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About Birch Narrows 
Dene Nation

• Proud Denesųłiné First Nation and 
signatory to Treaty #10

• Located near Turnor Lake, SK

• Population: 1,001

• Deep cultural connection to the lands 
and water 

• Progressive and self-determined Nation 

• The Patterson Lake area is important 
cultural and harvesting area to BNDN 
members for exercising our rights. 



Overview

• BNDN is within the Local Priority Area established 
by NexGen for the Project

• BNDN has been working with NexGen since 2017

• In 2019, a Study Agreement was signed to formalize 
our relationship to work collaboratively on 
consultation & engagement 

• In 2021, BNDN signed a Mutual Benefit Agreement 
(MBA) with NexGen for the life of the Project

• BNDN has engaged in Project review activities 
facilitated by the CNSC

• Environmental and cultural protection is of 
paramount importance to BNDN



Mutual Benefit Agreement 
• The MBA defines the environmental and 

cultural protections, and socio-economic 
benefits from the Project for BNDN
• Capacity building opportunities

• Infrastructure, employment, business 
development, revenue sharing 

• Oversight of Project

• Environmental Committee

• Implementation Committee

• Full-time Independent BNDN Environmental 
Monitor

• Inclusion of BNDN Indigenous Knowledge 

• The MBA has the mechanisms and forums in 
place for continued engagement



Engagement
• BNDN participated in the federal regulatory 

processes for the Project
• Public comments
• Issues and concerns

• BNDN and NexGen collaboratively discussed and 
worked together to address comments and concerns 
through joint committees. This included collaboration 
on Project design features and mitigation measures 
that will ensure the Project is protective of people 
and the environment. This process will continue for 
the life of the Project.

• BNDN met with and worked with the CNSC 
throughout the regulatory review period to discuss 
and address concerns



Summary

• BNDN and NexGen have established a 
mutually beneficial relationship built on trust 
and respect and many years of collaboration

• BNDN is satisfied with the jointly developed 
commitments, mitigations, and 
accommodations through the MBA

• BNDN has been adequately consulted and 
engaged by the CNSC

• BNDN provides its consent to the Project



Marsi Cho!

              Discussion


	BNDN_Oral Intervenor Presentation_FINAL (002).pdf
	Slide 1: Birch Narrows Dene Nation Intervenor Presentation
	Slide 2: About Birch Narrows Dene Nation
	Slide 3: Overview
	Slide 4: Mutual Benefit Agreement 
	Slide 5: Engagement
	Slide 6: Summary
	Slide 7:               Marsi Cho!                Discussion  


