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November 2, 2023

Mr. Denis Saumure

Commission Registrar

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
280 Slater Street, Ottawa, ON K1P 559

Dear Mr. Saumure,

Darlington SMR project and the re-integration of the Great Lakes Waterfront
Trail

| am writing to you on behalf of the Waterfront Regeneration Trust, the organization
responsible for leading the development of the Great Lakes Waterfront Trail. As we
are aware of the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission's role in overseeing projects
related to nuclear facilities, we wish to bring to your attention a matter of significant
importance concerning integrating the Great Lakes Waterfront Trail within the
Darlington SMR (Small Modular Reactor) project.

The Great Lakes Waterfront Trail is a remarkable initiative that emerged as one of the
ground-breaking recommendations of the Royal Commission (both Federal and
Provincial mandates) led by the Hon. David Crombie.

It is a key part of a broader strategy to regenerate the Great Lakes and redefine our
relationship with these precious waters. It contributes to the Province’s Great Lakes
Strategy, is a foundational part of the province-wide cycle network and is a unique
tourism attraction, particularly for cycle tourists.

Since its launch in 1995, it has evolved into an award-winning initiative shared among
170 partners and spans an impressive 3,600 km from Sault Ste. Marie to Quebec.

Waterfront Regeneration Trust
A registered charity regenerating Canada’s Great Lakes since 1999
4195 Dundas Street West, Ste. 327 Toronto, ON M8X 1Y4
416-943-8080 www.WaterfrontTrail.org



In 1995, a segment of this trail was thoughtfully integrated through Ontario Hydro's
Darlington Nuclear Generating Station (DNGS), providing a dedicated 3.8 km off-
road trail with access to the Information Centre. It was a project of the Municipality,
OPG and OPG employees who volunteered time to construct the Trail. This
innovative alignment showcased that major public utilities, such as DNGS, essential
for providing critical public services, could also contribute positively to the
community without compromising security. The DNGS received recognition and
awards for its stewardship programs and its approach to public access in the past.

Due to construction, a section of the trail from Holt Road to the east was re-routed
onto Energy Drive for 1.2 km. This adjustment has had implications for the off-road
experience that the trail offers.

The Darlington SMR project presents an important opportunity for Ontario Power
Generation (OPG) to re-integrate the Great Lakes Waterfront Trail as an off-road,
dedicated trail facility that caters to walkers, cyclists, and people of all ages and
abilities.

OPG's commitment to excellence and ecological stewardship should be reflected in
trail's design. The alignment should be set in a corridor of greenspace; protecting or
restoring natural habitats -- establishing ecological linkages and supporting the
ecosystem’s biodiversity. It should set a standard and be a source of community pride
that inspires public engagement. We also encourage OPG to use this trail segment as
a place where people can learn about OPG's stewardship programs and nuclear
energy, which would serve as a valuable complement to the Information Centre.

By doing so, DNGS can significantly enhance the quality of experience on
Clarington's section of the Trail, benefiting both residents and trail users from across
the province and nation.

The Municipality has invested significantly in its 34 km waterfront. The payoff for this
investment is a scenic route with long family-friendly (off-road) stretches. It is seen as
a major tourist attraction and cherished resource for Clarington residents. Other
improvements are coming.

Waterfront Regeneration Trust 2
A registered charity regenerating Canada’s Great Lakes since 1999
4195 Dundas Street West, Ste. 327 Toronto, ON M8X 1Y4
416-943-8080 www.WaterfrontTrail.org



The Municipality is undergoing a comprehensive update of its Waterfront Strategy to

set out a new 30-year vision that will incorporate the special identities of its waterfront
villages, incorporate sustainability and resilience, and deliver high-quality built forms

and parks.

The Great Lakes Waterfront Trail is a legacy project that relies upon the leadership,
commitment and vision of each of the communities and partners it connects. We
urge OPG to use the Darlington SMR project as an opportunity to build upon the
legacy it helped initiate back in 1995.

We appreciate your consideration of this matter and look forward to the continued
collaboration between the Waterfront Regeneration Trust and OPG. Please feel free
to contact us at mk@wrtrust.com for further discussion or information.

Sincerely,

Marlaine Koehler,

Executive Director, Waterfront Regeneration Trust
mk@wrtrust.com

cc:  Municipality of Clarington
Regional Municipality of Durham
Jim Boate, Volunteer Waterfront Regeneration Trust

Attachments: Map showing the Great Lakes Waterfront Trail through DNGS
Press clippings from the launch of the Great Lakes Waterfront Trail.

Waterfront Regeneration Trust 3
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Clarington Waterfront Trail
will be officially open: y the
Commissioner “of. the Water-

front Regeneration Trust, Da-

vid Crombie.

: A‘s%nﬁﬁl'e-of “events has
been drawn up by the Water-
front Trail Tour Committee for
Crombie and others who “‘wish
to join him. Events start at 9
o’clock sharp on Thursday
~oming.

A report to the General Pur-
pose and Administration Com-
mittee states, Crombie, Mayor
Diane Hamre and members of
Council will meet for a walk

through Darlington Provincial

Park.

At 10:30 there will be a rib.

bon cutting at Darlington Gen-
erating -Station to inaugurate
that portion of the trail which'
passes through the nuclear

plant property.

4‘\

\ Wilmot Creek to

Waterfront Trail O

On Thursday, ngz?‘f ,Q}IC

Crombie will be met at the
western entrance of the Ontario
Hydro property by Station
Manager R. Strickart, students
from Waverley Public School
and Trail Volunteers.

At noon, there will be histori-
cal storytelling of the Port Dar-
lington Area.

From Port Darlington, Crom-

bie and his entourage will wind.

their way up the Bowmanville
Creek Valley, then to the town
hall for a barbeque and a pres-
entation.

Afterwards, Crombie and
Mayor Diane Hamre will be
given a lift — literally — by a
Bowmanville Zoo elephant to
the zoo.

From there, they will be tak-
en by horse and buggy to the
Wilmot Creek area for an inter-
pretive nature walk through the
Wilmot Creek valley lands.
The tour will then cycle from
Bond Head,

1
where this municipality’s Wa-

terfront Trail comes to an end.

pens June st

A couple of other events hap- i

pening in conjunction with the
Crombie Tour is the barbeque
hosted by the Clarington Unit-
ed Way Committee with activi-
ties for children. This will be

|

{

from 11 am. to 3 p.m. - at the .

Town Hall in Bowmanville.
Clarington residents are wel.
come to attend.

The Durham Region’s Public
Works Department will host a
public open house of the Bow-
manville Water Supply Plant
from 12:30 t0 3 p.m.

The Waterfront Trail Tour

Comnmittee is made up of staff

from the Planning and Devel-
opment Department, Commu-
nity Services and the Econom-
ic Development Office,

A budget allowing a maxi-
mum expenditure of $1,500 for
the day’s events was recom-
mended.

{
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by Laura J. Ruhards
From Hamilton to the Trent Riv-
cr, the Commissioner of the Water-
front Regeneration Trust continues

his walk along the Water[ront Trail,

On June 1, David Crombic and
his entourage will be in Clarington,

© walking and bicycling the (rail in

this municipality.

Frank Wu, Clarington’s Director
of Planning and Development, said,
Crombic’s day will start off bright
and carly at 9 o’clock on Thursday
moming, June 1..

“He’ll start in Darlington Pro-
vincial Park and proceed through,”
Wu said.

*Hiting the Wa

From there he will go to the Dar-
lington Nuclear Generating Station
fitness trail and across Ontario Hy-
dro’s property to the Holt Road ac-
cess.

Wu said Crombic would then go
to the Bowmanville Creck and thd
Lo the conscrvation arca.

At 1 p.m, he is expected (o be at
the Clarington Town Hall in Bow-

manville for a presentation and to -

participate in the municipal staff’
United Way barbeque.

“There will be a lot of fun things
to do,” Wu said.

“Therev might be a, clown and

erfront Trail

balloohs for the children,” he hint- -

ed.

After Crombie is feted and fed,
the plans are for the commissioncr
and Mayor Dianc Hamre to get a
frec ride to the Bowmanville Zoo
via an clephant.

“Alter the zoo, they will proceed
to Wilmot Creck and cross over the
new bridge to finish the walk to
Bond Hcad parkette,” the Planning
Director said.

The Waterfront Trail is one of
six components of the Lake Ontario
Greenway  Strategy, prepared by
agencies and groups with a respon-

Turn to page two 4
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W?ajgeﬁront Trall .

Launched June 1

~from page one
sibility “and/or interest in the
waterfront, states information
from the trust. ; :

The strategy will ensure that
the waterfront activities' con-
tribute ‘to ‘ecosystem health by
protecting natural and cultural
heritage,’ remedymg problem
areas and systems, and enhanc-
ing opportunities for recreation
and economic activities.

The trail will link 160 natural
areas, 126 parks and prome-
nades, 67 marinas and yacht
¢lubs, and hundreds of historic
places in a continuous ribbon.
along this northern shore of
Lake Ontario.

. Projects are funded by anum-
ber of sources, including pro-
vincial and federal funds, ser-
vice clubs and busmesses and -
other groups.

The Waterfront Trail was
originally planned to go from

the Burlington Bay to Trenton, ..

‘but has been expanded to in-
clude the Hamilton area.
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.. The abovc notes the- -

pedestrian/bike bridge over the—
Wilmot Creek south. of the

As Thursday, June 1st nears
so does the visit by Mr. David
Crombie, Commissioner of the
Waterfront Regeneration
Trust,who will arrive in Clar-
ington on the above date.

- Mr. Crombie started out from
Havmllton_onrMay 13th and will
‘complete-his walk, cycling and
canocmg in Trenton on June 11th.

" f"Thursday, June 1st s set aside
for his. visit to Clarington which
commencmg in the western part
of the- munimpa]lty at9.a.m. with
a walk through the Darlmgtonj
Provincial Par with a ribbon

'Gcncranng Station at 10:30 a.m.
Thc schcdulc is set for a

;,-Hlstoncal story “of -the: Port -~

Darlington area. at. 12 noon ‘anda
“BBQ and prescntamoﬁ

£

z eastward cndmg up at
“lakefront in-Bond ‘Head south of

cuttmg, at the ,Darlmgton,‘ ,&heVﬂlagcofNewcastlc.

)¢

railway tracks and 401 highway.

cherfront Trail in Clarington

~The area, is mostpleasing, and-...
can be reached off east from T

Municipal Administrative Centre
at 1 p.m.

An mtcrpretatlvc walk then
takes Crombie and entourage
down Cobbledick Road west of
Newcastle Village to catch the

waterfront trails as it passes

through the lands of the Wilmot
Creek area.

It is in this area that a new
pedestman -and bike bndgc ‘has
‘been constructed to pass over. thc
famous Wilmot Creek. :

The: walk thcn procccds
‘the

The BBQ at noon is bemg

_hosted by the Clarington United
‘Way. Qom_mlttcc_ with proceeds |
r»goi’q'g to the United Way. - o

Cobbledick Road or west from

Clark Street
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‘aterfront Trail '
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Councillor Dreslinski, Commissioner David Crombie, Mayor Diane Hamre, and Councillor/ Liberal
Candidate Mary Novak all start the day for a leisurely walk along the new Waterfront Trail on Thursday. The

Trail, which stretches from Hamilton to Trenton, has 17 kilometres in Clarington.

through is one of the most envi-  back at least 11,000 years when the
ronmentally sensitive areas in glaciers first receded. Thus, the
southern Ontario, as well as being area is also one of rich heritage,
the most heavily populated. Over  with over 577 identified archaco-
875,000 people live within three logical sites, 540 designated his-
kilometres of the waterfront from toric buildings, and hundreds of
Burlington Bay to the Trent River, cultural heritage landscapes. The
4.5 million live within a half-hour ~ existence of the Trail helps to
drive, and 7.3 million within a two ensure that these areas, both of
hour one. There have been human environmental and historical
communities along the water’s importance, remain for everyone to
edge as long as the Lake Ontario enjoy.

waterfront has existed- some dating
—
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i D&‘;i.d ‘I.a,wmee of Arabia” Crombie rides through Bowmanville on a camel to help kick off the opening of
~san’§ portion of the Waterfront Trail. The camel was supplied courtesy of the Bowmanville Zoo.

The new Waterfront Trail
opened this week in Clarington,

with David Crombie, the
Commissioner of the Waterfront
Regeneration Trust on hand for the
ceremonies. Mr. Crombie has been
travelling the trail since May 13,
officially opening it in participating
communities along the way.

The Waterfront Trail links 160
natural areas, 126 parks and prom-
enades, 69 marinas, hundreds of
historic places, and dozens of fairs,
museums, art galleries and festi-
vals in its 325-kilometre length,
running from Hamilton to Trenton.
Clarington’s portion of the trail
spans  17-kilometres  from
Darlington Provincial Park to Bond
Head.

The opening began at the Park,
with Mr. Crombie and members of
Clarington Town Council starting
off along the trail. Darcy Baker,
the Manager of  Trails
mplementation was also on hand
10 answer any questions.

Mr. Baker stressed that anyone
wishing to use the Trail could do
so. No permits are required to
enter the Park as long as you are on
foot or cycling; The-trail through. -
Darlington Park splits into two,
with cyclists using the road and
leaving the nature trails for pedes-
trians. This not only makes the
Trail safer for both people on foot
and on bikes, but by restricting
cyclists to the road also helps 1o
protect the sensitive natural setting
of the nature walk,

At this point in the Trail’s devel-
opment, a large part of it still runs
along roadsides. In Clarington for
example, the Trail comes north
along Bennett Road to Hwy. 2,
over to Cobbledick Road in
Newcastle, before heading back
down towards the lake. This is due
in part to the Wilmot Creck com-
munity; negotiations are still under-
way as to where the Trail will run

through the community.

The Trail will be a vital link
between communities, bringing
people into contact with the water’s
edge throughout the year and offer-
ing lake access to those interested
in recreational and sports activities-
walking, biking, birding, boating
and/or exploring the vast natural
and cultural heritage of the region.

During the past three years, the

Province of Ontario, local govern-
ments, the private sector, service
clubs, community groups, and con-
servation authorities have worked
with the Waterfront Regeneration
Trust in creating the Trail.
“Clarington has built a lot of new
trails,” said Mr. Baker. Ontario
Hydro has constructed a portion of
the Trail through the Darlington
Nuclear Generating Station, using a
wooded area and linking it with an
existing fitness trail that was built
to be used by the employees at the
Station.

The alignment and placement of
the Trail has been left up to local
governments, as opposed to the
Province arbitrarily placing the
Trail where they felt it best.
Maintenance:for the Trail will also
be left up to local governments.
Mr. Baker said, “The good thing
about trails is dollar for dollar, they
are cheaper to build and maintain
than arenas and ball parks...people
want more family oriented, unpro-
gramed events.”

“People have rediscovered the
value and attractiveness of the
water’s edge, and have shown a
willingness to remedy past
neglect,” said Mr. Crombie. *“They
know that the waterfront has the
potential to help renew both our
economy and our environment.
We at the Trust, along with our
partners, like to call this whole
renewal process ‘regeneration’.”

The area that the Trail runs

Continued on page 7 >




Waterfront
Trail

opens
~ (Continued from page 1)

of the Toronto Waterfront
(Crombie Commission), a
Waterfront Trail was
recommended. In June of 1992,
the Ontario Legislature approved
Bill 1, An Act to Establish the

Waterfront Regeneration Trust’

with the Honourable David
Crombie as Commissioner.

By Spring of 1995 the Trail
will be substantially completed
and provide links to 160 protected

natural areas, 126 parks and -

promenades, 67 marinas and
yacht clubs, hundreds of historic
sites, fairs, museums,

country along its 275 km. path.

In his opening remarks, Mr.
Wu stated that it was appropriate
that the ceremony be taking place
where the trail crossed the area of

the landing of the first settlers in ~
Darlington on the day when .

Darlington Township's
Bicentennial was - being
celebrated. ’ '

"It is an important milestone in
the history of Darlmgton Wu
said.

Diane Hamre, Mayor of
Clarington, welcomed the
assembled to the "Coming
together at the Waterfront
Ceremony” on” behalf of the

Clarington Council, staff and the
- - pulled

community.

"I'm proud of the co-operative
effort of all the levels of
government, the various agencies

involved and the private and

public sectors in the community
who worked in a spirit of co-
operation to make the project into
reality,” she said. "The Trail will
be very beneficial to Clarington.”

Gary Herrema, Chair, Region
of Durham said that he welcomed
the opportunity which the

"Waterfront Trail presented to-
preserve and enhance the area for
 future generations. "When I first
.beard of Mr. Crombie's dream for
a Waterfront Trail, I considered it

“more of a mightmare. But, I read
in the Good Book about David
taking on Goliath, and, this is
exactly what happened here. This

"-~ dream is becoming reality. It is

" especially important that it
" happen in this Bicentennial year
of Darlington ’I'ownshnp

. Mr. Irv Harrell, Chair, Central
Lake Ontario Conservation’
Authonty, said the partnership
theme generated by the Trail was
a modem innovation which will
be the way of the future, He also

art T praised Mr.”Crombie for his

galleries, festivals and join city to.

foresight and ability, without
“'which the Trail would néver have
J uhappened. "This,” he said, "is a
> Tust in Time Project’ which will
3olink commumucs across Southern

: .zcBach of the spcakcrs in tum -

« remarked upon the productive co-
. operation between the many
-~ partners-involved in the project;
-+the Provincial Government, The
-sRegion of Durham, C.L.O.C.A.,
the Ministry = of_ _ Natural
Resources, the Planmng and
-~Development ---Departments,
Public works Departments,

T

<= Community “+===§ervices

Departments, Community Gmups
- and Organizations, Corporations:
—and concerned citizens who all
together . jn this
__unprecedented spmt of co-

'+ operation to ensure th the project's
“uisuccess. - '

Lo 2l

2 SIErl) . o
Gord Mills, M.P.P., Durham
East presented cheques on behalf
" of the Provincial Govemment to
both Mayor Hamre and Mr.
Herrem
Clarmgton rccclvcd $259 938

o e —
&5 A s i

The ‘Municipality .of ;

The Region of Durham recei
$34,000. These amounts, toget!
with the $64,970 Clarington
contributing and the $54,000 t
Region has slated for the Tra
fulfilled the partnership pled
between them for the Tr:
funding. The total cost of t!
Clarington-Durham partnership
the project will be $412,72

.Ontario Hydro is participating .

a partner and will construct
portion of the trail at tk
Darlington Generating Statio:
Private citizens have also grante
public easements for the Trail.
The Federal Government wa
rcprcscntcd by the Honourabl
Alex Shepherd, M.P. wha sai
that the project "was an exceller.
example of hiow co-operation an(
partiership can wo wo?E tﬁgcther fo:
a posifive result”
Ilic_li[o.nnnmhle_ Davu
Crombie, the "man with the
dream” said "I simply mentionec
a trail. It took a lot of people tc
make it happen. *
It was a partnership. A lot of
people had to come together to




