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RIB Action 23712 

Date Tel. No. - No de tél. 

April 23, 2025  

 
 
 
Subject 
Objet 

RIB Action #23712 – Update on the Results of the NWMO's public attitude research. 

 

 

ISSUE 

 

During the April 27, 2021 Commission meeting, the Nuclear Waste Management Organization 

(NWMO) and Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) staff presented updates on the NWMO’s 

proposed project for the long-term management of Canada's used nuclear fuel (CMD 21-M17.1, CMD 

21-M17.1A). As part of this meeting, the Commission requested that the results of the NWMO's public 

attitude research be included in the next update to the Commission, after site selection.  

This action is being tracked in the CNSC Regulatory Information Bank under RIB Action 23712.  As 

there are no plans to continue with Commission updates from the NWMO on its proposed project, this 

memo is intended to fulfill the above noted Commission request and close out RIB Action 23712.  

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

Through the Government of Canada’s 2002 Nuclear Fuel Waste Act, the Nuclear Waste Management 

Organization (NWMO) is tasked with the safe, long-term management of Canada’s intermediate- and 

high-level radioactive waste including used nuclear fuel. In November 2005, the NWMO submitted a 

report to the Minister of Natural Resources, recommending an approach known as Adaptive Phased 

Management (APM). The technical end point of APM is the containment and isolation of Canada's 

used nuclear fuel in a deep geological repository. The approach was adopted as Canada’s plan in June 

2007. 
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https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frib-bir.cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca%2FActionModule%2FActionView.aspx%3Fid%3D23712&data=05%7C02%7CRobert.Buhr%40cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca%7Cfe9ad42aa1cf46e65f3e08dd0fb046f1%7Cbb89644a48bf49b78f8a6f2519ea6bd4%7C0%7C0%7C638683971961591874%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zbGF2SPjYiHU6ovVFspqyvVcvNNBHOsozTNkw5o91bc%3D&reserved=0
http://e-accessweb.cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca/cyberdocs/cnsc-quickstart.asp?barcode=6532605
http://e-accessweb.cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca/cyberdocs/cnsc-quickstart.asp?barcode=6544637
http://e-accessweb.cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca/cyberdocs/cnsc-quickstart.asp?barcode=6544637
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frib-bir.cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca%2FActionModule%2FActionView.aspx%3Fid%3D23712&data=05%7C02%7CRobert.Buhr%40cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca%7Cfe9ad42aa1cf46e65f3e08dd0fb046f1%7Cbb89644a48bf49b78f8a6f2519ea6bd4%7C0%7C0%7C638683971961591874%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zbGF2SPjYiHU6ovVFspqyvVcvNNBHOsozTNkw5o91bc%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frib-bir.cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca%2FActionModule%2FActionView.aspx%3Fid%3D23712&data=05%7C02%7CRobert.Buhr%40cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca%7Cfe9ad42aa1cf46e65f3e08dd0fb046f1%7Cbb89644a48bf49b78f8a6f2519ea6bd4%7C0%7C0%7C638683971961591874%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zbGF2SPjYiHU6ovVFspqyvVcvNNBHOsozTNkw5o91bc%3D&reserved=0
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/N-27.7/
https://www.nwmo.ca/en/Canadas-plan/Selecting-Canadas-plan
https://www.nwmo.ca/en/Canadas-plan/Canadas-deep-geological-repository
https://www.nwmo.ca/en/Canadas-plan
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On November 28, 2024, the NWMO announced it had selected Wabigoon Lake Ojibway Nation (WLON) 

and the Township of Ignace as the host communities for the future site for Canada’s deep geological 

repository for used nuclear fuel. 

 

https://www.nwmo.ca/News/The-Nuclear-Waste-Management-Organization-selects-site-for-Canadas-deep-geological-repository
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UPDATE 

 

On January 15, 2025, the NWMO shared with CNSC staff the following public attitude research reports 

that were previously posted on their website following the April 27, 2021 Commission meeting: 

 

• NWMO-REP-06310-0203: Transportation Planning Public Attitude Research Report 

• NWMO-REP-06310-0202: Transportation planning - Indigenous Dialogue 

 

The NWMO also shared with CNSC staff the following annual implementation plan reports that are 

posted on their website and include insights from their implementation plan survey:  

• What We heard: Implementing Canada’s Plan - 2023  

• What We Heard: Implementing Canada’s Plan - 2022 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

This memo is intended to fulfill the Commission request to share the results of NWMO’s public attitude 

research and in doing so close out RIB Action 23712.  

 

 

 

Prepared by: Robert Buhr, Senior Project Officer, MPSSD 

Reviewed by: John Thelen, Director, MPSSD 

Approved by: Luc Sigouin, Director General, DNCFR 

  

X

 
 

Date: April 23, 2025 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nwmo.ca%2F-%2Fmedia%2FReports---Reports%2FNWMO-REP-06310-0203-Transportation-Planning-Public-Attitude-Research-Report-2020-01-15.ashx%3Fsc_lang%3Den&data=05%7C02%7CRobert.Buhr%40cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca%7Ce897aeb58d2a4439d5c308dd357c5bf2%7Cbb89644a48bf49b78f8a6f2519ea6bd4%7C0%7C0%7C638725530428666681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JeZS8g53KLOKf031tOStt2fyWeIaoBsm8OS3WpYdwBo%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nwmo.ca%2F-%2Fmedia%2FReports-MASTER%2FSocial-reports%2FNWMO-REP-06310-0202-Transportation-Planning-Indigenous-Dialogue-2020-2.ashx%3Fsc_lang%3Den&data=05%7C02%7CRobert.Buhr%40cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca%7Ce897aeb58d2a4439d5c308dd357c5bf2%7Cbb89644a48bf49b78f8a6f2519ea6bd4%7C0%7C0%7C638725530428685889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FOQGpRvD%2F%2B%2F4XyGdsTwkD6qcF%2Fktt36Ger%2BjE8h%2BUzg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nwmo.ca%2F-%2Fmedia%2FReports-MASTER%2FSocial-reports%2FNWMO-REP-06310-0202-Transportation-Planning-Indigenous-Dialogue-2020-2.ashx%3Fsc_lang%3Den&data=05%7C02%7CRobert.Buhr%40cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca%7Ce897aeb58d2a4439d5c308dd357c5bf2%7Cbb89644a48bf49b78f8a6f2519ea6bd4%7C0%7C0%7C638725530428685889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FOQGpRvD%2F%2B%2F4XyGdsTwkD6qcF%2Fktt36Ger%2BjE8h%2BUzg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nwmo.ca%2F-%2Fmedia%2FReports-MASTER%2FSocial-reports%2FWhat-we-heard_Implementing-Canadas-plan-in-2023.ashx%3Fsc_lang%3Den&data=05%7C02%7CRobert.Buhr%40cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca%7Ce897aeb58d2a4439d5c308dd357c5bf2%7Cbb89644a48bf49b78f8a6f2519ea6bd4%7C0%7C0%7C638725530428701164%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uY0dUvY%2FCFMkJY7s0S1C2CjPk0kJgAedywJRyg8lBUI%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nwmo.ca%2F-%2Fmedia%2FReports-MASTER%2FSocial-reports%2FWhat-we-heard_Implementing-Canadas-plan-in-2022.ashx%3Fsc_lang%3Den&data=05%7C02%7CRobert.Buhr%40cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca%7Ce897aeb58d2a4439d5c308dd357c5bf2%7Cbb89644a48bf49b78f8a6f2519ea6bd4%7C0%7C0%7C638725530428719521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u9whVimNZpqMRvhg0iFl21Im4juxYsjh%2FxzXryQOwKA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frib-bir.cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca%2FActionModule%2FActionView.aspx%3Fid%3D23712&data=05%7C02%7CRobert.Buhr%40cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca%7Cfe9ad42aa1cf46e65f3e08dd0fb046f1%7Cbb89644a48bf49b78f8a6f2519ea6bd4%7C0%7C0%7C638683971961591874%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zbGF2SPjYiHU6ovVFspqyvVcvNNBHOsozTNkw5o91bc%3D&reserved=0

