quebec and
federal elected official

MNA for Pontiac, Quebec
Liberal Party, Leader of the
Official Opposition

Discussions focused on CNL’s

mandate, including the Gentilly-
1 decommissioning, Gentilly-1
Fuel Consolidation, the Near

Surface Disposal Facility (NSDF),
and broader mission activities

2025 November
19

Meetings in person
with Quebec and
federal elected official

MP for Hull–Aylmer, Liberal
Party of Canada

Discussions focused on CNL’s

mandate, including the Gentilly-
1 decommissioning, Gentilly-1
Fuel Consolidation, the Near

Surface Disposal Facility (NSDF),
and broader mission activities

7 See link for article: Une visite de ce qu’il reste de la centrale nucléaire Gentilly-1 | Radio-Canada.

https://ici.radio-canada.ca/info/long-format/2201943/centrale-nucleaire-gentilly-1-energie
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Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2025 November
24

Congratulatory emails
sent to newly elected
mayors in Gentilly-1
region, along with
requests for
introductory meetings
with CNL

 Mayor of
Champlain

 Mayor of Trois-
Rivières

 Mayor of
Bécancour

_____

2025 December 2

Meetings in person,
Canadian Nuclear
Association Federal Hill
Day

Discussions focused on the
mandates of CNL and AECL
and their three core
missions, with specific
engagement on Gentilly-1
Fuel Consolidation and the
Gentilly-1 decommissioning

_____

2025 December
11

Standing Committee on
Natural Resources

Meeting No. 19:
Management of CNL by U.S.

Companies

AECL representatives appeared
as witnesses. Gentilly-1 and fuel
consolidation were raised
during the meeting.

Video recording: ParlVu
Date and time: Thursday,
December 11, 11:02 a.m. –
12:00 p.m. (58 minutes)

Notice of Meeting - RNNR (45-1)
- No. 19 - House of Commons of
Canada

2025 December
15

Email to all
previously engaged
with Gentilly-1
interested parties
and elected officials,
as well as W8banaki
Nation,
and Wendat Nation

Notice of Intent – IAA
Comment Period
information

_____

2025 December
17

Meeting with Parti
Québécois
representatives

MNA for Jean-Talon,
Spokesperson for Energy

Member of the National
Assembly for Îles-de-la-
Madeleine, Spokesperson
for the Environment

_____

https://parlvu.parl.gc.ca/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2?fk=13292018
https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/45-1/RNNR/meeting-19/notice
https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/45-1/RNNR/meeting-19/notice
https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/45-1/RNNR/meeting-19/notice
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Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2025 December
18

Email send out

Sent out CNL email Holiday
cards to W8banaki Nation,
Wendat Nation, and the 3 
mayors of Bécancour, Trois-
Rivières, Champlain

_____

2026 Virtual

Monthly meetings
continue between CNL
and Hydro-Québec, along
with their Community
Relations Advisor, to
maintain alignment and
strengthen collaboration
on engagement activities

_____

2026 January 23
Virtual meeting with
Investissement Québec

Investissement Québec,
organizing the Strengthening
Québec’s Nuclear Supply

Chain Forum on April 14,
2026, in Bécancour

CNL plans to attend and will
engage on Gentilly-1

decommissioning and Fuel
Consolidation

2026 January
Standing Committee
on Natural Resources
(RNNR)

Meeting No. 20:
Management of CNL by U.S.

Companies

As a witness, CNL Vice
President, Corporate Affairs
(Seconded from Nuclear
Laboratory Partners of
Canada (NLPC)

Minutes - RNNR (45-1) - No. 20 -
House of Commons of Canada

https://www.ourcommons.ca/documentviewer/en/45-1/RNNR/meeting-20/minutes
https://www.ourcommons.ca/documentviewer/en/45-1/RNNR/meeting-20/minutes
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Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2026 February 10

Public Webinar on the
G1WF
decommissioning and
licensing

Hosted public webinar on
Zoom in French (English
interpretation was
available), which was
distributed widely to
contacts in the surrounding
region and promoted via
social media  

The webinar was also
advertised in the vicinity of
CNL’s main site – Chalk River
Laboratories and areas
surrounding the Whiteshell
site. The event had a 147
unique viewers and the
recording was posted on
YouTube8

Webinar questions included
interest in CNL’s experience in

decommissioning CANDU
reactors in Canada, current or
future characterization plans,
and how much time the
demolition and where the
waste is going.  Questions also
included what environmental
assessment process has been
undertaken for the project, the
future plans for the site post
demolition, and who would be
responsible for future
monitoring of the site CNL or
Hydro Quebec, what
documentation is provided to
the CNSC as part of the
decommissioning process, and
are there plans to build another
nuclear plant at the site, when
the Environmental Impact
Assessment would be posted
and if the public will have time
to comment on it in lead up to
the Hearing.

CNL responded to all questions
during the webinar.

8 See CNL’s YouTube recordings of this webinar in French https://youtu.be/16OllpRXJ3E?si=1lHd2HEdAPJN1jsZ and
English https://youtu.be/IaFezbrmdUg?si=OgF5C-HGpBvFKtQW.

https://youtu.be/16OllpRXJ3E?si=1lHd2HEdAPJN1jsZ
https://youtu.be/IaFezbrmdUg?si=OgF5C-HGpBvFKtQW
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Date Activity Description Relevant comments/feedback

2026 February 10
Public Webinar:
Transportation of
Dangerous Goods

Hosted public webinar on
Zoom in English (French
interpretation was
available), which was
distributed widely to
contacts in the surrounding
region and promoted via
social media  

The webinar was also
advertised in the vicinity of
CNL’s main site – Chalk River
Laboratories and areas
surrounding the Whiteshell
site. The event had a 108
unique viewers, and the
recording was posted on
YouTube9

Webinar included questions on
Gentilly-1 including:

Why is Gentilly-1 waste being
transported to other sites only
for it to have to be transported
again to the Deep Geological
Repository (DGR) when ready?

Why is Gentilly-1 being
decommissioned before
the appropriate
infrastructure for the storage
of the waste has
been established?

The questions were answered
with a written response
following the session.

See Appendix C for an example of a mail out.

See Appendix D for an example of an infographic.

5.1.1 Survey

CNL conducted a baseline public attitude survey in early 2023. The survey targeted the
population of the Trois-Rivières census metropolitan area (CMA). The baseline survey sought to
gauge public perception and awareness of the nuclear industry and CNL, particularly in relation
to the decommissioning of the G1WF. The survey was completed online with more than 500
residents of the Trois-Rivières CMA area, who were able to express themselves in French or
English.

Data was collected in 2023 January. Results were weighted by gender, age, mother tongue,
level of education, region, and presence of children in the household, to ensure a
representative sample of the Trois-Rivières CMA population.

The data collected in the baseline survey shows that almost the entire population of the Trois-
Rivières CMA is aware of the Gentilly nuclear facilities, even if only by name. While awareness
of Gentilly’s nuclear facility is high in the region, the level of knowledge of the nuclear industry,
CNL, and the activities related to the decommissioning of a nuclear site is quite low among the
respondents. However, about half of the population of Trois Rivières CMA is interested in
activities related to the decommissioning of the Gentilly nuclear facilities. More than nine out

9 See CNL’s YouTube recording of this webinar in French https://youtu.be/l9lcrZV51co?si=Kki-RgY1kTYJfe-4 and
English https://youtu.be/dTzr76EMSQE?si=pG3W3Xr3d_utERE5.

https://youtu.be/l9lcrZV51co?si=Kki-RgY1kTYJfe-4
https://youtu.be/dTzr76EMSQE?si=pG3W3Xr3d_utERE5
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of ten respondents want to be informed about the process of closing and cleaning up the
Gentilly nuclear facilities. The points of greatest interest to the Trois Rivières CMA residents are
nuclear waste management and the Gentilly-1 decommissioning in general.

The majority of the population is concerned about what will happen to the nuclear waste and
the reactor itself, how the site will be remediated or cleaned up, how the site will be managed,
and what might be built on the site in the future. The most important issues for the population
of Trois Rivières CMA, by far, are the health and safety of the community, the health and safety
of the workers on site, and the protection of the environment.

5.1.2 Public Information Sessions 

At all public information sessions subject matter experts were available to answer questions
and engage in one-on-one dialogue with event guests. An effort was made to share updated
information that responded to specific areas of interest.

On 2024 April 09 , CNL held a public information session in Bécancour, Québec. Members of the
local Bécancour population, were invited to discuss and learn more about the Gentilly-1
Decommissioning with both CNL and CNSC representatives who were present. Approximately
25 members of the population attended. While in Bécancour, CNL also met with members of
Bécancour City Hall to discuss the Gentilly-1 decommissioning.

On 2025 May 14, CNL and Hydro-Québec hosted a public information session on the
decommissioning of the Gentilly-1 and Gentilly-2 facilities at the Centre culturel Larochelle in
Saint-Grégoire. The session welcomed nearly 50 members of the public throughout the
afternoon and early evening.

Public feedback was overwhelmingly positive. Attendees appreciated the opportunity to speak
directly with representatives from all four participating organizations present—CNL, Hydro-
Québec, the NWMO, and the CNSC.

5.1.3  15.1.3 Traditional and Online Communications

5.1.3.1  Online

Corporate Website

CNL uses www.cnl.ca/g1, a subpage of CNL’s corporate website (cnl.ca), to share information

and facilitate feedback on the G1WF. Launched an expanded web site with details on the G1WF
work; total pages viewed increased 297% versus 2023 This page has been updated again in
2025 in response to feedback on waste disposition and includes information about the site and
project, as well as a feedback form for visitors. In 2025 cnl.ca pages relating to the G1WF had
3,434 views.

http://www.cnl.ca/g1, a subpag
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Media Coverage

CNL proactively issued two media releases or web site updates regarding G1WF’s ongoing

operations to local, national, and international news outlets and interested parties.

CNL proactively issued two media releases or web site updates regarding G1WF’s ongoing

operations to local, national, and international news outlets and interested parties.

Table 5-2: Media Coverage Summary

Date Article Title of Publication

2024 April 08 Toujours le matin Rattrapage du mardi 9 avril 2024 | OHdio |
Radio-Canada

2024 April 09 ICI RDI —   L'info maintenant Des séances d’information pour le

démantèlement de Gentilly-1 | Radio-Canada

2025 March 17 Via 90.5 - Interview – Episode #23 Épisode #23 – Le Parc en 30 minutes - VIA
90.5

2025 May 13 Le Courrie Sud Séance d'information publique sur le
déclassement de Gentilly-1 et Gentilly-2 ce

mercredi après-midi - Le Courrier Sud

2025 May 14 Le Nouvelliste Centrales nucléaires: accélération du
démantèlement

2025 May 14 Radio-Canada: Maire Claude
Julien

Vers le déclassement des centrales Gentilly-1
et Gentilly-2 | Radio-Canada

2025 May 15 Radio-Canada: Francis Breaudry /
Cassandre Forcier-Martin

Vers le déclassement des centrales Gentilly-1
et Gentilly-2 | Radio-Canada

2025 July 08 World Nuclear News Gentilly 1 declared free from nuclear fuel -
World Nuclear News

2025 October 27  Radio-Canada: Info – Sophie
Bernier

Une visite de ce qu’il reste de la centrale
nucléaire Gentilly-1 | Radio-Canada

2025 October 27  Radio-Canada: Ohdio Une rare visite de ce qu’il reste de Gentilly-1 |
OHdio | Radio-Canada

See Appendix E for an example of media coverage.

5.2 CNL Social Media

Social media is used to inform, educate, and promote awareness for all of CNL’s activities

including G1WF related events and to receive feedback.

https://ici.radio-canada.ca/ohdio/premiere/emissions/toujours-le-matin/episodes/749868/rattrapage-mardi-9-avril-2024
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/ohdio/premiere/emissions/toujours-le-matin/episodes/749868/rattrapage-mardi-9-avril-2024
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/2063733/declassement-nucleaire-gentilly-travaux-demantelement
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/2063733/declassement-nucleaire-gentilly-travaux-demantelement
https://www.via905.fm/podcast/episode-23-le-parc-en-30-minutes
https://www.via905.fm/podcast/episode-23-le-parc-en-30-minutes
https://www.lecourriersud.com/actualites/seance-dinformation-publique-sur-le-declassement-de-gentilly-1-et-gentilly-2-ce-mardi-apres-midi/
https://www.lecourriersud.com/actualites/seance-dinformation-publique-sur-le-declassement-de-gentilly-1-et-gentilly-2-ce-mardi-apres-midi/
https://www.lecourriersud.com/actualites/seance-dinformation-publique-sur-le-declassement-de-gentilly-1-et-gentilly-2-ce-mardi-apres-midi/
https://www.lenouvelliste.ca/actualites/actualites-locales/2025/05/14/centrales-nucleaires-acceleration-du-demantelement-IUWKOWWSH5BFJDEJ6O2POR3ZGI/
https://www.lenouvelliste.ca/actualites/actualites-locales/2025/05/14/centrales-nucleaires-acceleration-du-demantelement-IUWKOWWSH5BFJDEJ6O2POR3ZGI/
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/info/videos/1-10381140/vers-declassement-centrales-gentilly-1-et-gentilly-2
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/info/videos/1-10381140/vers-declassement-centrales-gentilly-1-et-gentilly-2
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/info/videos/1-10381140/vers-declassement-centrales-gentilly-1-et-gentilly-2
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/info/videos/1-10381140/vers-declassement-centrales-gentilly-1-et-gentilly-2
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/articles/gentilly-1-declared-free-from-nuclear-fuel
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/articles/gentilly-1-declared-free-from-nuclear-fuel
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/info/long-format/2201943/centrale-nucleaire-gentilly-1-energie
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/info/long-format/2201943/centrale-nucleaire-gentilly-1-energie
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/ohdio/premiere/emissions/toujours-le-matin/segments/rattrapage/2210428/notre-collegue-sophie-bernier-a-visite-gentilly-1
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/ohdio/premiere/emissions/toujours-le-matin/segments/rattrapage/2210428/notre-collegue-sophie-bernier-a-visite-gentilly-1
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Facebook is CNL’s largest platform where we see the strongest engagement through
“comments, shares and likes” of posts. When CNL wished to raise the profile of project events

or information “boosted” posts were used to target by location and demographics. “Boosted”

posts are paid posts through Facebook. Twitter has not been used as broadly as Tweets have
been found to receive very little traction, and comparatively CNL has a much larger Facebook
following. While numbers are significantly larger on LinkedIn the demographics are far more
industry based, rather than general public. Therefore, CNL utilizes LinkedIn, but in a much lower
capacity than Facebook to ensure engagement is a balanced approach with general public in
comparison to those actively part of the nuclear industry. YouTube has also been used
successfully to engage with members of the public.  All webinars have been posted and specific
information on the Chimney Swifts and a virtual tour of the reactor and facility have also been
shared.

6. Feedback

Feedback has included an interest in procurement and economic development opportunities
from local Indigenous Nations. From the general public, CNL has heard an interest in further
regulatory oversight from the IAA, an interest in disposal routes for the waste and concerns
around transportation of high-level waste, an activity that was safely completed in 2025 June in
accordance with all applicable regulations and laws.

In addition to the feedback provided through the engagement and communications activities
mentioned in the previous sections, CNL also received formal comments related to the
comments received from the public under subsection 86(1) of the IAA.

For Indigenous and public feedback received during the public comment period for the federal
lands assessment related to the decommissioning of the G1WF, please see Section 3 of the
Environmental Protection Measures Report for Phase 3 Decommissioning [2].

7. Planned Future Engagement

In accordance with CNL’s PIP [3], CNL will continue to engage the public, including local elected
officials, industry, and interest groups, through a variety of mechanisms, demonstrating
transparency and access to information. CNL will continue to promote all milestones and
significant events through public information sessions, site tours, meetings of the ESC and
engagement with Indigenous Nations. CNL will continue to use social media to engage the
public featuring key milestones and information.

Following the hearing process, CNL expects continued interest in the current and future
decommissioning activities related to the G1WF. Through communications and engagement
outlined in the PIP, CNL will maintain regular communications through correspondence,
including email blasts, meetings, information sessions, webpage content, newsletters, and
webinars to ensure all interested parties are kept apprised of CNL’s operations and activities at

the G1WF.
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8. Conclusion

Methods employed to date have helped to inform and educate members of the public and have
enabled the public to provide valuable feedback. CNL will continue stakeholder engagement
efforts to increase awareness and understanding, in accordance with its PIP.

CNL makes it a priority to build public awareness, understanding and a supportive appreciation
of the laboratories value and relevance to Canadians. CNL works to ensure that the general
public, Indigenous communities, news media, and other interested parties are informed about
the ongoing activities at all CNL sites.

Continuing to provide information as it becomes available will encourage transparency, and
further feedback, which can assist CNL in understanding and incorporating perspectives into
planning, future communications and the environmental assessment process.
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Appendix A Typical Meeting Agenda
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Appendix B General Overview Presentation
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Appendix C Example of a Mail Out
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Appendix D Example of Infographic
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Appendix E Example of Media Coverage
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Appendix F Social Media Post
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