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The Company and Its People
Bringing 70 years of history into the future
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Indigenous and Community Engagement

Rooted in history and values

2016

20192019

2018

Indigenous Peoples Policy
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Basis 
developed from Denison’s 
decades-long presence as 
the operator of the Wheeler 
River Property.

Guided 
by the direction of CNSC and 
Federal & Provincial 
Government, plus 
experience with other 
operations in the area.  

Complemented 
with progressive actions 
beyond regulatory 
requirements, associated 
with UNDRIP and FPIC.

Adapted
as new information is 
obtained.

Ongoing into the future

Indigenous and Community Engagement

A program spanning almost 10 years
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Indigenous and Community Engagement

Status of engagement over time

Early Engagement (2016 – present)

English River First Nation

Kineepik Métis Local #9

Sipishik Métis Local #37

A La Baie Métis Local #21

Northern Village of Pinehouse Lake

Northern Village of Beauval

Northern Village of Île-à-la Crosse

Hamlet of Patuanak

ERFN Trapper

Project Description (2019 – present)

Ya’thi Néné Lands and Resources Office

Métis Nation - Saskatchewan

Meadow Lake Tribal Council

Prince Albert Grand Council

Patuanak Métis Local #82

Birch Narrows Dene Nation

Buffalo River Dene Nation

Draft EIS (2023 – present)

Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation

Lac La Ronge Indian Band
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Implementation of the Engagement 
Program
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Implementation of the Engagement Program

General engagement 

2024: Information Boards2023: ERFN Site Tour

Wheelerriverproject.ca

2022: La Plonge Meeting

YNLR Site TourKML Community meeting
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Areas of Interest Throughout the Engagement Process

ISR mining method and environmental considerations

Mining Methods
in northern Saskatchewan discussed, 
including conventional techniques and 
new methods to the area.

In-Situ 
Recovery
explained using 
multiple 
accessible 
approaches.

Environmental 
Considerations
of ISR mining method 
emphasized 
throughout 
engagement activities.

3D ISR Mine Animation

3D Model of ISR Mine

3D Model of Water Systems in Area

Site Tour and Example of Wellfield Materials
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Comprehensive Water Baseline Program Undertaken

Planning for Ongoing Monitoring

Water Protection
has been prioritized throughout the environmental 
assessment for all Project phases, from 
construction to post decommissioning. 

Robust 
Monitoring
will be undertaken, 
including 
independent 
environmental 
monitoring. 

Reclamation and 
Decommissioning 
criteria has been 
established as part of the 
EA and will be confirmed 
with operational data to 
ensure long term protection 
of surface water.

Areas of Interest Throughout the Engagement Process

Groundwater and surface water protection

Planning for Reclamation Activities
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Include quote from EIS
Picture of the country foods diagram Protection of Human Health

was assessed in the EIS as part of the Human 
Health Risk Assessment for permanent 
residents, seasonal residents, and camp 
workers.

No Risk
from carcinogens, 
non-carcinogens, 
nor radiation dose.

Comprehensive 
Assessment
evaluated multiple 
exposure pathways 
including ingestion, 
air, water, soil.

Areas of Interest Throughout the Engagement Process

Human health protection
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ERFN Culture Camp

On-Site Independent Monitor

Eastern Athabasca Regional Monitoring Program

Cumulative Effects 
Assessment
considers the importance of managing 
combined potential impacts on land, 
wildlife, and communities.

Independent 
Monitoring
will support 
transparency of results 
on potential effects, 
including those 
downstream from the 
Project. 

Regional 
Context
includes  existi
ng uranium 
operations and 
other activities.

Areas of Interest Throughout the Engagement Process

Cumulative effects within the regional context
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Leaseholders
included cabin and 
other leaseholders 
within 22-km radius of 
Project; specific 
interests in Project area.

ERFN 
Trapper
subject 
matter 
expert of 
Project area 
in relation to 
past, 
present and 
future ERFN 
land use 
activities.

Local Service 
Providers 
from local 
communities; specific 
information about 
socioeconomic 
conditions.

Implementation of the Engagement Program

Local knowledge

text

2020: Cabin Owner Survey

2020: Cabin Owner Survey2019: Site Tour ERFN Trapper
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Based on a 
Respectful 
Process
that is 
considerate, 
confidential, 
and consent-
based.

English River 
First Nation

Kineepik Métis 
Local #9

Ya’thi Néné 
Lands and 
Resources 

Métis Nation - 
Saskatchewan

Implementation of the Engagement Program

Indigenous knowledge



16

Project 
Relationship to 
Resource 
Activities
❑ Potential changes to 

fish, wildlife or plants.

❑ Potential changes to 
land and water.

❑ Potential changes to 
the quality of 
experience.

Local Study Area
boundaries were defined to be 
protective of lands and 
resources within approximately 
2,600 square kilometres.

Regional Study Area
boundaries were defined as 
trapping blocks N-16 and N-18; 
approximately 29,000 square 
kilometres.

Implementation of the Engagement Program

Assessment of effects to Indigenous land and resource use
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Areas of Interest Throughout the Engagement Process

Monitoring, adaptive management, and the need for transparency

Deploy plans and 
programs

Share findings 
and results with 
Interested Parties

Adapt plans 
according to 
interest or 
evidence

Engage on 
specific areas of 
interest

Engage Adapt

DeployShare

Design plans in accordance 
with requirements

Design
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Building Partnerships and Advancing Reconciliation



3 Actions Undertaken Following Part 1
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Update to Commission

Commitment progress between Part 1 and Part 2 hearing

ID Timeline Required By Progress Summary Current Status

EA3 Prior to site preparation activities. • DEN – Submitted 10/03/2025. Under CNSC review.

EA4 Prior to site preparation activities.

• DEN – Submitted 9/25/2025. 
• CNSC – Comments 11/4/2025.
• DEN – Response 11/14/2025.

Under CNSC review.

EA5 Prior to site preparation activities.

• DEN – Submitted 9/25/2025. 
• CNSC – Comments 11/4/2025.
• DEN – Response 11/14/2025.

Under CNSC review.

PD-01 Prior to freeze wall construction. • DEN – Submitted 10/03/2025. Under CNSC review.

PD-02 Prior to wellfield construction. • DEN – Submitted 10/03/2025. Under CNSC review.

PD-03 Prior to construction of water infrastructure. • DEN – Submitted 10/03/2025. Under CNSC review.

PD-04 Prior to mill construction. • DEN – Submitted 10/03/2025. Commitment closed.

PD-05 Prior to construction activities. • DEN – Submitted 10/07/2025. Under CNSC review.

EMFP-01 Prior to construction activities. • DEN – Submitted 9/23/2025. Commitment closed.

EA – Environmental Assessment; PD – Physical Design; EMFP – Emergency Management & Fire Protection



Conclusion4
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Request of the Commission

Denison is seeking

✓ A positive Commission decision 
on the Environmental 
Assessment for the Wheeler 
River Project under the 
Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (2012); and

✓ A Licence to Prepare a Site for 
and Construct a Uranium Mine 
and Mill under the Nuclear 
Safety and Control Act.

Denison is qualified 
to undertake the activities that the licence will 
authorize and will, in carrying on these activities, 
make adequate provision for the protection of: 

✓ the environment, 

✓ the health and safety of persons, 

✓ the maintenance of national security, and

✓ the measures required to implement 
international obligations to which Canada has 
agreed. 



Thank you
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