
From:
Cc:

Bcc:

Subject:
Sent:

Froess, Ryan
Adam Zenobi (adam.zenobi@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca)
kevin.mercredi@outlook.com; Chief Coreen Sayazie; b-
tsannie@hotmail.com; Shea Shirley; GarreƩ Schmidt; Cheyenna Campbell
(cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com); jerry.bernard@erfn.net; Mark
CaleƩe; slandriecrossland@mns.work; s.nickolet@mns.work; Walter Smith;
Billie Jo Natomagan; jtsanniejr@pagc.net; rmcleod@pagc.net;
tcooksearson@llrib.ca; gchrisƟansen@llrib.ca; lburnouf@mns.work;
tex.mns@sasktel.net; Eric Sylvestre; chief1@birchnarrows.ca;
norma.catarat@outlook.com; Elmercampbell35@gmail.com; glenmccallum;
CNSC ParƟcipant Funding NoƟce - Denison Mines DraŌ EIS
2022-01-10 3:33:00 PM

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged
Good aŌernoon,
 
Funding is available to assist Indigenous peoples, members of the public and stakeholders in the
review of the draŌ environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Wheeler River project proposed
by Denison Mines Corp. Denison is proposing to develop an in situ recovery uranium mining and
processing operaƟon located in the Athabasca Basin in northern Saskatchewan, approximately
600 km north of the city of Saskatoon, 4 km west of Highway 914 and midway between
Cameco Corporation’s Key Lake Mill and McArthur River Mine.  Before the Commission can
make a licensing decision, an Environmental Assessment (EA) is required under the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act, 2012, along with an EA decision affirming that the proposed
acƟviƟes will not cause significant adverse environmental effects. Please note that this first
phase of funding is intended to assist in the review of the draft EIS.
 
The deadline to submit a completed parƟcipant funding applicaƟon is March 14, 2022.
 
For more informaƟon on the project and how to parƟcipate, go to
hƩps://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/parƟcipant-funding-program/opportuniƟes/pfp-
review-draŌ-environmental-impact-statement-denison-mines-corp-wheeler-river-project.cfm.
 
For quesƟons about this specific funding opportunity, please contact:
 
Mr. Adam Zenobi
ParƟcipant Funding Program Administrator
613-415-2814
pfp@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
 
Thanks,
 
Ryan Froess

bosers
Highlight



Senior Advisor, Indigenous and Stakeholder RelaƟons Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca| Cell: 306-914-7892
 
------------------------
For all the latest CNSC news, visit CNSC's homepage at hƩp://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/
------------------------
Follow the CNSC on TwiƩer: hƩp://twiƩer.com/CNSC_CCSN
------------------------
Subscribe to the CNSC's YouTube channels: hƩp://www.youtube.com/cnscccsn
------------------------
Follow the CNSC on Facebook: hƩp://www.facebook.com/CanadianNuclearSafetyCommission
------------------------
Follow the CNSC on LinkedIn: hƩps://www.linkedin.com/company/cnsc-ccsn/life
------------------------
If you experience any difficulƟes in accessing the CNSC website, please send an email to
cnsc.info.ccsn@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
------------------------
To unsubscribe, send an email to cnsc.info.ccsn@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Sent:

Sydney Nickolet
Froess, Ryan
RE: Tomorrow's meeƟng
2022-01-17 3:53:00 PM

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged
Hi Ryan,
 
As of right now, both mine and Mark’s calendars are preƩy open next week on Monday,
Wednesday and Fridays aŌer 10am CST with excepƟon of the Beaverlodge meeƟng on the 24th.
However, I did noƟce that we have a monthly meeƟng scheduled on Wednesday Feb 2nd at 1pm
CST. Looks like that meeƟng works for both Mark and myself so if we wanted to just cancel
tomorrow’s meeƟng and keep the one on the 2nd and just use the full 1.5 hours if needed, that
would also work for us! Let me know whatever works beƩer for you.
 
Thanks,
 
Sydney Nickolet (she/her/hers)
Jr. Lands and Consultation Liaison Officer 

306-381-5286

310 - 20th Street East
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Canada  S7K 0A7
 
Heartland of the MéƟs and Treaty 6 Territory 
 

This e-mail may be privileged and/or confidential, and the sender does not waive any related rights and obligations. 
 Any distribution, use or copying of this e-mail or the information it contains by other than an intended recipient is unauthorized. 

 If you received this e-mail in error, please advise me (by return e-mail or otherwise) and destroy it immediately.
 
 
 
From: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca> 

 Sent: Monday, January 17, 2022 3:47 PM
 To: Sydney Nickolet <s.nickolet@mns.work>

 Subject: RE: Tomorrow's meeƟng
 



Hi Sydney,
 
Thanks for the email. Friday looks preƩy full on my end and CNSC staff. I will look at next week
Mon- Wed or Friday and get back to you. Do you have any preferences (it may have to be the
week following)?
 
Thanks, 
Ryan
 
From: Sydney Nickolet <s.nickolet@mns.work> 

 Sent: January 17, 2022 2:48 PM
 To: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

 Subject: Tomorrow's meeƟng
 
Hello Ryan,
 
Mark’s first day back to work was today so I was able to touch base with him this morning.
Unfortunately, Mark is only coming back for a few days a week and those being Monday,
Wednesdays and Fridays. We were talking and we think it would be best if we move tomorrows
meeƟng to either a Monday, Wednesday or Friday so that Mark can aƩend because if not, it
would just be me aƩending tomorrow and we believe we would get more out of the meeƟng with
Mark present. Mark and I are available this Friday (Jan 21st) anyƟme aŌer 10am CST. Does it work
for your team to move the meeƟng to Friday?
 
Apologies for rescheduling the meeƟng, we are just geƫng back into the swing of things with
Mark being back. Let me know what works for the CNSC.
 
Best,
 
Sydney Nickolet (she/her/hers)

 Jr. Lands and Consultation Liaison Officer 

306-381-5286

310 - 20th Street East
 Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

 Canada  S7K 0A7
 
Heartland of the MéƟs and Treaty 6 Territory 
 

This e-mail may be privileged and/or confidential, and the sender does not waive any related rights and obligations. 
 



Any distribution, use or copying of this e-mail or the information it contains by other than an intended recipient is unauthorized. 
If you received this e-mail in error, please advise me (by return e-mail or otherwise) and destroy it immediately.
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Sent:

Boser, Sydney
Boser, Sydney
RE: MNS Notes
2025-07-30 10:02:58 AM

 
From: Way, Jessica <jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca> 

 Sent: February 2, 2022 3:29 PM
 To: DeCoste, Laura <laura.decoste@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Wylie, Doug <doug.wylie@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>;

Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>
 Subject: MNS Notes

 
MN-S & CNSC MeeƟng: February 2nd, 2022
AƩendees:
 
Sydney Nickolet - Jr. Lands and consultaƟon officer for lands and resources
Mark CaleƩe - Sr. Director for lands and resources
Ryan, Doug, Jes and Laura
 
Notes:

Team is growing within MN-S Lands and resources
Provided update on involvement with Denison file:

Thinking maybe separate terms of reference with KML, as opposed to incorporaƟng
KML into MNS TOR.
Been Having conversaƟons with KML, will keep us posted about how they will be
involved and work breakdown

Next Gen:
Ryan Asked about sharing of TK study, creaƟon of what we heard report.

Mark concerns asked about confidenƟality aspect, need to ensure that the
region is comfortable with it
Need to make sure informaƟon won't be used or shared - very sensiƟve about
this informaƟon. Want to be project partners, but once it becomes public
domain can't take it back and have a lot of issues with that.
CNSC need to understand MeƟs rights and see tradiƟonal land use in the area,
can set up a special meeƟng to discuss in more detail
MNS can share forms in advance, see what region thinks

Raised potenƟal trip in the summer, Next gen DraŌ EIS is coming end of march, would
be a good opportunity meet

MNS would like to parƟcipate
Projects puƫng MNS in difficult spot. Things are moving forward and can't take
care of our business - if COVID cases remain an issue, it really begs the
quesƟon - what does that mean for engagement, and making sure people are
being able to share thoughts and feelings and concerns? Hard to plan right
now, puƫng communiƟes in a difficult posiƟon. Nobody wants to have a



horrible outcome by taking chance with a project that have not adequately
engaged on.
Re travel being covid dependent, wondered what CNSC thinks about not being
able to do engagement?

 
 
 

(she / her / elle)
 
Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213
 
Agent en évaluaƟon environnementale | Division de l'évaluaƟon environnementale
Commission canadienne de sûreté nucléaire | Gouvernement du Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel : 343-540-6213
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Sent:

Froess, Ryan
Mark CaleƩe; s.nickolet;
Frigault, Nicole; Wylie, Doug; O'Neill, Shannon; Way, Jessica; Yen, Wish;
CNSC/MN-S MeeƟng minutes
2022-03-11 3:43:41 PM

Hi Mark and Sydney,
 
I hope things are well and sorry for the late meeƟng mins from our meeƟng last week on March 2,
2022. Please let us know if you had anything to add or changes and as always feel free to reach
out if you have any quesƟons on FRIT or other?
 
Have a great weekend Mark and Sydney and we will see you again on March 30 at 1 pm if not
before then.
 
Thanks,
Ryan
 
CNSC-MN-S Monthly MeeƟng Minutes – March 2, 2022, 2-4 PM
AƩending: MN-S - Sydney Nickolet, Mark CaleƩe, CNSC - Ryan Froess, Nicole Frigault, Jessica Way,
Doug Wylie, Laura Decoste, Shannon O’Neill, Wish Yen
 
NexGen

There are two reviews to be completed for the draŌ EIS submission
Federal Indigenous Review Team (FIRT) technical review – presentaƟon provided to
MN-S
Public comment period where new or exisƟng comments and concerns can be
submiƩed
The review for the FIRT and Public Comment Period can be completed by the same
representaƟve

 
FIRT review is a technical review focused on knowledge MN-S can provide to the project, for
example, impacts to land and water from the project

MN-S would need to appoint an MN-S representaƟve to the team
Review is specific to SecƟon 5(1)(c) of CEAA 2012
VerificaƟon that the summary is accurate, informaƟon is correct, and ensure there
are no discrepancies from tradiƟonal knowledge held by MN-S

FIRT, RIA funding is separate from EIS review funding
Other NaƟons and communiƟes have been invited to parƟcipate in the FIRT, but there has
not been confirmaƟon whether they will parƟcipate

 
Engagement with NexGen

MeeƟngs with MeƟs Locals in Region 2 are on postponed unƟl elecƟons are completed
Budget discussions will take place with NexGen to move project forward
Consultants are digiƟzing IK Study with discussion around sharing the study to CNSC – this
will be determined by the MeƟs Region 2

Timelines



FIRT EIS technical review is for CNSC to compile comments and IRs
MN-S raises concern around Ɵmelines for submission of comments for the EIS –
CNSC staff have acknowledged this concern and are having discussions on the review
period.

MN-S consultants need to review the document, put it in a digesƟble format
for leadership/community before gathering and providing feedback

NexGen has indicated they will be providing a plain language summary (booklet) of
main highlights of EIS

MN-S concerns remain as NexGen has difficulty explaining technical aspects of the project
to the community. NexGen is not providing clear and understandable plain language
summaries of technical informaƟon

 
Tour to Region

CNSC aims to set up in person community engagement sessions in the spring of 2022 with
the preference being June

Topics of interest could include human health perspecƟves, consultaƟon on EIS,
introducƟon on projects impact the MeƟs communiƟes in the Northwest
Saskatchewan

Tour is slated for June while kids are sƟll in school and before people go on vacaƟons while
also considering Ɵming for EIS submissions

 
Denison

MN-S has confirmed that Northern Region 1 will be represented by MN-S and Pine House
will be self-represenƟng
PFP deadline is March 14th, next steps on funding to follow
Pollutant control facility review (part of field test applicaƟon) – Province and Denison have
received, but no official responses

 
PFP

PFP was awarded a year ago to MN-S for review of the Nexgen DraŌ EIS. MN-S will be
updaƟng the funding provided for different consultants and sub-consultants as there
consultant have changed from Wanda Lewis to Two Worlds ConsulƟng.
Adam Zenobi confirmed this was acceptable and Sydney has confirmed the updated list has
been sent to CNSC

 
 
AddiƟonal Items

Next meeƟng – push to week aŌer à more of an update à path forward Next Gen only
MeeƟng with Elder Fleury – Talk with those in SK office about meeƟng him at Cora’s
The MN-S would appreciate any feedback on the CNSC presentaƟon by Elder Fleury

 
Next Steps

Future meeƟngs will be project specific and will have separate meeƟng on NexGen with
MN-S (March 30 next meeƟng on NexGen)
CNSC to verify the PFP applicaƟon deadline for Denison and confirm (COMPLETED) – March
14th is deadline for Denison PFP
CNSC to follow up internally regarding feedback for the presentaƟon by Elder Fleury (CNSC
AcƟon)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Sent:

Way, Jessica
mcaleƩe@mns.work; s.nickolet@mns.work;
Froess, Ryan; Wish Yen (wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca); DeCoste, Laura;
MN-S-CNSC MeeƟng Minutes - April 13, 2022
2022-04-21 4:19:00 PM

Hi Mark, Sydney,
 
Thank you for your Ɵme last week. Below are the meeƟng minutes from our conversaƟon.
 
We don’t actually have another meeƟng in our calendar. Is there a parƟcular day/Ɵme that would
work for you both to meet on a monthly basis? Say, 2pm CST on Monday aŌernoons once a
month? Let me know of some opƟons that could work for you, and I can get something reoccurring
into our calendars.
 
Have a good evening!
Jes

(she / her / elle)
 
Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213
 
--------------------------------------------------------

MN-S-CNSC - Denison Wheeler River Project - MeeƟng Minutes – April 13th, 2022 (1 – 2pm CST)

AƩendees: MN-S - Sydney Nickolet, Mark CaleƩe; CNSC-  Ryan Froess, Jessica Way, Wish Yen, Laura
DeCoste
 

MN-S raised concerns that very liƩle engagement with Denison has taken place since
reviewing the ApplicaƟon to Operate a PolluƟon Control Facility document
MN-S has sent a leƩer to Denison regarding capacity funding agreement and is waiƟng for
Denison to respond to the capacity funding request
MN-S received an email from Carolanne regarding possible engagement with locals and the
communiƟes in Northern Region 3  by Denison. This email has raised concerns for the MN-S
and increased lack of trust in Denison despite posiƟve email from Denison CEO David the
week prior. AddiƟonally:

The email was addressed solely to Sydney, without Mark on the contact list.
The email from Denison implies to the MN-S that meeƟngs with locals and the
community will take place with or without collaboraƟon from the MN-S.



The public in this region are community locals from Beauval, Ile-a- la Crosse, Patuanak
and Pinehouse.
MunicipaliƟes was listed in the email and MN-S do not speak for the MéƟs.
AddiƟonally, SecƟon 35 rights are not represented by municipaliƟes.
Concern regarding short Ɵmelines for response as Denison requested a response
within less than a week with the due date for the response being a holiday, the Easter
Monday
The engagement session is to take place the week of May 30th

CNSC can help facilitate engagement between MN-S and Denison if needed?
requested
CNSC acknowledges the short turnaround Ɵme on the Denison request.
CNSC also requires proponents/licensees to develop and maintain a Public
InformaƟon Disclosure Program (PIDC) as per RegDoc 3.2.1.

 

Currently KML has more capacity to move forward with Denison on the Wheeler River
Project and MN-S is happy that KML has capacity to engage and move forward on the
project alongside with Denison
CNSC staff encouraged MN-S to work together with KML in order to ensure that MeƟs
ciƟzens in Region 3 are consulted on the project. CNSC will conƟnue to meet with booth
KML and MN-S on the project unless noƟfied otherwise
Should there be discrepancies between MN-S and KML in the EA process, MN-S will work
with KML and CNSC to clarify discrepancies

MN-S doesn’t anƟcipate differences in concerns, VCs or knowledge, but cannot
guarantee there will not be poliƟcal differences

 

As part of our Duty to Consult, CNSC wants to ensure all potenƟally impacted rights holders
are involved and part of the EA process

CNSC will be looking to work with MN-S to engage/consult with other MeƟs locals in
Northern Region 3

CNSC will be compleƟng a presentaƟon/webinar series for KML in May and later in EA
process likely in the summer/fall to KML ciƟzens.

 

Denison is anƟcipaƟng submission of draŌ EIS in late August/or September
PFP applicaƟon and FRC decision is anƟcipated for end of April/May

CNSC will be available to meet and explain the PFP decision/process if requested by
MN-S as we did for NexGen

CNSC tour for the NexGen Project is anƟcipated for June. CNSC is planning a similar tour for
the Wheeler River Project in Fall to coincide with the draŌ EIS submission

 

CNSC to set -up next monthly meeƟng with MN-S on the Denison Wheeler River Project
CNSC to update MN-S on status of PFP applicaƟon when it becomes available



 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Sent:

Way, Jessica
Sydney Nickolet; Mark CaleƩe;
Froess, Ryan; Yen, Wish; DeCoste, Laura;
RE: MN-S-CNSC MeeƟng Minutes - April 13, 2022
2022-04-22 3:15:34 PM

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged
Hi Sydney,
 
MeeƟngs set up according to what we discussed on the phone. Thanks for confirming!
 
Sincerely,
Jes
 

From: Sydney Nickolet <s.nickolet@mns.work> 
 Sent: Friday, April 22, 2022 12:46 PM

 To: Way, Jessica <jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Mark CaleƩe <mcaleƩe@mns.work>
 Cc: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; DeCoste,

Laura <laura.decoste@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>
 Subject: RE: MN-S-CNSC MeeƟng Minutes - April 13, 2022

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL – USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE – FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE

 
Hello Jessica,

Thank you for reaching out with the minutes from our last meeƟng and scheduling for our next
meeƟng. The Monday aŌernoons at 2pm CST should work for us. Do you want to schedule our
first one for May 9th and then the second one for June 6th and so on?

Best,

Sydney Nickolet (she/her/hers)
 Jr. Lands and Consultation Liaison Officer 

306-381-5286

310 - 20th Street East
 Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

 Canada  S7K 0A7
 
Heartland of the MéƟs and Treaty 6 Territory 
 



This e-mail may be privileged and/or confidential, and the sender does not waive any related rights and obligations. 
 Any distribution, use or copying of this e-mail or the information it contains by other than an intended recipient is unauthorized. 

 If you received this e-mail in error, please advise me (by return e-mail or otherwise) and destroy it immediately.
 

From: Way, Jessica <jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca> 
 Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 2:20 PM

 To: Mark CaleƩe <mcaleƩe@mns.work>; Sydney Nickolet <s.nickolet@mns.work>
 Cc: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; DeCoste,

Laura <laura.decoste@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>
 Subject: MN-S-CNSC MeeƟng Minutes - April 13, 2022

 

Hi Mark, Sydney,
 
Thank you for your Ɵme last week. Below are the meeƟng minutes from our conversaƟon.
 
We don’t actually have another meeƟng in our calendar. Is there a parƟcular day/Ɵme that would
work for you both to meet on a monthly basis? Say, 2pm CST on Monday aŌernoons once a
month? Let me know of some opƟons that could work for you, and I can get something reoccurring
into our calendars.
 
Have a good evening!
Jes

(she / her / elle)
 
Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213
 
--------------------------------------------------------

MN-S-CNSC - Denison Wheeler River Project - MeeƟng Minutes – April 13th, 2022 (1 – 2pm CST)

AƩendees: MN-S - Sydney Nickolet, Mark CaleƩe; CNSC-  Ryan Froess, Jessica Way, Wish Yen, Laura
DeCoste
 

MN-S raised concerns that very liƩle engagement with Denison has taken place since
reviewing the ApplicaƟon to Operate a PolluƟon Control Facility document
MN-S has sent a leƩer to Denison regarding capacity funding agreement and is waiƟng for
Denison to respond to the capacity funding request



MN-S received an email from Carolanne regarding possible engagement with locals and the
communiƟes in Northern Region 3  by Denison. This email has raised concerns for the MN-S
and increased lack of trust in Denison despite posiƟve email from Denison CEO David the
week prior. AddiƟonally:

The email was addressed solely to Sydney, without Mark on the contact list.
The email from Denison implies to the MN-S that meeƟngs with locals and the
community will take place with or without collaboraƟon from the MN-S.
The public in this region are community locals from Beauval, Ile-a- la Crosse, Patuanak
and Pinehouse.
MunicipaliƟes was listed in the email and MN-S do not speak for the MéƟs.
AddiƟonally, SecƟon 35 rights are not represented by municipaliƟes.
Concern regarding short Ɵmelines for response as Denison requested a response
within less than a week with the due date for the response being a holiday, the Easter
Monday
The engagement session is to take place the week of May 30th

CNSC can help facilitate engagement between MN-S and Denison if needed?
requested
CNSC acknowledges the short turnaround Ɵme on the Denison request.
CNSC also requires proponents/licensees to develop and maintain a Public
InformaƟon Disclosure Program (PIDC) as per RegDoc 3.2.1.

 

Currently KML has more capacity to move forward with Denison on the Wheeler River
Project and MN-S is happy that KML has capacity to engage and move forward on the
project alongside with Denison
CNSC staff encouraged MN-S to work together with KML in order to ensure that MeƟs
ciƟzens in Region 3 are consulted on the project. CNSC will conƟnue to meet with booth
KML and MN-S on the project unless noƟfied otherwise
Should there be discrepancies between MN-S and KML in the EA process, MN-S will work
with KML and CNSC to clarify discrepancies

MN-S doesn’t anƟcipate differences in concerns, VCs or knowledge, but cannot
guarantee there will not be poliƟcal differences

 

As part of our Duty to Consult, CNSC wants to ensure all potenƟally impacted rights holders
are involved and part of the EA process

CNSC will be looking to work with MN-S to engage/consult with other MeƟs locals in
Northern Region 3

CNSC will be compleƟng a presentaƟon/webinar series for KML in May and later in EA
process likely in the summer/fall to KML ciƟzens.

 

Denison is anƟcipaƟng submission of draŌ EIS in late August/or September
PFP applicaƟon and FRC decision is anƟcipated for end of April/May



CNSC will be available to meet and explain the PFP decision/process if requested by
MN-S as we did for NexGen

CNSC tour for the NexGen Project is anƟcipated for June. CNSC is planning a similar tour for
the Wheeler River Project in Fall to coincide with the draŌ EIS submission

 

CNSC to set -up next monthly meeƟng with MN-S on the Denison Wheeler River Project
CNSC to update MN-S on status of PFP applicaƟon when it becomes available

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Sent:

Mark CaleƩe
Froess, Ryan (CNSC/CCSN); Way, Jessica;
FW: [**]FW: Offer to Collaborate
2022-05-17 3:31:26 PM

EXTERNAL EMAIL – USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE – FAITES PREUVE
DE PRUDENCE



FYI – This is the note I sent Denison regarding the meeƟngs.
 
Thanks
 
Mark Calette
Senior Director Lands and ConsultaƟon
MéƟs NaƟon-Saskatchewan
310 – 20th Street East
Saskatoon, SK. S7K 0A7
Tel: 306-361-1860
Email: mcaleƩe@mns.work
 
From: Mark CaleƩe 

 Sent: April 21, 2022 11:37 AM
 To: Carolanne Inglis-McQuay <cinglismcquay@denisonmines.com>

 Cc: Sydney Nickolet <s.nickolet@mns.work>; Heidi Klein <hklein@twoworldsconsulƟng.com>
 Subject: RE: [**]FW: Offer to Collaborate

 
Hi Carolanne,
 
Thank you for your email response.  I understand your leƩer to suggest that following the current
targeted meeƟngs of May/June, Denison can be flexible with how it works with MN-S to engage
with communiƟes.  We look forward to these future opportuniƟes.  Right now our highest priority
is to secure finalize our capacity funding agreement to allow us to start working with our
communiƟes – I hope you will appreciate that we need to have these structures in place at the
local level before we can invite Denison in as a parƟcipant and collaborator.  Based on your email
and my recent exchange with David Cates, it sounds like we may be able to quickly resolve the
capacity funding issue, roll out our MN-S/Local engagement, and then start incorporaƟng Denison
into that engagement.  I suggest that we schedule a meeƟng 2 weeks aŌer the capacity funding
issue and associated workplan has been resolved, where we can develop a communicaƟon rollout
and engagement approach together. 
 
I look forward to working with you and advancing these important next steps.
 
Best regards,
 
 
Mark Calette
Senior Director Lands and ConsultaƟon
MéƟs NaƟon-Saskatchewan
310 – 20th Street East
Saskatoon, SK. S7K 0A7
Tel: 306-361-1860
Email: mcaleƩe@mns.work
 

From: Carolanne Inglis-McQuay <cinglismcquay@denisonmines.com> 



 
Thanks for your note back. I hope you and your team had a nice easter break.
 
We are very much at the planning stage for these acƟviƟes. The only items we have more
fulsomely considered at this point are:

the target Ɵmeframe for the events, to respect the coming summer and community preference
to avoid these kinds of acƟviƟes during the summer months – currently targeted toward May
30 to June 2
the theme of the engagement acƟviƟes shared, which will be on the predicted outcomes of the
environmental assessment for the Wheeler River Project (potenƟal impacts, proposed
miƟgaƟon, and conclusions), as required by the regulators and important share with members
of the general public with interest in our Project.

 
Beyond this, we are quite open and flexible on the means and methods for the acƟviƟes to occur
and quite open to MN-S input to ensure that such engagement sessions appropriately allow for
MéƟs ciƟzens to provide input from a MeƟs perspecƟve on components of our draŌ EIS, as
idenƟfied above. However, it will be important to know if the MN-S would like to provide this
input fairly soon. Recognizing the easter holiday, it would appreciated if you could let me know by
April 25th or so.
 
Sincerely, Carolanne
 
Carolanne Inglis-McQuay
Corporate Social Responsibility Manager
 
WE HAVE MOVED:  Please note our new address below.
 
t: 306-652-8200 x 131 | f: 306-652-8202
345 4th Avenue South
Saskatoon, SK, Canada, S7K 1N3
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From: Mark CaleƩe <mcaleƩe@mns.work> 

 Sent: April 14, 2022 1:03 PM
 To: Carolanne Inglis-McQuay <cinglismcquay@denisonmines.com>

 Cc: Sydney Nickolet <s.nickolet@mns.work>; Heidi Klein <hklein@twoworldsconsulƟng.com>
 Subject: [**]FW: Offer to Collaborate

 Importance: High



 
I am following up on your email to Sydney sent Tuesday aŌernoon – I note that you’ve requested
a response by Easter Monday. 
 
MN-S has offered in the past to be a full parƟcipant in these types of meeƟngs and efforts. 
Denison will note that funding to organize and facilitate these meeƟngs was included in the
budgets we have proposed.  I understand from the recent and posiƟve correspondence I have had
with David Cates that Denison will be responding to our budget request shortly. 
 
With regard to your email – it appears that Denison has already planned and organized these
sessions.  In order to consider your offer it is important to understand the role Denison expects
MN-S to play in developing and undertaking these sessions and to what extent Denison is willing
to review and revise its plans to reflect MN-S input.  Please provide these details, as well as a full
descripƟon of the planned agenda, materials, and acƟviƟes at your earliest convenience.
 
Our offices will be closed over the Easter weekend, but we will be available to review the
requested materials once we are back on Tuesday.  In the future, due to our overstretched
capacity, please try to provide us with more Ɵme to review these types of request, consider
internally, and respond (also considering holidays and dates and events of significance to the
MéƟs).
 
Kind regards,
 
Mark Calette
Senior Director Lands and ConsultaƟon
MéƟs NaƟon-Saskatchewan
310 – 20th Street East
Saskatoon, SK. S7K 0A7
Tel: 306-361-1860
Email: mcaleƩe@mns.work
 
From: Sydney Nickolet <s.nickolet@mns.work> 

 Sent: April 14, 2022 11:09 AM
 To: Mark CaleƩe <mcaleƩe@mns.work>

 Subject: FW: Offer to Collaborate
 Importance:

 
 
 

From: Carolanne Inglis-McQuay <cinglismcquay@denisonmines.com> 
 Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 3:10 PM

 To: Sydney Nickolet <s.nickolet@mns.work>
 Subject: Offer to Collaborate

 Importance: High
 
Hello Sydney:



We believe it would be helpful to summarize our findings for people in the region of the project,
and to seek their quesƟons, input and feedback.
 
To this end, I would like to offer to collaborate with the MN-S in arranging meeƟngs for MeƟs
ciƟzens from the A La Baie MéƟs Local, the Sipishik MéƟs Local and the Patuank MéƟs Local. This
would enable MéƟs ciƟzens to provide input from a MeƟs perspecƟve on components of our
draŌ EIS, which we believe would be valuable. We would also like the meeƟngs to be open to all
members of the public in the region. I can work out the details with you, to the extent you are
available and interested. Denison is looking to arrange these meeƟngs during the week of May 30
– June 3. We will invite aƩendance from Saskatchewan’s Ministry of Environment and the CNSC.
Denison will cover the costs of the meeƟngs.
 
If this is of interest to MN-S, please let me know by Monday April 18th so we have Ɵme to arrange
the meeƟngs (and let me know if you or someone else will be the primary MN-S contact for the
meeƟngs).
 
I am aware of the correspondence recently sent from Mark CaleƩe to Dave Cates regarding MN-S’
resumpƟon of interest on the Wheeler River Project through the development of a workplan /
budget and associated capacity funding agreement. My offer is not intended to conflict with that
process. As Denison is obligated to meet with members of the public in the region of our Project, I
would like to ensure that the MN-S has the opportunity to collaborate on this required process
that respects the feedback provided to us last year, in February 2021, following Denison’s series of
meeƟngs with the municipaliƟes.
 
While it would be our preference to arrange the meeƟngs with MN-S support, in the absence of
interest from MN-S we will offer the municipaliƟes of Ile a la Crosse, Beauval and Patuanak to
meet with them and their public members if they wish.  
 
I am available to speak with you about this or any other aspect of Denison’s work at your
convenience. I look forward to hearing from you.
 
Carolanne
 
Carolanne Inglis-McQuay
Corporate Social Responsibility Manager
 
WE HAVE MOVED:  Please note our new address below.
 
t: 306-652-8200 x 131 | f: 306-652-8202
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June 17, 2022 e-Doc: 6813256  
  

 

 

President Glen McCallum 

Métis Nation of Saskatchewan  

glenmccallum@mns.work 

 

 

 

Subject: Denison Wheeler River Project - 2022 Feasibility Field Test - Nuclear Substances 

and Radiation Devices Licence Application  

 

Dear President Glen McCallum: 

This letter is to inform you that Denison Mines Corp. (Denison) has submitted an application to 

the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) for a Nuclear Substances and Radiation 

Devices licence, for the Wheeler River Exploration Project in northern Saskatchewan. This 

licence application is for the temporary storage and use of natural uranium in laboratory studies, 

for a 60 day feasibility field test that Denison are planning to conduct in August 2022. Following 

completion of the test, the recovered material will be temporarily stored above ground. 

Proposed Wheeler River Project  

The Wheeler River Property is located in the eastern part of the Athabasca Basin, approximately 

4 km west of Highway 914 and 35 km north of the Key Lake mill. Denison has proposed a 

project to construct, operate, and decommission an in-situ uranium mine. An Environmental 

Assessment (EA) under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act of 2012 (CEAA 2012) has 

been underway since 2019 for the proposed Wheeler River Project, led by CNSC staff. 

Concurrently, the Government of Saskatchewan is also leading a provincial EA.  

Field work at the site has been occurring since 2007, with advanced drilling and testing occurring 

since 2019. These activities have had continual oversight from the Saskatchewan Ministry of 

Environment, and the CNSC as necessary.  

It is important to note that the proposed feasibility field test is not within the scope of the CEAA 

2012 EA, as this is a distinct project. The field test could therefore proceed prior to an EA 

decision. 

Feasibility Field Test 

Through the feasibility field test, Denison intends to validate previous testing and determine the 

feasibility of the proposed in-situ recovery mining methodology at the Wheeler River Property. 

This test requires no new clearing of land or new drilling, only the construction of limited 

temporary surface facilities. 

During the planned test, mineralized material will be removed from the ground through a process 

that includes injecting a solution into test wells, separating liquids from solids, and collecting the 

resulting materials for further analysis. These materials are expected to contain elevated levels 

https://ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80178?culture=en-CA
https://ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/80178?culture=en-CA
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/categories/4233
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natural uranium, and samples will be analysed for general chemistry at the on-site chemical 

laboratory and later transported to the Saskatchewan Research Council in Saskatoon for further 

analysis. Once all analysis is complete, materials will be placed in above ground storage tanks, 

and will remain the property of the Crown, under the oversight of the Saskatchewan Ministry of 

Environment (SMOE).   

In March 2022 an application was also submitted to the SMOE, as Denison requires a permit to 

construct and operate a pollutant control facility prior to conducting the proposed feasibility field 

test. This permit is required under Saskatchewan’s Mineral Industry Environmental Protection 

Regulations, 1996, and the application remains under provincial review. 

Licensing Process 

Unlike Class I nuclear facilities and uranium mines and mills, licences for use of Nuclear 

Substances and Radiation Devices are issued by a Designated Officer (DO) of the CNSC. A DO 

is a member of CNSC staff who has been designated specific powers under the Nuclear Safety 

and Control Act with respect to licensing and compliance. Like the Commission, DOs 

demonstrate independence and procedural fairness. With their extensive knowledge, regulatory 

training and operational experience, DOs are well qualified to make decisions on behalf of the 

Commission. DO decisions are based on rigorous reviews performed by CNSC staff, who verify 

that the applicant would meet regulatory requirements. After completing their evaluations, 

CNSC staff prepare DO documents – which include technical and regulatory information, 

conclusions and recommendations – to help inform DO licensing decisions. 

Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices licences have a service standard of 80 business days 

for a DO decision, from the date a complete application has been received. DOs will only grant 

the licence if they are satisfied that the authorized activities do not pose a risk to health, safety, 

security and the environment.  

As an Indigenous Nation and/or community with a potential interest in Denison’s licence 

application, the CNSC is interested in hearing any views or receiving any additional 

information you may have with respect to Denison’s application to the CNSC for a Nuclear 

Substances and Radiation Devices Licence, for this proposed project.  

Further Information 

CNSC staff will continue to keep you apprised of the status of this licence application, DO 

decision and next steps, including more information on the CNSC’s licensing requirements and 

oversight activities should a licence be granted to Denison for the proposed field test. 

If you would like to meet to discuss in further detail, and have any questions relating to this 

licence application or the ongoing EA for the Wheeler River Project, please contact: 

• Jes Way, Environmental Assessment Officer, Wheeler River EA Lead 

Email: jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca 

• Ryan Froess, Senior Advisor, Indigenous and Stakeholder Relations Division 

Email: ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca. 

mailto:jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
mailto:ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca
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If you wish to receive e-mail notifications related to the EA process and other updates on this 

licensing process, please let us know and we can add you to the project distribution list.  

You may also sign-up to the CNSC mailing list to receive notifications CNSC website is 

updated, including notices for hearings, meetings and Participant Funding Program 

opportunities. Visit the following link and choose the ‘new subscriber’ option: 

http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/subscribe/index.cfm. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Nana Kwamena 

Director, Environmental Assessment Division 

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission 

E-mail: nana-owusua.kwamena@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca   

 

 

 

c.c.:  M. Calette, S. Nickolet  

S. Faille, N. Babcock, P. Burton, S. Akhter, J. Way, W. Yen, A. Levine, R. 

Froess, CNSC 

  A. Sadik, B. England, SEASB 

 

 

 

http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/subscribe/index.cfm
mailto:nana-owusua.kwamena@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca


From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Sent:

Way, Jessica
Mark CaleƩe; Sydney Nickolet;
Froess, Ryan; Yen, Wish; DeCoste, Laura; Way, Jessica;
MN-S-CNSC MeeƟng Minutes from June 14, 2022
2022-06-21 3:54:01 PM

Hi Mark and Sydney,
 
Please see below for the meeƟng minutes from last week’s meeƟng. In follow up to one of our
below acƟon items, I have invited Denison to our next meeƟng on July 11th 2022.
 
Related to our discussion on the ROR, aƩached is the noƟce of meeƟng and PFP offering.
 
I also called and spoke with Sydney this aŌernoon, but we are having discussions internally on EIS
review Ɵmelines and this is something that has been raised in more than one of the CNSC-MN-S
conversaƟons that I have parƟcipated in. As you are aware, we have extended the EIS technical
review Ɵmelines for the Rook I project, and we’d like to take a similar approach on the Wheeler
River Project. We briefly reflect MN-S’s concerns in minutes from a prior meeƟng, but would it be
possible for you to send an email reflecƟng this concern, in MN-S’s own words? We want to ensure
that we have properly documented this on file.
 
If you have any quesƟons or would like to discus further, please let me know.  
 
Thanks,
Jes
 

----------------------------------------------------
MéƟs NaƟon of Saskatchewan (MN-S)-CNSC MeeƟng Minutes – Denison Mines Wheeler River
Project

 June 14th, 2022 3:00-4:00PM
 AƩendees: Sydney Nickolet, Mark, Emily Balaneski, MaƩhew Caron, Ryan Froess, Jes Way, Laura

DeCoste, Wish Yen

Capacity agreement is sƟll under negoƟaƟon with David (Denison)
MN-S provided field test informaƟon for the Province of SK but has not received a response
from the Province yet
MN-S has also provided a leƩer to Denison regarding the field test
MN-S asked about the status of CNSC in person travel and suggested that in-person CNSC
presence in the Western Athabasca basin would be beneficial

Major projects warrant CNSC’s presence
Commission hearings should be in-person within the communiƟes
Eastern communiƟes have engaged with CNSC and have knowledge of the CNSC
mandates, roles and responsibility
Northwestern and western communiƟes are not as knowledgeable about the CNSC

Ensure our approach and educaƟon for the community is tailored
CNSC has to clarify that CNSC is not a proponent, does not collaborate with
Denison on projects and CNSC is a separate enƟty

MN-S is concerned that Denison is conƟnuing to engage without reaching out to MN-S



Ryan aƩended Denison tour, which included the communiƟes of Patuanak, La Plonge and
Pine House

Open house style presentaƟon with general quesƟons
Ryan parƟcipated in order to answer quesƟons on behalf of the regulator
A radio interview was requested, but informed requestor that would need to go
through CNSC communicaƟon processes
Some anƟ-uranium senƟment in the region was idenƟfied

Field Test
Denison has submiƩed a revision to their Nuclear Substance licence applicaƟon to
clarify that waste will be stored above ground

Licence applicaƟon is currently under review by licence team
Should the EA be approved, waste management will be considered in subsequent
licensing process
InformaƟon leƩers will be sent in the coming days
MN-S indicated conƟnued interest in beƩer understanding the field test process, and
all agreed that would invite Denison to speak to the field test at the next CNSC-MN-S
monthly meeƟng (Jes to reach out to Denison)

DraŌ EIS submission is anƟcipated for September
PFP

MN-S confirms PFP funding has been received, and voiced disappointment in the
amount

CNSC can provide addiƟonal informaƟon regarding the breakdown if requested
MN-S wants to ensure that with the limited capacity and funding, CNSC will provide
guidance prioriƟzing project acƟviƟes to maximize capacity
Discussions could take place with Denison for addiƟonal funding

July 15th: PFP due date for the ROR for Uranium Mines and Mills in Canada: 2021 (NoƟce
aƩached)
ROR informaƟon session is anƟcipated for September
Scope encompasses operaƟng sites, Key Lake Mill, McArthur River Mine, Cigar Lake Mine,
Rabbit Lake Mine and Mill and McClean Lake Mill

Agreed to reschedule meeƟng from first week of July to July 11th

CNSC to invite Denison to next meeƟng – 

 

(she / her / elle)
 
Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Bcc:
Subject:
Sent:

Way, Jessica
Mark CaleƩe
Froess, Ryan; Sydney Nickolet; Yen, Wish;
Kwamena, Nana-Owusua
RE: Denison DraŌ EIS Extension Request
2022-06-27 2:40:00 PM

Hi Mark,
 
Thank you for this your email. We will discuss and get back to you on this as soon as possible.
 
Have a great week!
 
Sincerely,
Jes
 

From: Mark CaleƩe <mcaleƩe@mns.work> 
 Sent: Monday, June 27, 2022 12:13 PM

 To: Way, Jessica <jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>
 Cc: Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Sydney Nickolet <s.nickolet@mns.work>

 Subject: Denison DraŌ EIS Extension Request
 

EXTERNAL EMAIL – USE CAUTION / COURRIEL EXTERNE – FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE

 
Hi Jessica.
 
Following your phone call with Sydney last week, MN-S is requesƟng an addiƟonal 30 days to review
the Denison draŌ EIS. We would like this to start aŌer the conformity period is over. Due to very low
capacity we need every extra hour to review a document of this size and scope. Please let me know if
this extension can be granted.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Calette
Senior Director Lands and ConsultaƟon
MéƟs NaƟon-Saskatchewan
310 – 20th Street East
Saskatoon, SK. S7K 0A7
Tel: 306-361-1860
Email: mcaleƩe@mns.work
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Sent:

Way, Jessica
Mark CaleƩe; Sydney Nickolet;
Froess, Ryan; DeCoste, Laura; Yen, Wish; Heidi Klein; MaƩhew Caron;
MNS-CNSC MeeƟng Minutes - July 11, 2022
2022-07-21 4:13:25 PM

Hi Mark and Sydney,
 
Below are the meeƟng minutes from our meeƟng last week.
 
If any edits, quesƟons or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out.
 
Thanks,
Jes
 
-------------------------
MéƟs NaƟon of Saskatchewan (MNS)-CNSC MeeƟng Minutes – Denison Mines Wheeler River
Project
July 11, 2022 3-4PM EST
AƩendees: Mark CaleƩe (MNS), Sydney Nickolet (MNS), MaƩhew Caron (MNS), Janna Switzer
(Denison), Chad Sorba (Denison), Heidi Klein (Two-Worlds), Ryan Froess (CNSC), Jessica Way
(CNSC), Wish Yen (CNSC)
 

ApplicaƟon for the field test was sent to MN-S in late 2021
Two-Worlds provided comments in early March
Denison addressed the comments

Feasibility field test has 2 regulatory requirements
Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment – Permit to Construct and Operate a Pollutant
Control Facility

Granted July 7, 2022
With this permit, Denison is able to move forward with construcƟng structures
to support the field test

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission – Nuclear Substance License for mineralized
material storage above ground

Currently under review, requested for August 1st

 In-situ removal of materials is pending the CNSC licence and if granted, will
begin in mid-August

Once 60 days of tesƟng is completed, all faciliƟes and equipment will be removed
Should the field test not be successful, Denison would pause the whole project for review
Three years of test work from natural groundwater has already been completed

Should the field test be successful, the wells from the field test may be used for the
first year of producƟon if the EA and licence are granted

MN-S expressed concerns regarding the groundwater and possible leaks from the field test



Denison explained their miƟgaƟon and remediaƟon plans in case of leaching
Tracer tests and conƟnual monitoring will track flow of injected materials
Extensive monitoring wells in the surrounding areas to verify there is no
leaching
Monitoring wells can be treated as recovery wells in the event there is an
emergency/leak and possible injecƟon of basic soluƟons to neutralize leached
materials

MN-S has expressed concern that communicaƟon between Denison and MN-S could
conƟnue to improve as the project advances

Denison has noted the comment and will conƟnue work with MN-S on
communicaƟng for the project

MN-S voiced appreciaƟon that they were able to hear the informaƟon on the field test
firsthand from Denison along side the CNSC.
MN-S re-iterated that the proponent needs to conƟnue building on engagement and
ensuring the community gets presentaƟons in layman’s terms and a format that is easy to
understand

Comments on the field test were requested by Denison in November 2021 and MN-S
requested a meeƟng to discuss the concerns. Denison responded with a leƩer to
their concerns and comments in March 2022
MN-S re-iterated that transparency and open engagement/discussions from Denison
is appreciated and hopes that this improves

CNSC has offered to introduce our technical experts to address any inquiries that MN-S may
have with respect to our licensing process for the field test
MN-S has some concerns around the field sampling in the bedrock as this is a new
technology in uranium mining in Canada and wants to ensure monitoring by Denison is
robust

CNSC does not have the full picture without the draŌ EIS, but would be happy to
follow up with MN-S once the draŌ EIS is submiƩed
The health and safety of the environment and people is our mandate for the CNSC
and approval for the test will not be granted unƟl CNSC staff review the applicaƟon
and approve it.

AnƟcipated Timelines
Denison is anƟcipaƟng submission of draŌ EIS in late September, in which case
CNSC’s conformity 30-day review would likely run through to early November
Technical review and public comment period would then take place from November
to end of January (including the addiƟonal 30 days that has been added)

This Ɵme period will not be extended further as 30 addiƟonal days was already
added

 

(she / her / elle)
 
Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada



Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213
 



From:
To:

Cc:

Bcc:

Subject:

Sent:

Way, Jessica
glenmccallum@mns.work
Kwamena, Nana-Owusua; Faille, Sylvain; Babcock, Neil; Burton, Patrick;
Akhter, Salman; Yen, Wish; Levine, Adam; Froess, Ryan; Aimann Sadik;
England, Brianne ENV; Sydney Nickolet;
Way, Jessica
NoƟce of Nuclear Substances and RadiaƟon Devices Licence issued to
Denison Mines Corp.
2022-08-05 11:30:00 AM

Dear President McCallum,
 
In follow up to our email and leƩer from June 17th,  this email is to inform you that a Nuclear
Substances and RadiaƟon Devices licence has now been granted to Denison Mines Corp. (Denison)
by a CNSC Designated Officer.
 
Denison applied for a Nuclear Substances and RadiaƟon licence for the Wheeler River ExploraƟon
Project in northern Saskatchewan in order to complete a feasibility field test of the proposed in-situ
recovery mining methodology at the Wheeler River Property. This licence, which is valid from
August 3, 2022 to December 31, 2023, authorizes Denison to temporarily store and use natural
uranium in laboratory studies above ground.

As always, we remain available to discuss in more detail. To obtain more detailed informaƟon or for
any quesƟons, please contact Jes Way at jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca or Ryan Froess at
ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca.
 
Sincerely,
Jes
 
 

From: Way, Jessica 
 Sent: Friday, June 17, 2022 4:18 PM

 To: glenmccallum@mns.work
 Cc: Kwamena, Nana-Owusua <nana-owusua.kwamena@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Faille, Sylvain

<sylvain.faille@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Babcock, Neil <neil.babcock@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Burton, Patrick
<patrick.burton@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Akhter, Salman <salman.akhter@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Way, Jessica
<jessica.way@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Yen, Wish <wish.yen@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Levine, Adam
<adam.levine@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Froess, Ryan <ryan.froess@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>; Aimann Sadik
<aimann.sadik@gov.sk.ca>; England, Brianne ENV <brianne.england@gov.sk.ca>; Mark CaleƩe
<mcaleƩe@mns.work>; Sydney Nickolet <s.nickolet@mns.work>

 Subject: Denison Wheeler River Project - 2022 Feasibility Field Test - Nuclear Substances and
RadiaƟon Devices Licence ApplicaƟon
 



Dear President McCallum,
 
The purpose of the aƩached leƩer is to noƟfy you of an applicaƟon from Denison Mines Corp. for a
Nuclear Substances and RadiaƟon Devices licence.
 
If you have any quesƟons or would like to discuss further, please let us know. We would be happy
to set up a meeƟng and provide any addiƟonal informaƟon.
 
Sincerely,
Jes Way
 

(she / her / elle)
 
Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213
 
 



From:

To:

Bcc:

Subject:
Sent:

Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River on behalf of Wheeler River
Project - Projet de Wheeler River
Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River
Brent Laroque; Shannon Landrie-Crossland; Way, Jessica;
cheyenna.campbell@desnedhe.com; jerry.bernard@erfn.net;
nvp.mike@sasktel.net; wsmith@kineepik.ca; bnatomagan@kineepik.ca;
glenmccallum@mns.work; mcaleƩe@mns.work; s.nickolet@mns.work;
garreƩ.schmidt@yathinene.com; shea.shirley@yathinene.com;
kevin.mercredi@outlook.com; b-tsannie@hotmail.com;
csayazie@hotmail.com; d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net; d.classen@sasktel.net;
chief1@birchnarrows.ca; Froess, Ryan; DeCoste, Laura; Yen, Wish; Way,
Jessica; norma.catarat@brdn.ca; recepƟonist@mltc.net;
claire_larock@hotmail.com; karenbird@pbcn.ca; tmerasty@pbcn.ca;
bmerasty@pbcn.ca; tcooksearson@llrib.ca; jtsanniejr@pagc.net;
gchrisƟansen@llrib.ca; Bruce Hanbidge; Lo, Tiffany; Janna Switzer;
Carolanne Inglis-McQuay; Aimann Sadik (aimann.sadik@gov.sk.ca); Frigault,
Nicole;
Upcoming Webinar - Rook I and Wheeler River Projects
2022-08-24 4:42:00 PM

Good aŌernoon,
 
On September 13th from 10am to 11am CST (noon to 1pm EST), CNSC will be hosƟng a webinar on
the CNSC regulatory review process for NexGen Energy Ltd’s proposed Rook I project and Denison
Mine’s proposed Wheeler River project.
 
The webinar will cover:

•                    CNSC's regulatory review process for licensing and environmental assessments
•                    an update on the status of the Rook I and Wheeler River projects

 
There will be an opportunity for quesƟons, and if you are unable to aƩend the webinar will also be
recorded.
 
To register, please visit: hƩp://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/meet-
the-nuclear-regulator/webinar-NexGen-Rook-l-and-Denison-Wheeler-River-Projects.cfm. More
informaƟon can also be found at: hƩp://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-
involved/meet-the-nuclear-regulator/index.cfm.
 
Feel free to share with your distribuƟon groups or anyone else that might be interested. If you have
any quesƟons, please don’t hesitate to contact us.
 
Sincerely,
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Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213
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NexGen’s Rook I Project &

Denison’s Wheeler River Project

nuclearsafety.gc.ca

Regulatory Review Process 

Overview

CNSC Staff Webinar

September 13, 2022



Presenters
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Purpose

To provide an overview of CNSC’s regulatory 

review process

❖Environmental Assessment

❖Licensing Regulatory Review Process

❖Project Updates
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OVERVIEW OF CNSC
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CNSC Mandate
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❖ Regulate the use of nuclear energy and 

materials to protect health, safety,  security 

and the environment

❖ Implement Canada’s international 

commitments on the peaceful use of nuclear 

energy

❖ Disseminate objective scientific, technical 

and regulatory information to the public 

September 13, 2022



CNSC Regulates All Nuclear Facilities and Activities 
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Uranium mining Transportation Dosimetry Nuclear research

Uranium fuel processing

Nuclear medicine

Nuclear power generation Radioactive waste management Nuclear substance processing



The Commission
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❖ Established in 2000 

under the Nuclear 

Safety and Control Act 

(NSCA) 

❖ Created to replace the 

Atomic Energy Control 

Board (founded 

in1946)

❖ Reports to Parliament 

through the Minister of 

Natural Resources 

❖ Independent Commission 

members 

❖ Quasi-judicial 

administrative tribunal 

❖ Reports to Parliament 

through the Minister of 

Natural Resources 

❖ Science-based decision 

making 

❖ Open and transparent 

public participation in 

Commission decision 

making process 
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CNSC Staff
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❖ Perform technical assessments and reviews 

❖ Presents staff’s assessment findings and recommendations

❖ Implement Commission decisions

❖ Conduct compliance inspections and oversight of the licensees 

facilities and  activities 

❖ Verify and enforce compliance with regulatory requirements

❖ Develop regulatory requirements and guidance

❖ Engage the public and Indigenous groups through outreach

September 13, 2022



Responsibilities
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CNSC Responsibilities:
❖ Make independent, objective, science based and risk-informed decisions

❖ Set requirements 

❖ Verify compliance

Licensee Responsibilities:

❖ Manage regulated activities in a manner that protects health, safety, 

security and the environment, while respecting Canada’s international 

obligations

❖ Responsible and accountable for the safe operation of facilities and 

activities
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REGULATORY REVIEW 

PROCESS
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Licensing 
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Licensing - Safety and Control Areas
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Management
Management system
Human performance management
Operating performance

Facility and 

equipment

Safety analysis
Physical design

Fitness for service

Core control 

processes

Radiation protection
Conventional health and safety
Environmental protection
Emergency management and fire 
protection
Waste management
Security
Safeguards and non-proliferation
Packaging and transport

• Safety and control areas are the 
technical topics CNSC staff use 
across all regulated facilities and 
activities to assess, evaluate, 
review, verify and report on 
regulatory requirements and 
performance. 

• Public information, community 
outreach, and Indigenous 
engagement activities are also 
considered hroughout the 
licensing assessment

September 13, 2022



Rook I Project Update - Licensing
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❖ Undergoing licensing regulatory review since 2019

❖ CNSC and NexGen staff have held several technical themed meetings to 

discuss staff review concerns/comments and expectations since the receipt of 

the licence application 

❖ NexGen has responded to hundreds of CNSC staff comments from technical 

assessments

❖ Ongoing reviews of revised documents and NexGen’s responses to CNSC 

comments related to:

❖ Underground Tailings Facility, Waste Rock Storage Area as well as 

Decommissioning and Reclamation Plans
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Environmental Assessment
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❖Environmental Review is central to the CNSC’s 
responsibilities

− ongoing Environmental Assessments (EA) under 
CEAA 2012

− Impact Assessments (IA) under the IAA

− Federal land reviews under the IAA

− environmental protection reviews under the NSCA

− environmental assessment under land claim 
agreements / provincial, territorial regimes

September 13, 2022



Environmental Assessment
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❖Opportunities for public and Indigenous 
consultation are continuous

❖ Federal and provincial agencies are involved and 
contribute their expertise in Impact Assessments 
and Environmental Assessments

❖Decisions are independent, transparent and 
evidence-based 

September 13, 2022
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Wheeler Status Rook I Status



PROJECT OVERIEW AND 

UPDATES
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Rook I Project Overview
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❖ NexGen is proposing to develop 

an underground uranium mine in 

the Patterson Lake peninsula in 

the southwestern Athabasca 

Basin in northern Saskatchewan 

within the traditional Treaty 8 

territory, the homeland of the 

Métis, and within the traditional 

territories of the Dene, Cree, and 

Métis peoples.

September 13, 2022
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Rook I Project Update - EA
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❖ In 2019, NexGen submitted a project description to provide 

a general overview of the proposed Rook I project

❖ In June 2022, NexGen submitted a draft Environmental 

Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed project. 

❖ The draft EIS and technical supporting documents are 

available for public comment on the Canadian Impact 

Assessment Registry until October 12, 2022

❖ Concurrently, the federal and Indigenous review team are 

performing a technical review of the draft EIS
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NexGen Rook 1 Project - Next Steps
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❖ Draft EIS and technical supporting documents 

are available for public comment on the 

Canadian Impact Assessment Registry 

(reference number 80171) until October 12, 

2022

❖ Once the draft EIS meets regulatory 

requirements, CNSC staff will proceed to the 

development of an Environmental Assessment 

report and the Commission Member Document
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Wheeler River Project Overview
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Denison is proposing to develop a 

uranium mine and processing plant.

The proposed site is located in the 

eastern area of the Athabasca Basin 

region, within the Treaty 10 territory, 

the homeland of the Métis, and the 

traditional territories of the Dene, 

Cree, and Métis peoples.
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Wheeler River Project Update - EA

❖ In February 2019, Denison submitted a project description to 

provide a general overview of the proposed Wheeler River 

project – a scoping decision was made in late 2019

❖ In March 2020, Denison informed the CNSC that they would be 

temporarily suspending the Environmental Assessment, due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic 

❖ In December 2020, Denison provided a revised Project 

Description with a freeze wall design

❖ In 2021, Denison notified the CNSC of the resumption of the 

EA for the Wheeler River Project
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Wheeler River Project – Next Steps

❖ Following submission of the draft EIS, CNSC will perform 30 

day conformity review to ensure the EIS package is complete, 

and then we will move on to the EIS technical Review. 

❖ The EIS technical review by the Federal Indigenous Review 

Team will be performed over 120 days

❖ The result of the EIS technical review will be information 

requests, to which Denison will be required to respond

❖ Concurrent to the EIS technical review will be a 90 day public 

comment period

nuclearsafety.gc.ca 23September 13, 2022



Indigenous Engagement and Consultation
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❖ The CNSC, as Canada’s nuclear life cycle regulator, engages with 

Indigenous Nations and communities over the life of a project 

❖ As an agent of the Crown, CNSC consults with potentially impacted 

Indigenous Nations and communities to understand and address 

potential impacts to Indigenous and/or treaty rights from a project

❖ CNSC requires proponents and licensees to engage with potentially 

affected Indigenous Nations and communities early in the development 

and throughout the life of their project

Building long-term positive and trusted relationships with Indigenous 

Nations and communities in Canada
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Get Involved and Be Heard
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We Will Never Compromise 

Safety
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THANK YOU

QUESTIONS?

September 13, 2022



Like us on Facebook Subscribe to updates

Visit us online
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Contact us
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To:

Cc:

Subject:

Sent:

Way, Jessica
Brent Laroque; Shannon Landrie-Crossland;
Froess, Ryan; DeCoste, Laura; Gorzkowski, Konrad; Frigault, Nicole; Way,
Jessica; O'Neill, Shannon; Yen, Wish; Wylie, Doug;
MNS-CNSC MeeƟng Minutes - Rook I and Wheeler River EAs - September
12th, 2022
2022-09-16 1:49:12 PM

Hi Brent, Shannon,
 
Thank you for making Ɵme to meet with us earlier this week. Below are the meeƟng minutes from
that call.
 
If you have any quesƟons, concerns or edits, please don’t hesitate to let us know.
 
Have a great weekend!
 
Jes

(she / her / elle)
 
Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213
 
 
---------------------------------------------
MéƟs NaƟon of Saskatchewan-CNSC MeeƟng Minutes – Monthly Project Updates
September 12, 2022 1-2:30PM CST

 AƩendees: Brent Larocque, Shannon Landrie-Crossland, Ryan Froess, Laura DeCoste, Konrad
Gorzkowski, Nicole Frigault, Jessica Way, Shannon O’Neill, Wish Yen

Project is currently in the technical review phase
Public and technical comments are due October 12th, 2022
ParƟcipant funding program

MN-S applied in 2019, with approximately 90 thousand dollars awarded for the public
comments period

MN-S confirmed that 45 thousand dollars was advanced by the CNSC
Funding will be available for the Commission hearing phase/EA report at a later date

MN-S has met with NexGen on the joint working group and on prioriƟzing reviews of
documents

Internal MN-S engagement session preparaƟon September 30th

PreparaƟon for leadership (President and council) for the upcoming MeƟs
specific community meeƟng

Community meeƟng with all ciƟzens for engagement in NR2



MN-S will send out invitaƟon for CNSC and the provincial government to parƟcipate
(if they are available)

MN-S is currently waiƟng on the draŌ from Two-Worlds to begin their review, Two-Worlds
will also be preparing a walkthrough presentaƟon on September 30

NexGen Rook l and Denison Wheeler River Projects Webinar on September 13, 2022 from
12-1PM EST (CNSC staff can make this available as a recording, if MN-S staff missed it)

Denison has indicated they will be submiƫng the EIS likely first week of Oct and if the EIS
passes the 30-day conformity review, the 90-day comment period will kick off
ParƟcipant funding program

MN-S was awarded funding to parƟcipate in the 90-day comment period
Shannon will be in Pinehouse parƟcipaƟng at the culture camp when CNSC travel to
Northern Saskatchewan later this month; BreƩ is unavailable to meet with CNSC staff that
week
Denison has not yet submiƩed a licence applicaƟon, so the process is slightly different than
NexGen which is undergoing both the licencing process and environmental assessment
process

Thursday in-person UMM ROR engagement session in Saskatoon
December 15 and 16, 2022 – Commission hearing for the Regulatory Oversight Report for
Uranium and Nuclear Substance Processing FaciliƟes in Canada: 2021

CNSC to share PFP informaƟon for the NexGen and Wheeler River projects, including
specifically funded acƟviƟes and award amounts – COMPLETE
CNCS to update consultaƟon meeƟng on NexGen to October 27th, in person at CNSC’s
Saskatoon office - COMPLETE
MN-S to share invite for the MN-S community engagement meeƟng on NexGen



From:

To:
Cc:

Bcc:

Subject:
Sent:

Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River on behalf of Wheeler River
Project - Projet de Wheeler River
Wheeler River Project - Projet de Wheeler River
Froess, Ryan; Yen, Wish; Nickolet, Sydney;
Cheyenna Hunt; jerry.bernard@erfn.net; nvp.mike@sasktel.net;
wsmith@kineepik.ca; bnatomagan@kineepik.ca; glenmccallum@mns.work;
Brent Laroque; Shannon Landrie-Crossland; garreƩ.schmidt@yathinene.com;
shea.shirley@yathinene.com; kevin.mercredi@outlook.com; b-
tsannie@hotmail.com; csayazie@hotmail.com; d.powder.nhsr@sasktel.net;
d.classen@sasktel.net; chief1@birchnarrows.ca; norma.catarat@brdn.ca;
recepƟonist@mltc.net; claire_larock@hotmail.com; karenbird@pbcn.ca;
tmerasty@pbcn.ca; bmerasty@pbcn.ca; tcooksearson@llrib.ca;
jtsanniejr@pagc.net; gchrisƟansen@llrib.ca; cheyenna.hunt@desnedhe.com;
karenbird@pbcn.ca;
Wheeler River Project EIS Received - Conformity Review Underway
2022-10-24 11:28:00 AM

Hi Everyone,
 
This email is to update you on the status of the proposed Wheeler River Project Environmental
Assessment (EA) process. Denison submiƩed the draŌ Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and
supporƟng documents to the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) on Friday, October 21,
2022.
 
CNSC staff are now beginning our conformity review. Should this review be successful, Denison will be
noƟfied that a technical review will commence. If the conformity review passes, the EIS and related
documents will be posted to the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry, and the 90 day public
comment period will begin. If this project proceeds to the next step, an addiƟonal noƟficaƟon will be
sent here, to the project distribuƟon list.
 
If you have any quesƟons about this proposed project or anything related to the EA, please don’t
hesitate to reach out.
 
Sincerely,
Jes
 

(she / her / elle)
 
Environmental Assessment Officer | Environmental Assessment Division
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission | Government of Canada
Jessica.Way@cnsc-ccsn.cg.ca | Tel: 343-540-6213
 

bosers
Highlight

bosers
Highlight

bosers
Highlight



From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
AƩachments:
Sent:

Way, Jessica
Shannon Landrie-Crossland; Brent Laroque; Jena Nicholls;
Froess, Ryan; Nickolet, Sydney; DeCoste, Laura; Yen, Wish; Wylie, Doug;
Frigault, Nicole; O'Neill, Shannon;
MNS-CNSC MeeƟng Minutes from November 7, 2022
CNSC-MNS MeeƟng on Proposed Wheeler River Project
2022-11-10 12:05:38 PM

Hi All,
 
Below are the meeƟng minutes from our meeƟng earlier this week.
 

, I just wanted to highlight that I did propose some dates to meet on Wheeler for the
week of Nov 21st – as aƩached. Please let me know if any of these Ɵme slots will work for MN-S.
 
Thanks,
Jes
 
-------------------------------
MéƟs NaƟon of Saskatchewan/ MNS-CNSC MeeƟng Minutes – Monthly Project Updates
Date/Ɵme: November 7, 2022 3-4:30PM EST
AƩendees: Brent Laroque, Shannon Landrie-Crossland, Jena Nicholls, Konrad Gorzkowski, Doug
Wylie, Jessica Way, Shannon O’Neill, Wish Yen, Ryan Froess

MN-S introducƟon of new community coordinator for Northern Region 2: Jenna Nicholls (in
orientaƟon for the next two weeks)
EIS engagement acƟviƟes – reviews and comments were submiƩed
Update on community meeƟngs by MNS:

1st meeƟng (Oct) – high level, tradiƟonal knowledge, how to parƟcipate in the
process

60+ parƟcipants enjoyed the presentaƟon, but wanted more detailed
informaƟon on environmental impacts from the project
MNS sƟll feels that there is work to be done in informing the community
regarding the project

2nd meeƟng (Jan 14/15) – Buffalo Narrows/Laloche – to be hosted by Two-Worlds
Providing deeper overview of environmental impacts, as community members
indicated wanƟng to hear more from consultants

3rd meeƟng (anƟcipated for February, in Buffalo Narrows and La Loche)
1. Separate meeƟng between CNSC, MN-S project team and Two-Worlds
2. MN-S has requested community events with regulator/proponent which would
have CNSC, Province of Saskatchewan, NexGen and Two-Worlds provide
presentaƟons. CNSC proposed the possibility of having NexGen present for the
first half, then step out for the final porƟon of the meeƟng so that the MNS
and community can speak directly with the regulators without the proponent
present.

Community relaƟonship building has been encountering difficulƟes
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