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Submission for the Cameco Corporations licence renewal hearings 2023 for Rabbit Lake 

Operation, Key Lake Operation & McArthur River Operation  

Cameco has been asking for and receiving licences for increasingly long periods of time. But to then ask 

that their renewed licences be for an indefinite term is unconscionable.   

How can it be that the Cameco Corporation asked for a renewal of their licences for an indefinite term? 

Really? Previous licences have been for 3 years, then 5 years and then most recently for 10 years, which 

was way longer than it should have been.  

Then on April 20, 2021 and again on July 8, 2022 they asked for licences for indefinite licence terms. 

When you say indefinite term it is an incredible ask, but that is exactly what they did. Not once but 

twice.  

Then interestingly on November 4, 2022 they revised their original request. Did they realize they had 

gone too far, way too far? So they requested that the licences for the Operations be renewed by the 

CNSC for only a 20-year licence term. 20 years, fully double the amount of time their previous licences 

were for. I suggest that they asked for the moon and settled for only 20 years. 20 years equals an entire 

generation before they would have to apply again. Do they not understand how every dangerous the 

minerals they pull out of the ground are? 

Please see our attached handout: POLLUTION FROM THE NUCLEAR FUEL CHAIN and you will see that 

uranium mining is clearly not “emissions-free” or “clean” as Cameco promises in the Rabbit Lake 

Supplementary Information of CMD 23-117.1A   

Our handout is based on several documents including Nuclear Power in Canada: Questions & Answers 

published by the Canadian Nuclear Association; Nuclear Power In Canada: An Examination of the Risks 

by the Pembina Institute; Clearing the Air About Nuclear Power from the Pembina Institute;  and the list 

of pollutants in the handout came from the Canadian National Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI) and 

the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC). 

Next please see our handout on RADIATION AND THE HUMAN BODY. There are many problems 

associated with radioactive materials and their effects on people. Sources for this handout are: The 

International Commission on Radiation Protection (ICRP); United Nations Scientific Committee on the 

Effects of Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR); Center for Disease Control, U.S. (CDC); and Biological Effects of 

Ionizing Radiation BEIR VII, 2006  

Many thanks for this opportunity to share our take on what the Cameco Corporation is doing to the 

earth and why granting them increasingly longer and longer permits is a serious mistake. 

Karen Weingeist 
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;Center for Disease Control, U.S. (CDC); Biological Effects of 
of Ionizing Radiation BEIR VII, 2006

Females are more radiosensitive than males. Girls 1 - 5 years old
are twice as likely to suffer harm as boys. Fetuses are particularly
sensitive to radiation during their early development, between
weeks 2 and 18 of pregnancy (the first trimester).


